MINUTES
CITY COUNCIL MEETING
August 19, 2013
5:30 PM
Council Chambers

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Stiehm. Council Members Judy Enright, Michael Jordal,
Roger Boughton, Jeremy Carolan, Jeff Austin and Council
Member-at-Large Janet Anderson

MEMBERS ABSENT: Council Member Steve King

STAFF PRESENT: Jim Hurm, Tom Dankert, Craig Hoium, Steven Lang, David
Hoversten, Brian Krueger, Kim Underwood, Fire Commander
Schulte and Ann Dunlap.

OTHERS PRESENT: Matt Simonson, Marv Repinski, Tara Scott, Laurie Scott, Ryan
Wigum, Chuck Crosby, Steven Bissett, Dean Bishop , Jeff
Johnson, Misty Lamaack, Tim Wolter , Daryl Erickson, Harlan
Griese , Tedd Maxfield, Sue Howard, Steven Howard, Public,
Austin Daily Herald

Mayor Stiehm called the meeting to order at 5:30 pm.

Moved by Council Member Boughton, seconded by Council Member-at Large Anderson,
approving the agenda as amended. Carried.

Moved by Council Member Austin seconded by Council Member Jordal, approving the minutes
of August 5, 2013. Carried.

CITIZENS ADDRESSING THE COUNCIL:

Matt Simonson addressed the Council in regard to concerns about Hormel stinking up the air,
swamping Austin with illegals and common citizens getting harassed by the City. He was also
concerned about the bill of rights not being upheld for Austin Citizens.

Marv Repinski 1005 4" Street SW, spoke regarding the Bank building on Main Street. He
would like the owner of property gift the property to the City and is asking for action from the
Council to facilitate this process.

AWARDS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Added to the agenda: Commander Schulte requested the use of the fire apparatus for the
following events: The Austin High School athletic director asked for assistance with changing
light bulbs at the athletic field and Beth Lahann requested the fire apparatus at a car show benefit
for Mike Janning.



Council Member Boughton asked who Mike Janning was and inquired if the fire department
provides the apparatus for anyone that asks. Council Member-at-Large Anderson stated she feels
that it is good public relations. Mayor Stiehm also supported the practice for good public
relations and awareness. Commander Schulte stated there is a lot of educational value for
parents and children at these events. He also noted the firefighters are always available if there is
an emergency.

Jim Hurm clarified that the high school is not requesting for any fire department personnel to
change the light bulbs. The school district employee will handle that; the fire personnel would
be there solely to set up the apparatus.

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, seconded by Council Member Carolan,
approving the use of the use of the fire apparatus at the Austin High School athletic field to
change bulbs and at Pizza Ranch for a car show benefit for Mike Janning on August 25, 2013.
Carried.

CONSENT AGENDA:

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Enright, approving the
consent agenda as follows:

Licenses:
-(Temporary Liquor) Austin Area Commission for the Arts — Austin
Artworks Festival August 24" and August 25"
- (On-sale QOutside Beer Sales) Austin MN Junior Hockey, LLC d/b/a
Austin Bruins use of the Riverside Arena east parking lot for a season
holder ticket party on Thursday September 5" from 5:00-7:00 p.m.

Claims:

a. Pre-list of bills.
b. Credit Card, Finance and Investments Reports

Carried.

PUBLIC HEARINGS:

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Boughton to continue hearing
on the approval for a currency exchange operation, requested by Custodio Y Guerrero for Tienda
Y Taqueria Guerrero, Inc., 301D 4™ Avenue NE, Austin to September 3, 2013. Carried.

A public hearing was held to consider an update to Flood Plain Zoning codes to comply with
State law to adopt a new Official Flood Plain Zoning map, including the Flood Insurance Rate
Map and Flood Insurance Study/Boundary Floodway Map prepared by FEMA.

Craig Hoium presented the proposed modified flood plain ordinance and map. The first reading
of an ordinance takes a unanimous vote. If it is not passed on the first reading it will be on next
council agenda. The City of Austin is not requiring we update the ordinance, the DNR is
requiring the update. The current City of Austin flood map is from 1980 and there has been
changes in the land and technology in that time. In addition, half of the other counties in the



state are being required to update their flood ordinances. Mower County is also updating their
ordinance at this time.

