
M I N U T E S 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

March 3, 2014 

5:30 PM 

Council Chambers 

 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Stiehm.  Council Members Steve King, Michael Jordal, 

Roger Boughton, Jeremy Carolan, Jeff Austin and Council 

Member-at-Large Janet Anderson 

 

MEMBERS ABSENT: Council Member Enright 

         

STAFF PRESENT: Director of Administrative Services Tom Dankert, Community 

Development Director Craig Hoium, Public Works Director Steven 

Lang, City Attorney David Hoversten, Police Chief Brian Krueger, 

Fire Chief Jim McCoy, Library Director Ann Hokanson, Park and 

Rec Director Kim Underwood and City Clerk Ann Kasel 

 

OTHERS PRESENT: Marian Clennon, KAAL TV, Public  

 

Mayor Stiehm called the meeting to order at 5:30 pm.   

 

Added to the agenda:   

 

 5.    Consent Agenda:  License - Excavation, S & S Waterworks, 2002 2
nd

 Avenue NW 

 

(mot) 18.  Granting the Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of 

refuse and junk at 916 14
th

 Avenue SE, Williams Property. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Jordal, approving the agenda as 

amended.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Boughton, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, 

approving the minutes of February 18, 2014. Carried. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, approving the consent 

agenda as follows: 

 

 Licenses:   

 Exempt Gambling Permit: United Catholic Schools Foundation/Pacelli 

Catholic Schools at St. Edwards Corcoran Center on April 26, 2014 

 Excavation, S & S Waterworks, 2002 2
nd

 Avenue NW 

   Food:  Belem, Inc. d/b/a Alicia Bakery, 1017 2
nd

 Avenue NE 



   Food:  The Brickhouse, 412 3
rd

 Avenue NE  

   Garbage Hauler:  Y Waste Removal, Inc., PO Box 336 

 Temporary Liquor: United Catholic Schools Foundation/Pacelli Catholic 

Schools at St. Edwards Corcoran Center on April 26, 2014 

   

  Claims: 

a. Pre-list of bills. 

b. Budget Report. 

Carried. 

 

BID OPENINGS AND AWARDS: 

 

The City received bids for the 2014 seasonal supply of bituminous material used for patching 

residential areas.  The bid received was as follows: 

 

Bidder       Base Bid                                      Mileage                    Total 

Ulland Bros. Inc.       $252,000         $37,170                      $289,170 

 

Director of Public Works Steven Lang stated this is a 7% decrease from the previous year. 

 

Council Member Austin asked if there was a reason the City only received one bid. 

 

Mr. Lang stated the City only received one bid in 2013 also.  In 2012, there was a bid from a 

Rochester company but the City has implemented a policy for the supplier to be within 40 miles 

of the City to decrease travel time.   

 

Moved by Council Member Boughton, seconded by Council Member Jordal, adopting a 

resolution awarding the bid for the 2014 seasonal supply of bituminous material to Ulland Bros., 

Inc.  Carried 6-0. 

 

The City received bids for the 2014 yearly supply of asphalt emulsion used for chip sealing.  The 

bids received were as follows: 

 

Bidder     Amount 

Henry G. Meigs, LLC   $98,964.25 

Flint Hills Resources, LP  $105,595.00 

 

Director of Public Works Steven Lang stated these bids are down approximately 15% from 2013 

and there is $110,000 budgeted for 2014.  Mr. Lang recommended awarding the bid to Henry G. 

Meigs, LLC.   

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, adopting a resolution 

awarding the bid for the 2014 yearly supply of asphalt emulsion to Henry G. Meigs, LLC. 

Carried 6-0. 

 

PETITIONS AND REQUESTS: 



 

City Attorney David Hoversten presented on the title issue affecting the City owned parking lot 

East of the Trader’s Bar parcel.  It is recommended that the City of Austin join in the Port 

Authority’s legal action due to a possible gap or overlap of legal descriptions.  A quiet title 

action will be initiated in District Court to resolve any title complications so the parcels will be 

able to be developed or sold.   

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, 

authorizing joining litigation anticipated to be commenced by the Austin Port Authority for the 

purposes of clarifying and resolving title issues relating to the property boundary on the West 

side of the City Parking lot located within Lots 4 and 5 of Block 29, Original City of Austin, 

Mower County, Minnesota.  Carried. 

 

Director of Public Works Steven Lang presented on the Airport hangar building storage 

purchase.  The City of Austin owns three hangars at the Municipal Airport.  Hangar #1 and #2 

are leased to the Fixed Based Operator as part of the airport maintenance agreement and are used 

for aircraft rental space and aircraft maintenance.  Hangar #3 is owned by the City and was 

moved to its location as part of improvements to the airport.  It currently is used for storage of 

airport and non-airport items.  The Council recently authorized the purchase of a front-end 

loader, snow blower, sweep broom and snow pusher for snow removal operations at the airport.  

The new equipment will be delivered in March or April and would be stored in Hangar #3. 

 

The City has received interest from an airport user to purchase hangar #3 to relocate their 

operations from the Rochester airport to the Austin airport.  They are currently renting space at 

the Austin airport but are looking purchase or build a new space. 

 

The following options were proposed: 

 

1. Keep the hangar and utilize it for snow removal equipment and miscellaneous 

storage. 

2. Have the hangar appraised and negotiate with the buyer on a purchase price.  If the 

hangar is sold, the City will need repay MnDOT the $15,957 related to funds used to 

move the hangar to the current location. 

 

Cardinal Realty estimated the hangar appraisal at $750 and Robinson Appraisals estimated an 

appraisal at $1,750. 

 

Moved by Council Member Boughton, seconded by Council Member Austin, recommending the 

City retain ownership of Hangar No. 3 at the Austin Municipal Airport.  Carried. 

 

Director of Administrative Services Tom Dankert presented on a request from the Southeastern 

Minnesota League of Municipalities request for Council support for their 2014 Legislative Policy 

Positions.  The SMLM has various positions they present to the legislature to support activities in 

Southeastern Minnesota. 

 



Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, adopting a 

resolution supporting the Southeastern Minnesota League of Municipalities 2014 legislative 

policy positions.  Carried 6-0. 

 

Director of Administrative Services Tom Dankert requested the Council to accept donations to 

the City’s flower program.  The funds are used to decorate the downtown and $20,530 has been 

donated so far.  The City’s budget for the flower program is approximately $30,000 in donations 

from outside sources and $10,000 from the City.  Donations are still being accepted.  

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a resolution 

accepting donations to the 2014 Flower program.  Carried 6-0. 

 

Community Development Director Craig Hoium requested permission to contract for the 

removal of refuse and junk at the property located at 406 2
nd

 Street SE.  He added that there is a 

provision in City ordinance where immediate removal is permitted if the hazard presents a 

hazard to citizens.  This property’s violation has been deemed as hazardous and has been cleaned 

up.  

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Jordal, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of refuse and junk at 406 2
nd

 Street 

SE, RPD Properties property.  Carried. 

 

Director of Public Works Steven Lang requested the Council authorize a partnership with Mower 

County for the annual electronics recycling event on May 3, 2014.  The recycling program 

started in 2011 and over 450,000 pounds of material have been received.  The City would 

provide $500 for advertising, furnish a fork lift and provide a staff person for the event.   

 

Printers, microwaves, consumer electronics, stoves, washers and dryers will be accepted for free, 

plastic televisions and monitors will be $5.00 per item, wood speakers will be $10.00 per pair, 

broken glass on televisions or monitors, bare CRT tubes and destruction of data will also be 

$10.00.  Any item containing Freon or wood counsel/projection televisions will be $15.00 each.  

Items that will not be accepted at the event are smoke detectors, hazardous waste, equipment 

with PCB’s, liquids, light bulbs, fluorescent tubes or items containing mercury. 

 

Mayor Stiehm asked if the amount of the materials collected has increased or decreased.  Mr. 

Lang stated there were 11 truckloads at the first event in 2011 and now it’s down to about 6 

truckloads.  The event is very important as it eliminates electronics at a minimal cost that 

sometimes end up in area parks and ditches.   

  

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, seconded by Council Member Boughton, 

approving a joint electronics recycling event with Mower County at the Mower County 

Fairgrounds on May 3, 2014.  Carried.                                               

 

Director of Parks and Recreation Kim Underwood requested the Council accept donations given 

to Nature Center for summer scholarships. 

 



Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Carolan, adopting a resolution 

accepting gifts to the Parks and Recreation Department.  Carried 6-0. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Carolan, adopting a resolution 

setting a public hearing for April 7, 2014 for a vacation request by Pacelli Catholic School for 

property located on 3
rd

 Avenue NW between 4
th

 Street NW and 5
th

 Street NW.  Carried 6-0. 

 

Director of Public Works Steven Lang presented on the request for construction inspection 

services for phases 4-7 of the North Main Flood Project.  The City has requested prices from 

consulting firms for construction services including the following:  day to day on-site inspection; 

project management, including contractor coordination, plan interpretation, change order 

evaluation and quantity measurements; and as-built measurements and drawing modifications.   

 

The following bids were received: 

 

 Yaggy Colby Associates: $132,840 

 SEH, Inc.   $137,800 

 JHS, Inc.   Not Available 

 

The Engineering Department will oversee the on-site inspectors and continue to perform the 

project management including:  project oversight and direct contact with the Prime Contractors, 

Project Inspectors and SEH Engineers; direct involvement with construction change order, 

design changes and contractor payment requests; and project information management, status 

updates for Council, business and City residents. 

 

The engineering costs will be covered by the DNR grant, EDA grant and Local Option Sales 

Tax.  The City previously hired Yaggy Colby Associates for inspection services on Phase 3 and 

would recommend extending the contract for Phase 4-7 as well. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, adopting a resolution 

Authorizing construction inspection services for Phases 4-7 on the North Main Flood Control 

Project.  Carried 6-0. 

 

Director of Administrative Services Tom Dankert requested the Council to pass a resolution 

giving the City authority to apply for the Small Cities Development Grant on behalf of the HRA.  

This grant would rehabilitate owner occupied homes in Crane South Addition area.   

 

Moved by Council Member Boughton, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, 

adopting a resolution authorizing the City of Austin to apply for the Small Cities Development 

Grant administered through the Department of Employment and Economic Development on 

behalf of the Austin Housing and Redevelopment Authority.  Carried 6-0. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally stored 

vehicles at 916 14
th

 Avenue SE, Williams Property.  Carried. 

 



REPORTS 

 

Council Member-at-Large Anderson reported that the finale event for Paint the Town Pink was 

at Riverland Community College on February 27
th

 and to be watching for the grand total raised 

from all the events shortly. 

 

Director of Parks and Recreation Kim Underwood reported that the Riverside Figure Skating 

Club show is Saturday, March 8
th

 at 7 p.m. and Sunday, March 9
th

 at 2 p.m.  In addition, there 

will be an instructional curling event on March 29
th 

from 1:00 to 5:00 p.m.  

 

Library Director Ann Hokanson stated the first TED X Horace Park event in Austin was a 

success which featured 12 speakers.  A video of the event will be on You Tube shortly.  There is 

also an exhibit at the Library featuring Disasters in Minnesota.  The exhibit will be on display 

through March 16
th

 and includes disasters in Mower County. 

 

Police Chief Brian Krueger commended the Police Department for locating an individual at 2:10 

a.m. intoxicated and buried in a snow bank in the industrial park.  Three officers carried the man 

to a vehicle and took him to Mayo Clinic Health Systems-Austin where he is expected to make a 

full recovery.   

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Carolan, adjourning the 

meeting to March 17, 2014.  Carried. 

 

Adjourned:  5:51 pm    

  

Approved:   March 17, 2014   

   

Mayor:       

 

City Recorder:       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


