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M I N U T E S 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

November 18, 2013 

5:30 PM 

Council Chambers 

 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Stiehm.  Council Members Judy Enright, Steve King, 

Michael Jordal, Roger Boughton, Jeremy Carolan, Jeff Austin and 

Council Member-at-Large Janet Anderson 

 

MEMBERS ABSENT: None. 

         

STAFF PRESENT: City Administrator Jim Hurm, Director of Administrative Services 

Tom Dankert, Community Development Director Craig Hoium, 

Public Works Director Steven Lang, City Attorney David 

Hoversten, Police Chief Brian Krueger, Fire Commander Brian 

Lovik, Library Director Ann Hokanson, Park and Rec Director 

Kim Underwood and City Clerk Ann Dunlap 

 

OTHERS PRESENT: Marv Repinski, Post-Bulletin, Austin Daily Herald, KAAL TV, 

Public 

 

Mayor Stiehm called the meeting to order at 5:30 pm.   

 

Added to the agenda:   

 

-Approving a gambling premises application for Mower County Council for the Handicapped 

for gambling at Star Liquor.  (The application is being made due to Star Liquor’s change in 

location.) 

 

-Added to the resolution for Item 15:  Fraternal Order of the Eagles #703-Club On-Sale 

License and Tienda y Tequeria Guerrero, Inc. dba Tienda y Taqueria Guerrero-Wine On-Sale 

and Strong Beer License 

 

Moved by Council Member Boughton, seconded by Council Member Austin, approving the 

agenda as amended.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, seconded by Council Member Boughton, 

approving the minutes of November 4, 2013. Carried. 

 

CITIZENS ADDRESSING THE COUNCIL    

 

Marv Repinski, 1005 4
th

 Street SW, expressed his opinion for citizens to adopt homeless 

animals.  He also encouraged the Council to work with Jon Erichson and the HRA to continue to 

address housing complaints in Austin. 
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Fire Commander Brian Lovik addressed the Council to request permission for the use of the fire 

apparatus to assist the Chamber of Commerce by watering their downtown Christmas 

decorations that are to be planted the weekend of November 23
rd

. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, to allow the use of the 

Fire Department apparatus to water the Christmas decorations planted in the downtown planters 

for the Chamber of Commerce the weekend of November 23
rd

.  Carried. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

Moved by Council Member Boughton, seconded by Council Member King, approving the 

consent agenda as follows: 

    

 Claims:  

a. Credit Card, Financial and Investment Reports. 

b. Pre-list of Bills.  

c. Jay Kisner, 400 14
th

 Avenue NE.  This claim was forwarded to the City 

Attorney to protect the City’s interest. 

Carried. 

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS: 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang presented on the building demolition bid.  The home located 

at 508 21
st
 Street SW was purchased by the City as part of the Turtle Creek Flood Mitigation 

Project and sold at auction in November.  Bids were taken for the demolition of the residential 

foundation once the home is moved.  The bids were received, opened and tabulated according to 

law, and the following bid was received complying with the advertisement: 

 

Bidder:  Bid Amount:   

Wallace Bustad Excavating, Inc.                                            $5,250.00 

 

The proceeds from the sale of the home will be used to fund this work.  Steven Lang 

recommended awarding the bid to Wallace Bustad Excavating, Inc.  

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Enright, awarding bid for 

demolition of a residential foundation located at 508 21
st
 Street SW to Wallace Bustad 

Excavating, Inc.  Carried 7-0. 

 

PETITIONS AND REQUESTS: 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Enright, adopting a resolution 

setting a public hearing for December 16, 2013 on the adoption of the 5-year Capital 

Improvement Plan.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, setting a 

public hearing for December 2, 2013 on the annexation of Turtle Creek 1.  Carried. 
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Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Enright, adopting a resolution 

setting a public assessment hearing for December 16, 2013 for street improvement assessment, 

Project 1-A-13.  Carried 7-0. 

  

Director of Financial Services Tom Dankert presented on Austin Youth Hockey Association’s 

annual request for a gambling premises permit.  The permit would be used for their calendar 

raffle and the State of Minnesota requires approval from the local level prior to the State issuing 

the gambling permit. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Austin, adopting a resolution 

approving a gambling premises permit for Austin Youth Hockey Association, Inc. for raffle 

gambling to be held at Packer Arena.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Council Member King expressed his disagreement with the with the Fire Civil Service 

Commission’s recommendation for Fire Chief.  He would like to see the internal candidate Terry 

Peterson, who has been with the department since 1992, promoted to the position.  He also added 

that the point difference between the candidates was marginal but he would welcome James 

McCoy to the department. 

