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M I N U T E S 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

May 5, 2014 

5:30 PM 

Council Chambers 

 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Stiehm.  Council Members Steve King, Michael Jordal, 

Judy Enright, Jeremy Carolan, Jeff Austin and Council Member-at-

Large Janet Anderson 

 

MEMBERS ABSENT: Council Member Boughton 

         

STAFF PRESENT: Director of Administrative Services Tom Dankert, Community 

Development Director Craig Hoium, Public Works Director Steven 

Lang, City Attorney David Hoversten, Police Chief Brian Krueger, 

Fire Chief Jim McCoy, Park and Rec Director Kim Underwood 

and City Clerk Ann Kasel 

 

OTHERS PRESENT: Nancy Schnable, John Wright, Marv Repinski, Austin Daily 

Herald, Post Bulletin, Marian Clennon, Pat McGarvey, Public 

 

Mayor Stiehm called the meeting to order at 5:30 pm.   

 

Added to the agenda:   

 

 5.    Consent Agenda:  Temporary 3.2 Beer: Austin Jaycees, PO Box 64, on May 30, 2014 on 

 North Main Street. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, approving the agenda 

as amended.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, seconded by Council Member Enright, 

approving the minutes of April 7, 2014 and April 21, 2014. Carried. 

 

CITIZENS ADDRESSING THE COUNCIL    

 

Marv Repinski, expressed the importance of the city administrator position and is pleased that 

the Council is moving forward at this time.    

 

Nancy Schnable, of the Austin Convention and Visitor’s Bureau provided a summary of their 

annual report.  Nancy is the new Director of the CVB and started in June of 2013.  The 2013 year 

was a prosperous year with 121 tour and travel groups and lodging tax revenue increasing 8%. 

Austin is also featured in the 2014 Minnesota Travel Planner eight different times.  

 

Bob Rosel, with the United States Postal Service, presented on the 7
th

 annual food drive.  

Citizens can set canned food by their mail boxes through Saturday, May 10
th

 and the letter 

carriers will pick it up and donate it to local food shelves.  The drive is a competition between 

Austin and Albert Lea. 
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In conjunction, Mayor Stiehm read a proclamation declaring May 10, 2014 as Letter Carrier 

Food Drive Day.   

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Enright, approving the consent 

agenda as follows: 

 

 Licenses:   

   Cab Driver:  Kenneth Halliday, 1907 West Oakland  

   Food/Sidewalk Café: El Mariachi, Inc., 227 North Main Street 

   Food Wagon: Mimi’s Cones, 1208 10
th

 Avenue SW 

Hotel/Motel: (transfer)  Econo Lodge – Shree Mahalaxmi,, LLC, 3303 W 

Oakland Avenue  

Outside Liquor Sales: Bobee Jo’s, 435 10
th

 Street NE, June 28, July 29 & 

August 30, 2014  

Temporary 3.2 Beer: Austin Jaycees, PO Box 64, on May 30, 2014 on 

 North Main Street. 

 Claims:  

a. Pre-list of bills. 

b. Credit card report. 

 

Carried. 

 

BID OPENINGS AND AWARDS: 

 

The City received bids for State Aid asphalt street reconstruction, Project 1-A-14, 8th Avenue 

SW (12th Street to 18th Street).  The bids received were as follows: 

 

Bidder         Amount 

Ulland Brothers, Inc.  $729,205.45 

Wencl Construction  $808,193.10 

Heselton Construction   $830,857.80 

 

Engineer’s Estimate  $873,067.75 

 

The project will be funded using State Aid funding, Fund 49-Capital Improvement Fund, Fund 

61-Waste Water Treatment Plant Fund and Fund 67-Stormwater Utility Fund.  Mr. Lang 

recommended awarding the bid to Ulland Brothers, Inc.   

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Enright, adopting a resolution 

awarding the bid for State Aid asphalt street reconstruction, Project 1-A-14, 8th Avenue SW 

(12th Street to 18th Street) to Ulland Brothers, Inc.  Carried 6-0. 

 

The City received bids for State Aid asphalt street mill and overlay, Project 7-A-13, 8th Street 

NW (17th Avenue to 18th Avenue) & 17th Avenue NW (4th Street to 8th Street).  The bid 

received was as follows: 
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Bidder         Amount 

Ulland Brothers, Inc.  $167,106.40 

 

Engineer’s Estimate  $152,204.75 

 

The project will be funded using State Aid Funds and Fund 49-Capital Improvement Fund.   