Historically, the City of Austin has completed many projects to protect property from flooding.
Since 1970 over 300 structures in the flood plain have been purchased and all parcels have deed
restrictions so no development can take place on the properties. In addition, the City is involved
in a community flood rating system and is rated as a “Class 5.” The City is involved in more
than 30 activities including making sure development standards complied with, giving out
information to citizens, flood buyout programs, etc. and as a result Citizens receive a 25%
savings in flood insurance.

The revisions to the proposed flood plain map are based solely on updated topography mapping
of the land. This new mapping reduced the spacing of the measurements from five feet apart to 2
feet apart and is therefore more accurate. Mr. Hoium explained the map’s color coding as
follows: Blue areas are waterways or floodways when we have flooding there will be water
rushing through these areas. The green areas on the map are the “flood fringe” areas. This area
is where the flood waters overflow into but there is not a current of water during a flooding
event. The dark green areas are an expansion of the flood plain. There are about 2 dozen homes
that are brought into the flood plain. These homes are located west of the corporate office along
2" Street NE and one home on 22" Street SW. However, overall, most flood plain areas have
decreased in width.

A planning commission meeting was held on August 13, 2013 where many questions from the
public were also answered. Mr. Hoium looked at many properties with concerned citizens at that
time.

City engineers will be going to each area that has been expanded to include the flood area and
verifying the accuracy of the map by taking measurements on structures. If the map is found to
be incorrect a letter of map amendment (LOMA) can be completed and the structure can be
removed from the flood plain.

Steven Lang added that this map and ordinance was brought forward on more accurate
information and mapping completed after the 2007 flooding in Southeast Minnesota. After that
flooding event the legislature appropriated funds for the mapping and Mower County was
included in that study.

Council Member-at-Large Anderson questioned what exactly does it mean to obtain a variance
and how would a citizen obtain a variance? Mr. Hoium stated that the ordinance outlines what
needs to be done in order for variances. There are different standards for different areas of the
map. The City would take measurements to make a structure allowable. The standard for
removal from the flood map is the ground level elevation has to be 1 foot above elevation of
flooding. Mower County may adopt a 2 foot standard but the City does not recommend that at
this time.

Mr. Hoium also noted that in the ordinance the amount of fill material that can be brought into a
flood area is reduced from 1000 cubic feet to 250 cubic feet. This is also consistent with the Soil
and Water Conservation District standards.



Council Member-at-Large Anderson also inquired how does the City’s completed flood
mitigation work affect this new ordinance? Mr. Hoium replied that this is not tied to any flood
mitigation projects that the City has completed. Steven Lang added that the topography
collected in 2008-2009, the map was created in 2010, and the City had not completed any flood
control projects during that time. In addition, the projects can’t be applied until fully completed
and the City with work with the property owners at that time to remove them from the flood area,
if applicable.

Tara Scott, 1808 2nd Street NE, lives in a property in the newly expanded area of the flood plain
and was inquiring about saving her property from flooding. Steven Lang replied that first the
City needs to verify that the new mapping is correct and then the City would look at options for
projects in these new areas. The timeline for the new projects would be approximately 5 years
down the road.

Ryan Wigum, 1818 2™ Street NE, asked why this map couldn’t be coordinated with the City so
that more properties would not be in the flood zone. Steven Lang replied that the flood map is
driven by DNR and FEMA and is not part of City’s flood mitigation program plan. All of this
information was gathered prior to the North Main Street project.

Chuck Crosby, 1816 2™ Street NE, stated that he felt there were inaccuracies in the maps. He
received a map in the mail showing that there were 12 new homes in the flood plain but the
larger map is only showing five. Mr. Hoium clarified that the map Mr. Crosby had showed that
there are 12 new parcels that have some portion of the land located in the flood plain. There are
only five new homes that have a portion of the home at an elevation that would result it being in
the flood plain. Mr. Crosby also asked if it was true that a home located in a flood plain loses
20% to 40% of its value? And would he be paying taxes based on the valuation of his property
prior to the flood classification or after the flood classification? Mayor Stiehm did not know the
answers to those questions.

Steven Bissett, 1814 2™ Street NE, asked how he could go about getting a map amendment? Mr.
Hoium replied that this will be one of the areas that the city will map and develop an elevation
certificate if a property is not located at an elevation within the flood plain.

Dean Bishop, 1000 16™ Avenue SW, stated that he is happy to pay flood insurance as he was
flooded once and had just recently purchased it. The flood insurance covered the losses to his
home.