 

City Administrator Jim Hurm added that the Fire Civil Service Commission recommended James 

McCoy for the Fire Chief position. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Boughton, approving the Fire 

Civil Service Commission’s recommendation of James McCoy for Fire Chief.  Carried. 5-1 with 

Council Member King voting nay and Council Member Carolan abstaining due to a conflict of 

interest. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a resolution 

approving a memorandum of understanding with Law Enforcement Labor Services, Inc. Local 

73 for payout of unused holiday hours.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a resolution 

approving a memorandum of understanding with Austin Police Department Supervisors for 

payout of unused holiday hours. Carried 7-0. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Enright, adopting a resolution 

setting the positions and wage rates for the 2014 seasonal and part time positions.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Enright, adopting a resolution 

granting 2014 off-sale liquor licenses, club on-sale licenses and wine on-sale licenses.  Carried 7-

0.  

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, approving extending 

the yard waste program at the Cook Farm site until December 8, 2013.  Carried. 

 

Council Member Enright asked if the City would be advertising the extension.  Director of 

Public Works Steven Lang stated the initial advertisement is usually done with the County at a 

cost but was uncertain of what that publication cost was. 
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Mayor Stiehm stated he would like the Herald to write a story on the extension. 

 

Council Member Enright added that it should be placed on the City website and Facebook page.  

 

City Administrator Jim Hurm presented on the action to terminate the leave of 

absence/employment of Doug Mauer.  Mr. Mauer was one of the building inspectors and 

suffered a series of injuries both on and off the job resulting in him unable to return to work. 

 

Community Development Director Craig Hoium stated Mr. Mauer worked for the City for ten 

years and did an excellent job.  This action has nothing to do with his job performance.  He also 

wished him the best in the future. 

 

Mayor Stiehm also stated that Mr. Mauer was an excellent employee. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, ending 

Mr. Mauer’s voluntary leave and terminating his employment subject to his right for a hearing 

before the City Council, should he make such a request.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member King, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to contract for removal of junk and/or illegally stored vehicles 

at 816 7
th

 Avenue NE – Ramos/Martinez property.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to contract for removal of junk and/or illegally stored vehicles 

at 406-408 9
th

 Street NE – Talamantes property.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member King, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to contract for removal of junk and/or illegally stored vehicles 

at 900 4
th

 Avenue NW – Schmitz property.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member King, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to contract for removal of junk and/or illegally stored vehicles 

at 1308 9
th

 Avenue NW – Jimenez/Ayala property.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to contract for removal of junk and/or illegally stored vehicles 

at 1914 5
th

 Avenue SE – Rasaphone property.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, adopting a resolution 

approving a gambling premises permit for Mower County Council for the Handicapped for 

gambling to be held at Star Liquor, 205 11
th

 Street NE.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, approving the 

performance evaluation of the City Administrator.  Carried. 
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REPORTS 

 

Council Member-at-Large Anderson reported the Paint the Town Pink committee is currently 

welcoming any new projects or ideas citizens may have for the Paint the Town Pink week in 

February 2014.  

 

Park and Recreation Director Kim Underwood reported there are public skating times at Packer 

Arena on the following days:  November 20
th

 4:45-6:15 p.m.; November 22
nd

 4:45-6:15 p.m.; 

November 23
rd

 1:30-3:00 p.m.; November 24
th

 1:30-3:00 p.m.; November 27
th

 4:30-7:30 p.m.; 

November 29
th

 1:45-3:00 p.m. and November 30
th

 1:30-3:00 p.m.  

 

Park and Rec also has free volleyball for ages 11-18 for the next four Mondays and is taking 

registration for youth wrestling. 

 

Library Director Ann Hokanson reported that author Beatrice Ojakangas will be at the Library 

for a talk and book signing on Friday, November 22
nd

 at 5:00 p.m.  She has written more than a 

dozen cookbooks and has been featured on various cooking shows.  Her specialty is 

Scandinavian cooking.    

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Enright, adjourning the 

meeting to December 2, 2013 at 5:30 p.m.  Carried. 

 

Adjourned:  5:50 pm    

  

Approved:   December 2, 2013   

   

Mayor:       

 

City Recorder:       

 

 

 

 


