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M I N U T E S 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

September 16, 2013 

5:30 PM 

Council Chambers 

 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Stiehm.  Council Members Judy Enright, Steve King, 

Michael Jordal, Roger Boughton, Jeremy Carolan, Jeff Austin and 

Council Member at Large Janet Anderson 

 

MEMBERS ABSENT:  

         

STAFF PRESENT: Jim Hurm, Tom Dankert, Steven Lang, David Hoversten, Brian 

Krueger, Brian Lovik, Ann Hokanson, Kim Underwood and Ann 

Dunlap. 

 

OTHERS PRESENT:  

 

Mayor Stiehm called the meeting to order at 5:30 pm.   

 

Added to the agenda:   

 

15.  Approving a request for the Austin Police Officer’s Association 5k on September 21, 

2013. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Enright, approving the agenda 

as amended.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Boughton seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, 

approving the minutes of September 3, 2013. Carried. 

 

CITIZENS ADDRESSING THE COUNCIL    

 

Firefighter Jim Halsey provided an update for the Department’s MDA Fill the Boot Drive.  The 

2013 campaign was for three days and over $18,000 was raised, bringing the five year total to 

$81,000. 

 

Anita and Joshua Steinbach (Mankato, Minnesota) and their son, Riley, who has muscular 

dystrophy, addressed the Council to thank the City for its support of the Fill the Boot Drive.  

Riley goes to camp every summer for a week on a scholarship and he enjoys it very much.  This 

also allows the Steinbach’s to spend time with their daughter who often is overlooked due to 

Riley’s condition.   

 

In addition, they have approached the City of Mankato for the last 11 years and have been denied 

by the Council to have the same type of fundraiser.  Just this year, with support from the Austin 

Fire Department, the Mankato City Council approved the fundraiser and it is scheduled for the 

end of September.   
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CONSENT AGENDA 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, approving the consent 

agenda as follows: 

 

  Temporary Liquor:  Friends of the Hormel Nature Center, Corcoran Center on 

October 26, 2013. 

     

 Claims:  

a. Credit Card, Financial and Investment Reports. 

b. Pre-list of Bills.  

c. Toby J. Crocker. c/o Patterson Dahlberg, 330 South Broadway, Rochester, 

MN.  This claim was forwarded to the City Attorney to protect the City’s 

interest. 

Carried. 

 

 

PETITIONS AND REQUESTS: 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Boughton, to combine items 6 

and 7 in one motion thereby approving a request for a street closure of 1
st
 Avenue NE from 

Oakland Avenue to 1
st
 Street NE on Wednesday October 9, 2013 for the Fire Station Open 

House in conjunction with Fire Prevention Week and approving a request for use of the fire 

apparatus in connection with the Fire Station Open House on Wednesday October 9, 2013.  

Carried. 

 

Steven Lang requested that the City Council allow Crysteel Truck Equipment, Inc., who is based 

out of Canada, borrow the new snow blower for display purposes at the public works show in St. 

Cloud.  Crysteel’s insurance policy has been provided and they would be responsible for any 

damage to the item.  There is not a financial benefit to the City from this; it would be to help the 

supplier. 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, seconded by Council Member Boughton, 

approving Crysteel Truck Equipment, Inc.’s use of the D50 Larue Snow Blower from September 

30, 2013 to October 4, 2013 at the fall public works show in St. Cloud.  Carried. 

 

(The Mayor allowed the following comment to be taken out of order) 

 

Marian Clennon, 1711 3
rd

 Street NE, expressed her disagreement to the City Council allowing 

the use of the fire truck to give rides.  She was also concerned if there would be waivers signed 

for the participants.  Commander Brian Lovik replied that the Department feels it would be 

beneficial to the public to offer rides and that waivers would be signed by the participants. 

 

Steven Lang reported that Sterling Main Street has requested an additional handicapped stall for 

the first parking stall west of their main entrance.  The City has inspected the space and it is 

acceptable for the handicapped classification. 
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Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, approving a request 

from Sterling Main Street for a handicapped stall adjacent to their main entrance on 1
st
 Avenue 

SW. Carried. 

 

Steven Lang presented on two sign appeals.  Both items are for property located at 803 18
th

 

Avenue NW and are requests for signs that do not face a public right of way located in a B-2 

district.  One is for Jimmy Johns and the other for the existing Vet Clinic.  The signs would 

cover 5.2% of the area on the building, which is less than the 10% maximum coverage standard. 

 

Moved by Council Member Boughton, seconded by Council Member Austin, approving a sign 

appeal request from Wayne Fett and Precision Signs for signs located at 803 18
th

 Avenue NW, 

Suite D.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, approving a sign appeal 

request from Wayne Fett and Precision Signs for signs located at 803 18
th

 Avenue NW, Suite A.  

Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, seconded by Council Member Enright, adopting 

a resolution accepting donations to the Austin Public Library for June, July and August 2013. 

Carried. 7-0 

 

Ann Dunlap presented the modified ordinance for collection of delinquent commercial utility 

bills.  This change would allow a longer time period for the proper notices to be sent to the utility 

customers and for the certification to the County Auditor. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, for preparation of the 

ordinance.  

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, for adoption and 

publication of the ordinance. 
 

Chief Krueger requested Council approval for the proposed contract with Law Enforcement 

Technology Group, LLC (LETG) for updated dispatch and records management technology for 

the Law Enforcement Center.  This will be co-funded by Mower County. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a resolution 

approving the contract with LETG for the records management system for the law enforcement 

center. 

 

Chief Krueger requested Council approval for the 3
rd

 Annual Police Officer’s 5k walk/run.  All 

funds raised will benefit the community. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Enright, approving a request 

for the Austin Police Officer’s Association 5k on September 21, 2013. 

 

REPORTS 

 

Council Member-at-Large Anderson reported the HRA presented the housing study last week.  

The study concluded that the City of Austin needs additional rental properties to meet current 
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needs.  Copies of the presentation can be obtained from the HRA or the City if desired.  Re-Fest 

was a huge success last weekend.  This was the first time it was located at the Mower County 

Fairgrounds.  The next meeting of the Sustainability Taskforce is on September 19
th

, 2013 at 

7:30 a.m. 

 

Council Member Enright stated Vision 2020 is hosting informational meetings on the proposed 

recreational center on September 24, 2013 Noon or 5:30 p.m.  This will be a good opportunity to 

learn more about the project and ask questions. 

 

Steven Lang reported that the leaf collection site at the Cook Farm will be opening this weekend.  

It will be open from dawn until dusk until the end of November.  

 

Engineering has also been collecting elevations from the properties added to flood plain with the 

recent flood plain rezoning.  They are about three-fourths complete of the 15-20 structures that 

need elevation checks.   There is an informational meeting on September 25, 2013 at 5:30 p.m. 

for the proposed Turtle Creek Flood mitigation project.  This meeting will review the results 

from the Bolton and Menk study. 

 

There is also a special City Council meeting to award bids on the North Main Project for phases 

4-5-6-7 on September 18, 2013 at 8:00 am. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adjourning the meeting 

to September 18, 2013 at 8:00 a.m.  Carried. 

 

Adjourned:  5:54 pm    

  

Approved:   October 7, 2013   

   

Mayor:       

 

City Recorder:       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