Jeff Johnson, 1817 2™ Street NE, just purchased his home about a year ago and was told by his
lender and the government that he was not in a flood area. His concern was how he would sell
his house now that he is included in the area. Steven Lang explained that there is never a perfect
time to implement an ordinance or map because no matter what someone is going to have a
unique situation and be adversely effected by it.

Misty Lamaack, 1819 2™ Street NE, lives on the corner lot now situated right in the middle of
the new flood zone. She has never flooded and does not have flood insurance now. She
questioned if she would be required to purchase flood insurance and if there would be a buyout
of any properties. Mr. Hoium responded that he won’t know that information until the City
determines the elevation of her property.



Tim Wolter, 1705 10" PL SW, bought his home about a year ago and it is an island on the new
map with the remainder of his property surrounded by flood waters. Mr. Hoium stated that the
City will want to take elevation measurements before a letter of map amendment can be
completed.

Daryl Erickson, 1813 2" Street NE, questioned the accuracy of the map because he knew of
other structures that received water inside during flooding events in his area. Mr. Hoium stated
that he also was aware of similar structures but believed it was sewer water backup and not
surface ground water that flooded the properties.

Chuck Croshy made an additional remark that there is a natural berm in his area and he would
like to see the City expand on that. He would also like to see the matter tabled before it is
passed.

(The Mayor allowed the following public comment to be taken out of order.)

Harlan Griese, 1310 30" Avenue NE, is having a problem with cats in his area. Has called the
animal control officer and doesn’t feel that his complaints are being addressed. Mayor Stiehm
suggested that he call Captain McKichan.

No other comments were made pertaining to the public hearing.

Council Member-at-Large Anderson questioned if the map is not accurate then why should the
City Council pass it? Mr. Hoium stated that we need to approve the map before we can revise it.
After the adoption of map then the City can make formal requests for map revision. He also
noted that if it is not approved by September 4, 2013 then the flood insurance savings to the
citizens may be jeopardized.

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Boughton to adopt the Flood
Plain Zoning codes to comply with State law to adopt a new Official Flood Plain Zoning map,
including the Flood Insurance Rate Map and Flood Insurance Study/Boundary Floodway Map
prepared by FEMA. Carried.

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Enright, for preparation of the
ordinance. Carried.

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Enright for the adoption and
publication of the ordinance. 6-0. Carried.

PETITIONS AND REQUESTS:

Moved by Council Member Boughton, seconded by Council Member Enright, approving the
request for a parade application for the Women Our Way — Hormel Foods Corporation 5K on
September 7, 2013. Carried.

Moved by Council Member Boughton, seconded by Council Member Enright approving Hormel
Foundation grant applications. Carried.



Moved by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, seconded by Council Member Enright
approving a sign appeal by Vision 2020 to allow five temporary banners on the side of the Med
City Mobility Building be displayed longer than 30 days. Carried.

Steven Lang presented on a proposal with Bolton & Menk, Inc. to develop a flood mitigation
study for the Turtle Creek Flood Mitigation project. Bolton & Menk, Inc. has completed the
initial Turtle Creek Flood Mitigation study and identified the following areas for structural
improvements: 21% Street & 7™ Avenue SW, 18™ Street & 10™ Place SW and the Sacred Heart
area. The City received a proposal from Bolton & Menk, Inc. for design services on said areas
for the following services: Project Management/Coordination, Topographic and Boundary
Survey, Geotechnical Engineering and Plans and Specifications in the amount of $118,105.00.
There will be a meeting in September to discuss the results of this study.

Tedd Maxfield questioned where the proposal was located in the packet and why an additional
study is needed. Steven Lang stated that the original study was a guide and now the City will
work with Bolton & Menk, Inc. to fine tune the result.

Sue Howard, 504 21° Street SW, was concerned that she is not receiving notice of these
meetings in an appropriate manner. She would like to get notice at least five days ahead of time.

Steve Howard, 504 21 Street SW, added that he was not given notice of this item and that this
award should be subject to competitive bidding.

City Attorney David Hoversten added that this is a professional contract for engineering services
and is not subject to competitive public bidding nor a notice requirement.

Steve Howard questioned why an additional study has to be completed when the City has used
this engineering company once and a study has been completed. Steven Lang replied that the
City is hiring Bolton & Menk to create construction plans to develop the idea. This is an
expansion of the original study and will gather additional information.

Tedd Maxfield was concerned that the City had already been gathering information and they did
not have permission to take pictures of his property. Steven Howard also shared the concern
about having City employees on his property. Steven Lang apologized for not receiving
permission.

