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M I N U T E S 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

October 21, 2013 

5:30 PM 

Council Chambers 

 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Stiehm.  Council Members Judy Enright, Michael Jordal, 

Roger Boughton, Jeremy Carolan, Jeff Austin and Council 

Member-at-Large Janet Anderson 

 

MEMBERS ABSENT: Steve King 

         

STAFF PRESENT: Jim Hurm, Tom Dankert, Craig Hoium, Steven Lang, David 

Hoversten, Brian Krueger, Ann Hokanson, Kim Underwood and 

Ann Dunlap.   

 

OTHERS PRESENT: Marv Repinski, Jim Halsey, Tim Hansen, James and Jean Sauer, 

Jon Erichson, John Garry, Tim Durren, Woody Vereide, AMCAT 

staff, Austin Daily Herald, Public 

 

Mayor Stiehm called the meeting to order at 5:30 pm.   

 

Added to the agenda:   

 

  Under Consent Agenda Licenses 

  Food-Family Market, 807 9
th

 Street SE, Austin 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Carolan, approving the 

agenda as amended.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Boughton, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, 

approving the minutes of October 7, 2013. Carried. 

 

CITIZENS ADDRESSING THE COUNCIL    

 

Marv Repinski commented on an editorial in the Star Tribune in regard to the uneven 

distribution of wealth in the nation.  He felt there is a lot of wealth in the Austin area and 

hopefully some of that can be distributed. 

 

AWARDS AND RECOGINTIONS  

 

Firefighters Jim Halsey and Tim Hansen thanked the Council for support in the Fire 

Department’s open house on October 9
th

.  It was a huge success with over 1000 people in 

attendance.  The fire truck rides and aerial lift rides were very well received. 

 

The Minnesota Public Transit Association presented AMCAT the 2013 Transit System of the 

Year Award for their achievement in efficiency and effectiveness in public transit.  The award 
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was received by Tom Dankert and Craig Oscarson on October 14, 2013 at a ceremony in St. 

Cloud. 

 

Tom Dankert recognized the excellent work of Woody Vereide, Tim Durren and the AMCAT 

staff has put in to earn this award.  The buses are on track to give approximately 80,000 rides this 

year.  At the end of this year the administration of AMCAT will be transferred to Cedar Valley 

Services but all services are expected to stay the same with some upgrades to the equipment 

expected.  

 

Tim Durren, the manager of the buses, stated it has been a great 6 years partnering with the City 

and County.  He was very appreciative of his team of drivers and employees who have put in a 

lot of hard work to earn this recognition.       

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Jordal, approving the consent 

agenda as follows: 

 

  Licenses: 

Food-Family Market, 807 9
th

 Street SE, Austin 

 Claims:  

a. Credit Card, Financial and Investment Reports. 

b. Pre-list of Bills.  

 

Carried. 

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS: 

 

A public hearing was held to review the Austin Floodplain Progress Report and Management 

Plan. 

 

Craig Hoium presented on the Plan as part of recertification process for the community flood 

rating system administered by FEMA.  The City provides close to 30 activities and services to 

the citizens in relation to flooding issues which results in a 25% savings on flood insurance 

premiums.  The City of Austin has a Class 5 community rating. 

 

He presented the progress report which details the flooding events and goals of the City for flood 

prevention.  Under flood hazard area inventory there are a few modifications.  Under number 1, 

the inventory changed from 36 homes to 35 homes, and the 101 homes figure needed to be 

changed to 102.  The last sentence of section number 1 also needs to be deleted.   

 

No public comments were given.  

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Boughton, approving the 

Austin Floodplain Progress Report and Management Plan.  Carried 6-0. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, resolving 

the City Council into the Board of Adjustments and Appeals.  Carried. 
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A public hearing was held for a variance request from James and Jean Sauer, 600 38
th

 Avenue 

NE, for a 1584 square foot structure in a R-1 Single Family Residence Zone. 

 

Craig Hoium presented on the variance request which was reviewed by the planning commission 

on October 15, 2013.  The parcel was annexed into the City of Austin and is a rural setting 

surrounded by larger parcels.  Under the zoning ordinance, any parcel exceeding 1 acre in size 

has a restriction of a maximum 1,584 square foot structure.  The Sauers are proposing an 824 

square foot addition to an existing structure resulting in a structure of 2,100 square feet.  There 

are currently other large storage structures also located on the property.  The planning 

commission approved the request 6-0 and found the variance is in harmony with the general 

purpose and intent of the zoning variance; the variance is consistent with the comprehensive 

plan; the proposal puts the property to use in a reasonable manner; there are unique 

circumstances to the property not created by the landowner; and the variance, if granted, would 

not alter the essential character of the locality in which the property is situated.  He would 

recommend approval by the City Council.   

 

No public comments were given. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, approving 

the variance request by James and Jean Sauer for a 1584 square foot structure in a R-1 Single 

Family Residence Zone.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Carolan, adjourning the Board 

of Adjustment and Appeals.  Carried. 

