
MINUTES 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

September 3, 2013 

5:30 PM 

Council Chambers 

MEMBERS PRESENT: 

MEMBERS ABSENT: 

STAFF PRESENT: 

Mayor Stiehm. Council Members Judy Enright, Steve King, 

Michael Jordal, Roger Boughton, Jeremy Carolan, Jeff Austin and 

Council Member-at-Large Janet Anderson 

City Administrator Jim Hurm, Director of Administrative Services 

Torn Dankert, Community Development Director Craig Hoium, 

Public Works Director Steven Lang, City Attorney David 

Hoversten, Police Chief Brian Krueger, Director of Park and 

Recreation Kim Underwood and City Clerk Ann Dunlap. 
 

OTHERS PRESENT: 

Mayor Stiehm called the meeting to order at 5:30 pm. 

Added to the agenda: 

Under Consent Agenda Licenses 

Food: Party Zone Entertainment, Sandra Byers, 1301 18
th

 Avenue SW, Suite 210 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Austin, approving the agenda 

as amended. Carried. 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, seconded by Council Member Jordal, approving 

the minutes of August 19, 2013. Carried. 

CITIZENS ADDRESSING THE COUNCIL 

Matt Simonson, expressed his concerns about Hormel Foods not being on the agenda and the 

City Council not taking action against Hormel's practice of stinking up the air or bringing 

illegals to town. 

Dan Kane, expressed his concerns about the Human Rights Commission and their current 

meeting schedule. He submitted a written packet to the Council for their review and 

consideration. 

CONSENT AGENDA 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Carolan, approving the 

consent agenda as follows: 
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Licenses: 

Licenses: 

Massage Therapist: Chelsea Miller, 426 West Main Street, Blooming Prairie 

Massage Therapist: Tiffany Fricker, 602 1st Avenue NW, Austin 

Temporary 3.2 Beer: Austin Jaycees at the Paramount Theatre on September 

14th and October 11th 

Temporary Food: Super Fresh Produce, Re-Fest at the Mower County 

Fairgrounds September 14th 

- Sign Installer: Signs by RSG, William Blackwelder, 6080 Highway 10, 

Ramsey, MN 55303 

 Pawn Shop: The Downtown Pawn Shop, James Tholen and Kim Johnson, 124 

3rd Avenue NW, Austin 

 Food: Party Zone Entertainment, Sandra Byers, 1301 18th Avenue SW, Suite 

210 

Claims: 

a. Pre-list of bills 
Carried. 

PUBLIC HEARINGS: 

A public hearing was held to consider approval for a currency exchange operation, requested by 

Custodio Y Guerrero for Tienda Y Taqueria Guerrero, Inc., 301D 4th Avenue NE, Austin. 

Moved by Council Member Carolan, seconded by Council Member King, approving the 

currency exchange operation requested by Custodio Y. Guerrero for Tienda Y Taqueria 

Guerrero, Inc., 301D 4th Avenue NE, Austin. Carried. 7-0. 

A public hearing was held to consider sanitary sewer and water improvement assessments on 

22nd Street SE, Project 1-B-12. 

Steven Lang provided that this project has been completed and the City is following up with 

process of assessing Charter Communication for the empty lot they own adjacent to their current 

building. This assessment would be deferred until the property is developed or sold, for up to 30 

years. The Humane Society, who was also included in this project, has paid their assessment as 

part of the development agreement with the City. 

Moved by Council Member Boughton, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, 

adopting a resolution ordering the improvement and the preparation of plans. Carried. 7-0 

A public hearing was held to consider sanitary sewer and water improvement assessments on 

22nd Street NW, Project 1-B-93. 

Steven Lang stated sewer and water were extended to this area in 1993. For some of the parcels, 

including this property, the costs were deferred due to the property not being annexed into the 

City. The owner of the property has requested annexation and therefore the property is being 

assessed for the 1993 work. 
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Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a resolution ordering 

the improvement and the preparation of plans. Carried. 7-0. 