City Attorney David Hoversten added that ordinarily people are cooperative in this process but
the City can resort to legal action to gain access to property. The project is for the betterment of
the City and in general people are not opposed to that.

Mayor Stiehm encouraged the lines of communication between the City department and the
citizens to be better.

Steven Lang agreed and stated he would contact Mr. Maxfield and Mr. Howard before going on
their properties. He added that there is a public meeting in September about the results and all
affected property owners will be notified.



Council Member Enright added that the US Postal Service seems to be slower since they are not
processing locally anymore and suggested that the City employees call or e-mail concerned
citizens if there is a short notice being provided.

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Carolan approving a proposal
from engineering services from Bolton & Menk, Inc. for the Turtle Creek Flood Mitigation
project. Carried 6-0.

Steven Lang presented on the City’s project that was awarded to Wapasha Construction for the
construction of 2 — 1.5 million gallon excess flow storage tanks to be used during high flow
events for excess flow. Bolton & Menk, Inc. was the consulting firm that assisted the City with
the design and bidding of this project and they have submitted a proposal for engineering
construction services not to exceed $150,000.00 for on-site inspection, project coordination and
specification compliance, shop drawing, material review and equipment start-up.

Moved by Council Member Boughton, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson
approving an agreement with Bolton & Menk, Inc. for engineering services on the Waste Water
Treatment Plant excess flow tanks. Carried 6-0.

Steven Lang presented a bid to repair the 2 EQ/Digesters at the Industrial Plant to equalize and
digest flow from the Hormel Plant. Fox Engineering has submitted a proposal for design and
bidding phase services totaling $15,700.00 and construction phase services for $9,000.00 for
preliminary design & coating evaluation, final design, specifications & bidding and construction
observation. The project will be funded in full by Hormel Foods.

Council Member Enright inquired what the estimated cost of construction was for the Wapasha
Construction bid. Steven Lang stated it was approximately $200,000.

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Jordal approving an
agreement with Fox Engineering for repairs on the industrial EQ/digesters at the Waste Water
Treatment Plat. Carried 6-0.

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Enright calling for a public
hearing on sanitary sewer and water improvements on 22" Street NW, Project 1-B-93. Carried
6-0.

Moved by Council Member Boughton, seconded by Council Member Enright granting the power to
contract for the removal of the swimming pool at 403 9" Street NE, Gonzalez Property. Carried.

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Austin, granting the Planning
and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally stored
vehicles at 1803 4™ Avenue NE, Fernandez Property. Carried.

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Austin, granting the Planning
and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally stored
vehicles at 710 11™ Avenue SW, Montiel/Martinez Property. Carried.



Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, granting
the Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or
illegally stored vehicles at 610 4™ Avenue SW, Silvestry Property. Carried.

REPORTS

Council Member Enright noted that the class of 1973 is having their class reunion this weekend
and there is a fundraising concert at the VFW on Friday night with all the funds being donated to
Beyond the Yellow Ribbon. This organization works with veterans and deployed soldiers and is
currently working with a group of soldiers from Austin currently based in Chisholm that are set
to deploy in Afghanistan in September. She also noted that the Austin Art Works Festival is this
coming weekend.

Council Member Austin stated that he attended a Park and Rec board meeting on August 7™
where a bid was awarded to Dolans Landscape for tree planning in conjunction with the DNR.
Park and Rec is also offering a variety of after school programs including boot camps and sports.
He also noted that the Board’s recollection of funding for the dog park was that the City would
support the initial project but would not financially support any improvements or additions.

Council Member-at-Large Anderson attended a HRA meeting where they were working on the
2014 budget. She also was at the August 17™ Conversations with Council. RE fest is September
14™ which will feature electronics recycling project with a $5 donation going to benefit the AHS
Going Green club. She added that she completed the Color Dash and thought it was a wonderful
event.

No reports were given from Council Members Jordal, Boughton or Carolan.

Craig Hoium stated that on September 4™ at 5:30 p.m. an informational meeting on a housing
study prepared by the Maxfield Research Group, the HRA and Vision 2020 will be presented in
the Council chambers.

Park and Recreation Director Kim Underwood stated that this is the last week the pool will be
open. Friday is the Doggie Dip. The cost is $2.00 per dog and two humans get in free per dog.
Additional humans are $1.00.

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson,
adjourning the meeting to September 3, 2013. Carried.

Adjourned: __7:06 pm

Approved: __ September 3, 2013

Mayor:

City Recorder:




