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M I N U T E S 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

February 3, 2014 

5:30 PM 

Council Chambers 

 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Stiehm.  Council Members Judy Enright, Steve King, 

Michael Jordal, Roger Boughton, Jeremy Carolan, Jeff Austin and 

Council Member-at-Large Janet Anderson 

 

MEMBERS ABSENT:  

         

STAFF PRESENT: Director of Administrative Services Tom Dankert, Public Works 

Director Steven Lang, City Attorney David Hoversten, Police 

Chief Brian Krueger, Fire Chief Jim McCoy, Library Director Ann 

Hokanson, Park and Rec Director Kim Underwood and City Clerk 

Ann Kasel 

 

OTHERS PRESENT: Steve Howard, Sue Howard, Kathy Scabby Robe Parnett, Austin 

Daily Herald, Public 

 

Mayor Stiehm called the meeting to order at 5:30 pm.   

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Carolan, approving the agenda.  

Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Boughton, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, 

approving the minutes of January 21, 2014. Carried. 

 

CITIZENS ADDRESSING THE COUNCIL    

 

Kathy Scabby Robe Parnett, 807 10
th

 Street NE, questioned what the City could do about a well 

located by her son’s home that was not sealed.  

 

Director of Public Works Steven Lang identified the well and stated it was capped last year by 

the property owner in accordance with Minnesota Department of Health regulations.  

 

AWARDS AND RECOGNITIONS 

 

Mayor Stiehm presented Director of Financial Services Tom Dankert with the Certificate of 

Achievement for Excellence in Financial Reporting.  This is the 28
th

 straight year the City has 

received the award which is the highest form of recognition in governmental accounting and 

financial reporting.  Tom thanked his staff, Melissa, Kim and Don, for all of their hard work to 

achieve this accomplishment. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 
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Moved by Council Member Boughton, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, 

approving the consent agenda as follows: 

 

 Licenses: 

 

  -Excavation:  Harty Mechanical, Inc. 1600 1
st
 Avenue SE 

  -Food:  D&R Star, 1304 ½ 10
th

 Drive SE 

  -Master Plumber:  Harty Mechanical, Inc. 1600 1
st
 Avenue SE 

 -Owner Amusement Device:  National Entertainment Network, 325 Interlocken 

Parkway B, Broomfield, CO 

 -Premises Amusement Device:  National Entertainment Network, 325 Interlocken 

Parkway B, Broomfield, CO 

  -Sign Installer:  Winkels Electric, Inc., 111 21
st
 Street SE, Rochester 

 -Temporary 3.2 Beer:  Austin Jaycees at the Paramount Theatre February 6, 2014 

 

 Claims: 

a. Pre-list of bills 

b. Jennifer Sabanish, 508 7
th

 Street NE, Austin.  This claim was forwarded to 

the City Attorney to protect the City’s interest.   

Carried. 

 

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS: 

 

Jon Erichson, the Director of the Housing Redevelopment Authority, held a public hearing on the 

HRA’s grant application for a Small Cities Development Program for owner occupied housing 

rehabilitation in the South Crane neighborhood.  The preliminary results have been determined 

and the City of Austin is one of the 36 out of 78 applications that were determined to be 

competitive or marginally competitive totaling 19 million in requested funds.  If the grant is 

awarded, up to 20 owner occupied homes in the South Crane neighborhood would be 

rehabilitated.  The homes selected are based on low to moderate income qualifications and up to 

95% of the rehabilitation cost would be forgiven if the home owner maintains residence in the 

property for seven years.  The remaining 5% would be funded by a low-interest loan through the 

HRA. The maximum grant per property would be $22,000 with the total grant request being in 

the amount of $497,000. 

 

Council Member-at-Large Anderson asked Jon Erichson to explain what types of things the grant 

funds could be used for.  Jon stated it could be used for sewer or water lines, handicapped 

accessible ramps, windows, roofs, siding and life and safety issues on the inside of the property.   

 

Mayor Stiehm asked what the criteria for the grant would be.  Jon Erichson stated it would be for 

owner occupied homes whose owners are in the low to moderate income category.   

 

Marv Repinski, 1005 4
th

 Street SW, expressed his approval of the proposed grant and 

commended the work the HRA is completing under Jon Erichson’s leadership. 

 

William Young, 1504 10
th

 Street NW, questioned the properties that were not shaded on the 

map. (see backup materials for map) 
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Jon Erichson stated the non-shaded homes are non-owner occupied or rental properties.  

 

Mr. Young asked if any of those properties or abandoned properties in the area would be 

addressed. 

 

Jon Erichson stated approximately half of the neighborhood is non-owner occupied. The goal 

would be to follow up with another grant on those properties.    

 

JoAnne Benson, 908 15
th

 Avenue NE, questioned what the likelihood of receiving the grant is 

since not very many people attended the public hearing.   