PETITIONS AND REQUESTS: 

Tom Dankert stated the City acts as an agent on behalf of Mower County to accept the Hormel 

Foundation grant for the grandstand. The City then cuts a check for the entire amount to the County.  

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Enright, adopting a resolution 

accepting a grant from the Hormel Foundation in the amount of $275,000.00 for the grandstand at 

the Mower County Fairgrounds. Carried. 7-0. 

Moved by Council Boughton, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a resolution accepting 

a grant from the Hormel Foundation in the amount of $21,600.00 for the Vision 2020-CHIP program, 

HRA grant. Carried. 7-0. 

The Cook Farm is going to be the designated site for the fall yard waste program once again. It will 

be open seven days a week from dawn to dusk and will accept leaves, grass and plants. Branches 

are not accepted. Compost would also be available. 

After discussion, moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Enright, 

authorizing the yard waste program for 2013, scheduled for September 21, 2013-November 24, 2013. 

Carried. 

Steven Lang provided an update on the North Main Flood Control Project. Phase 1 is the Downtown 

Power Plant phase which has not been completed. A request was placed to extend the commencement 

date to 2020 for Phase 1 but that request was denied. However, the City was granted a 1 year 

extension to the current date therefore extending the commencement date to July 2017. This agreement 

with the Cedar River Watershed District memorializes that new timeline with the CRWD. 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, adopting a 

resolution approving an amendment of understanding with the Cedar River Watershed District regarding 

the construction of the North Main Flood Control Project. Carried. 7-0. 

Steven Lang has applied for a grant from the FAA for snow removal equipment at the Austin 

Municipal Airport. The following equipment is proposed to be purchased: 

 

John Deere 524K Wheel Loader $141,509.98 

Sweepster Corp WLA Angle Broom $ 15,430.61 

JRB WLSP 14 Sno Pusher $ 8,697.49 

SnoGo Model WK 800 $114,721.23 

Total Cost $280,369.31 
 

The project will be 90% federally funded and 10% locally funded through Fund 44 of the City's 
budgeted funds. 
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Council Member Carolan questioned if this equipment could be used in other places during the 

summer months? Steven Lang stated that it is required that all of the equipment stay at the 

airport and could not be used at other venues. 

Council Member Enright wondered if the City would be getting rid of old equipment with the 

new equipment being purchased? Steven Lang stated that the current equipment is very old and 

would not be able to be sold or used elsewhere. 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Enright, adopting a resolution 

approving a grant application from the FAA for purchase of snow removal equipment at the 

Austin Municipal Airport. Carried. 7-0. 

Steven Lang reported that as part of the EDA grant from 2010, there were certain dates each 

phase of the North Main Street Project needed to begin Construction needs to begin by 

September 22, 2013 on Phases 3-7 of the project and needs to be completed by August 22, 2015 

with the final paperwork completion by September 22, 2015. 

After discussion, moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Austin, 

adopting a resolution approving an Amendment to Financial Assistance Award, amendment No. 

2 from the U.S. Department of Commerce — Economic Development Administration Project 06-

01-05463, extending construction dates. Carried. 7-0. 

Ann Dunlap requested the passing of the proposed resolution for the public hearing on the snow, 

weed removal, junk removal and miscellaneous sidewalk assessments in addition to the two 

projects, 1-B-93 and 1-B-12 that had public hearings earlier in the meeting. 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a resolution 

setting final public assessment hearings for October 7, 2013 for snow removal, weed removal, 

junk removal assessments, miscellaneous sidewalk projects and sanitary sewer and water 

improvements-Project 1-B-12 (22
nd

 Street SE) and 1-B-93 (22
nd

 Street NW). Carried. 7-0. 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Enright, adopting a resolution 

setting hearing for October 7, 2013 to assess unpaid utility and sewer bills for commercial 

properties. Carried. 7-0. 

Jim Hurm stated that the next series of resolutions relate to funding the pay increases as decided 

in the August 19, 2013 work session. 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Enright, adopting a resolution 

approving wage adjustments and amending employee classification for MIS Administrator, 

Police Captain and Park and Recreation Director. Carried. 7-0. 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Enright, adopting a resolution 

authorizing the Mayor to sign an addendum to the agreement between AFSCME Council No. 65, 

Local 2566 and the City of Austin. Carried. 7-0. 
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Tom Dankert stated the requested resolution is for budget adjustment number two to adjust of 

the pay increases just approved. 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Enright, adopting a resolution 

amending the 2013 operating budgets of the general fund and the M.I.S. administration fund. 

Carried. 7-0. 

Tom Dankert requested the passing of the proposed modification to the building fund allocation 

from $450,000.00 decreasing to $300,000.00 for the years 2013 and 2014 due to decreased 

interest income from investments. This will mean fewer funds going into the building fund but 

the City is prepared for this modification. 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, adopting a resolution 

amending the investment interest policy for the allocation into the building fund. Carried. 7-0. 

Tom Dankert provided information on the current dissolution of AMCAT. The Minnesota 

Department of Transportation is attempting to consolidate the number of entities providing 

transportation in the state. Currently the City and Mower County collaborate on the AMCAT 

system. It is proposed the Cedar Valley Services take over AMCAT. Transit services in Austin 

will not change. 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Enright, adopting a resolution 

dissolving the Austin-Mower County Area Transit (AMCAT) System. Carried. 7-0. 

Tom Dankert reported on the proposed 2014 budget. At the special work session earlier in the 

evening, the Council set the proposed tax levy at $4,120,000.00. The general fund budget is 

$14,828,251.00 and the total budget is $30,772,146.00. He added that with this levy approval, 

the tax amount to the citizen cannot increase. 

Moved by Council Member Boughton, seconded by Council Member Austin, adopting a 

resolution establishing a proposed tax levy and proposed budget for taxes payable in 2014 and 

setting the date for the Truth in Taxation hearing for December 3, 2013. Carried. 7-0. 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a resolution 

renewing the Joint Powers Agreement with the Minnesota Bureau of Criminal Apprehension for 

the Minnesota Internet Crimes Against Children Taskforce through May 31, 2016. Carried. 7-0. 

Moved by Council Member Enright seconded by Council Member Austin, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally stored 

vehicles at 1007 4
th

 Avenue NE, Hubner Property. Carried. 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member King, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally stored 

vehicles at 901 6
th

 Avenue NE, Freese Property. Carried. 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally stored 

vehicles at 8005 4
th

 Street NW, Cantor Property. Carried. 
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Moved by Council Member Boughton, seconded by Council Member King, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally stored vehicles at 

505 7
th
 Avenue SE, Bryant Property. Carried. 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, granting the Planning and 

Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally stored vehicles at 

311 1st Avenue SW, Abdalla Property. Carried. 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Austin, granting the Planning and 

Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally stored vehicles at 

1111 8
th
 Avenue SW, Midwest Property. Carried. 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member King, granting the Planning and 

Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally stored vehicles at 

1204 9
th
 Avenue SW, Midwest Property. Carried. 

REPORTS 

Council Member Enright provided a reminder that Re-Fest is September 14, 2013 from 11-5 at the 

Mower County Fairgrounds. 

Council Member-at-Large Anderson added that there will be is appliance recycling at Re-Fest by the 

AHS Going Green Club at a cost of $5 per item. The Austin Sustainability Taskforce will also have 

a booth at the event. 

Park and Recreation Director Kim Underwood provided an update from her department. Riverside 
Arena now has ice and there are public skate times on Saturday September 7

th
 from 2:15-3:30 and 

Sunday September 8
th
 from 1:00-2:30. The Bruins also have an exhibition game Saturday night at 7:05 

p.m. 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adjourning the meeting to 

September 16, 2013. Carried. 

Adjourned:     5:55 p.m.  

Approved:  S e p t e m b e r  1 6 ,  2 0 1 3   

Mayor: _____________________________  

City Recorder:  ______________________  
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