 

PETITIONS AND REQUESTS: 

 

Moved by Council Member Boughton seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, 

approving a reduction of grass mowing bill for Annie Koch, 1034 34
th

 Drive NE, from $125.08 

to $62.54.  Carried 4-2 with Council Members Austin and Jordal voting nay. 

 

Moved by Council Member Boughton, seconded by Council Member Austin, approving 

recommending Tom Dankert as the City representative on the Hormel Foundation Board to 

replace the retiring John O’Rourke.  Carried.  

 

Steven Lang presented on a request for construction services from Short Elliot Hendrickson, Inc. 

(SEH).  SEH has worked on the North Main Flood Control Projects for the last six years 

including the original feasibility study, design services and construction services for various 

phases of the project.  The City is requesting their services with Phase 3 and Phase 4-5-6-7 of the 

project due to their unique knowledge and experience with the project.  The requested services 

are: 

 

- Value Engineering & Design Modifications 

- Preconstruction & Progress Meetings 

- Construction Question Interpretation & Show Drawing Review 

- On-site Observation for critical elements, which will include Geotechnical, 

Structural, Mechanical/Electrical and Civil Engineering visits 

- Record Drawings & As-built plans 
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The costs are set up with hourly rates at a cost not to exceed $171,650 for Phase 3 and $101,150 

for Phase 4-5-6-7. 

 

Council Member Boughton questioned if this contract needs to go out for bidding and if this is 

included in the budget?  Steven Lang stated that bids are not required on this type of specialized 

engineering services.  Tom Dankert added the cost will be covered by the EDA grant, DNR grant 

and local option sales tax. 

 

Council Member Carolan questioned if the hourly rate is similar to other contractors working on 

this project.  Steven Lang confirmed it was but SEH will have some additional travel expenses 

which will be minimized by coordinating the phases of the projects to eliminate multiple trips. 

 

After additional discussion, moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member-

at-Large Anderson, approving a contract with Short Elliot Hendrickson, Inc. for construction 

services on the North Main Flood Control Project-Phase 3.   Carried 6-0. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Enright, approving a contract 

with Short Elliot Hendrickson, Inc. for construction services on the North Main Flood Control 

Project- Phases 4-5-6-7.  Carried  6-0. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Enright, approving a 

resolution establishing license and miscellaneous operational fees for 2014.  Carried  6-0. 

 

Jim Hurm presented the proposed labor agreement with IAFF.  Council Member Boughton noted 

a typo on the cover sheet in regard to the uniform allowance.  The word “month” should be 

removed and replaced with the word “year,” therefore the uniform allowance would be $650 per 

year. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Carolan, approving 2014 

labor agreement with IAFF.  Carried 6-0. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Carolan, granting the 

Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally 

stored vehicles at 304 16
th

 Avenue NE (Kamp Property).  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, granting 

the Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or 

illegally stored vehicles at 507 3
rd

 Avenue SE (Helfritz Property).  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Enright, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally stored 

vehicles at 800 Oakland Avenue West (Lund Property).  Carried. 

 

Jim Hurm presented the proposed contract for consulting services with the Development 

Corporation of Austin, Inc.  The HRA approved their portion of the agreement. 

 

Marv Repinski spoke in favor of the City passing the agreement because of the good work of 

John Garry and the DCA. 
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Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, approving 

an agreement for consulting services with the Development Corporation of Austin, Inc.  Carried 

6-0. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Austin, approving a 

gambling premises permit for Austin Area Commission for the Arts, Inc. at Dusty’s Bar & 

Lounge, 422 North Main Street, Austin.  Carried 6-0. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Jordal, approving requests 

from The Chamber for the annual Christmas in the City Kickoff Celebration on November 29, 

2013, including the additional requests from KAUS and the Arts Commission.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, seconded by Council Member Enright, 

approving the appointment of Len Schulke to the Austin Sustainability Taskforce-10/22/2013 to 

12/31/2014.  Carried. 

 

REPORTS 

 

Council Member Enright attended the Chamber Board of Directors annual meeting and retreat 

where the main topic was the destination medical center in Rochester.  A public affairs specialist 

gave a presentation on the DMC and then participants were broken in smaller groups which 

discussed Vision 2020 and the Hormel Institute’s role, opportunities and threats in regard to the 

DMC. 

 

Council Member-at-Large Anderson attended the Fire Department open house which was a well 

attended event.  She also attended the HRA meeting last week where the HRA gave support to 

the DCA. 

 

Council Member Boughton reported he attended the recent HRA meeting.  He is excited about 

the HRA’s efforts in applying for a Small Cities Development grant, working to expand the 

CHIP program and the new fire alarm system in the Twin Towers. 

 

He also attended the Mower County League of Cities meeting in Elkton where he learned about 

the WARN system where cities share supplies in times of emergencies at no cost.  He has shared 

that information with Public Works Director Steven Lang. 

 

Council Member Carolan was part of the Fire Department open house and reported that it was a 

great success. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Carolan, adjourning the 

meeting to November 4, 2013.  Carried. 

 

Adjourned:  6:03 pm    

  

Approved:   November 4, 2013   

   

Mayor:       

 

City Recorder:       