 

Jon Erichson stated the HRA would be canvassing the neighborhood to encourage home owners 

to fill out the application.  He also encouraged residents to talk to their neighbors.  

 

Ms. Benson questioned if a person purchasing on a contract for deed would qualify under the 

grant. 

 

Jon Erichson stated that a contract for deed would qualify under the grant. 

 

There were no further comments on the public hearing.  No Council action needed at the time. 

 

PETITIONS AND REQUESTS: 

 

Director of Parks and Recreation Kim Underwood presented on the Nature Center’s request to 

build a new visitor’s center.  The Nature Center would like permission from the Council to start 

the fundraising process and get architects working on a design. 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, seconded by Council Member Boughton, 

approving the Hormel Nature Center’s request to move forward with plans and a fundraising 

campaign for a new visitor’s center.  Carried. 

 

Chamber of Commerce Executive Director Sandy Forstner presented on the Vision 2020 pass 

through donation to AustinWorks.  The Hormel Foundation has indicated $35,000 in funding for 

each of the next three years to fund a newly created program called AustinWorks.  The purpose 

of the program is to attract, develop and sustain and quality workforce with skills that align with 

current and future career opportunities in Austin and the surrounding areas. 

 

Moved by Council Member Boughton, seconded by Council Member Enright, adopting a 

resolution accepting the donation from the Hormel Foundation to AustinWorks.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Director of Administrative Services Tom Dankert presented on the proposed agreement between 

United Automobile, Aircraft, Aerospace, Agricultural Workers of America (UAW) and its Local 

867-Waterwater Treatment Plant and the City of Austin for calendar years 2014-2016.  The three 

year agreement provides for a 2% wage increase on January 1
st
 of each contract year, an 

increased clothing allowance to $175.00 annually, safety glasses allowance changing from $100 

every year to $200 every other year, increased meal allowance to $8.00 for employees that are 

required to work through lunch or supper, change in language when double time is paid, 

increasing one-call pay to $1.50 and an additional two days of time and one-half premiums pay 

for employees scheduled to work.   
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Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a resolution 

approving an agreement between United Automobile, Aircraft, Aerospace, Agricultural Workers 

of America (UAW) and its Local 867-Waterwater Treatment Plant and the City of Austin for 

calendar years 2014-2016.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Director of Parks and Recreation Kim Underwood requested the Council accept a gift to Parks 

and Recreation in the amount of $2,500 from Dr. Richard and Belita Schindler. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a resolution 

accepting gifts to the Parks and Recreation department in the amount of $2,500.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Enright, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally stored 

vehicles at 2004 3
rd

 Avenue NE, Majerus Property.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member King, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally stored 

vehicles at 1000 4
th

 Avenue NE, Talamantes Property.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member King, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally stored 

vehicles at 1706 3
rd

 Avenue NW, Bentzin Property.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Enright, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally stored 

vehicles at 1509 1
st
 Avenue SE, Heimsness/Granholm Property.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Enright, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally stored 

vehicles at 600 2
nd

 Avenue SW, Rodriguez/Vargas Property.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member King, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally stored 

vehicles at 704 2
nd

 Avenue SW, Gonzalez Property.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member King, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally stored 

vehicles at 708 2
nd

 Avenue SW, Hartland Property.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Boughton, seconded by Council Member King, granting the 

Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally 

stored vehicles at 905 4
th

 Avenue SW, Deyo Property.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Enright, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally stored 

vehicles at 711 9
th

 Avenue SW, Gomez/Gonzalez Property. Carried. 

 



  5 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member King, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally stored 

vehicles at 1201 10
th

 Avenue SW, Williamette Property.  Carried. 

 

REPORTS 

 

Council Member Boughton reported he recently attended the Minnesota Legal Conference on 

conflict resolution. 

 

Council Member Jordal attended a Community Education Advisory Council meeting and where 

the community education book was reviewed.  The book should be in the Shopper shortly.   

 

Council Member-at-Large Anderson stated the Paint the Town Pink activities have started.  

There are events coming up in Brownsdale.  The City of Austin’s events are February 14
th

-23
rd

 

and there is a full list of events on the City website and Facebook page.   

 

Council Member Austin noted Mayor Stiehm’s birthday and the Council and staff sang to the 

Mayor. 

 

Council Member Enright stated there is a Beyond the Yellow Ribbon breakfast fundraiser at the 

VFW on Sunday, February 9
th

 from 8 a.m. to noon. 

 

Director Public Works Steven Lang stated the notices for street improvements were mailed 

recently and the public informational meeting is the evening of Wednesday, February 12
th

 with 

specific time slots for each project.   

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Carolan, adjourning the 

meeting to February 18, 2014.  Carried. 

 

Adjourned:  5:59 pm    

  

Approved:   February 18, 2014   

   

Mayor:       

 

City Recorder:       

 

 

 

 

 

 