 

Council Member King stated he received a letter from Mr. Sherman of Usems objecting to the 

sidewalk.   Mr. Sherman, along with a representative from Perkins, requested to discuss the topic 

at the work session following the meeting.   

 

Mr. Lang stated that Torgerson Properties is a willing landowner on the project and HyVee is 

planning on adding sidewalk to their property also, at their cost.   

 

Council Member King made a motion to award the project without the sidewalk.  

 

City Attorney David Hoversten stated the bid cannot be separated as that is how it was 

advertised.  The entire project must be awarded at one time. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Enright, to table awarding the 

bid for State Aid asphalt street mill and overlay, Project 7-A-13, 8th Street NW (17th Avenue to 

18th Avenue) & 17th Avenue NW (4th Street to 8th Street).  Carried 4-2 with Council Members 

Carolan and Austin voting nay.   

 

The City received bids for Project 6-A-13, Kaufman Park Area - (9th Avenue SE – Abandoned 

RR to 8th Street), (10th Avenue SE – Abandoned RR to 8th Street), (11th Avenue SE – 

Abandoned RR to 8th Street), (6th Street SE – 8th Avenue to 10th Avenue) and (7th Street SE – 

8th Avenue to 11th Avenue).  Mr. Lang noted this is a residential area involving complete 

roadway reconstruction.  The bids received were as follows: 

 

Bidder         Amount 

Ulland Brothers, Inc.  $1,194,978.50 

Heselton Construction   $1,256,664.20 

 

Engineer’s Estimate  $1,375,297.00 

 

The project will be funded using Fund 49-Capital Improvement Fund, Fund 61-Waste Water 

Treatment Plant Fund and Fund 67-Stormwater Utility Fund.  Mr. Lang recommended awarding 

the bid to Ulland Brothers, Inc. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Enright, adopting a resolution 

awarding the bid for Project 6-A-13, Kaufman Park Area - (9th Avenue SE – Abandoned RR to 

8th Street), (10th Avenue SE – Abandoned RR to 8th Street), (11th Avenue SE – Abandoned RR 

to 8th Street), (6th Street SE – 8th Avenue to 10th Avenue) and (7th Street SE – 8th Avenue to 

11th Avenue) to Ulland Brothers, Inc.  Carried 6-0. 
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The City received bids for the Animal Control Building.  Mr. Lang stated the City purchased the 

property recently and is ready to move forward with the construction of the building.  The 

facility will house animals for the Police Department.  The bids received were as follows: 

 

 

Bidder         Amount 

The Joseph Company  $265,000 

Wagner Construction Co.  $283,000 

Schwab, LLC  $290,000 

JD Driver, LTD  $294,000 

Lembke Construction  $300,790 

Moh’s Construction  $333,000 

Met-Con Construction  $393,000 

 

Mr. Lang recommended awarding the bid to the Joseph Company. 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a 

resolution awarding the bid for the Animal Control Facility to the Joseph Company.  Carried 6-0. 

 

PETITIONS AND REQUESTS: 

 

Director of Administrative Services Tom Dankert requested the Council authorize the City’s 

participation in the State Auditor’s Voluntary 2014 performance measurement program.  The 

City would offer a survey to citizens via Survey Monkey and the results would be posted on the 

City website. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Carolan, adopting a 

resolution affirming participation in the Office of the State Auditor’s Voluntary 2014 

Performance Measurements Program.  Carried 6-0. 

 

Director of Administrative Services Tom Dankert presented on the Ellumilite loan modification.  

In May of 2012 the City Council approved a loan of $100,000 out of the Small Business 

Revolving Loan Fund.  They have fallen behind on the payments and would like to have the loan 

re-amortized to allow the company to use their existing cash flow to create more product and not 

be used for back loan payments.  

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Enright, adopting a resolution 

authorizing the modification of the Ellumilite loan.  Carried 6-0. 

 

Director of Parks and Recreation Kim Underwood requested the City join the National Joint 

Powers Alliance (NJPA) for joint purchasing power resulting in savings to the City.  It is 

estimated that the City would save $4,200 on the purchase of a stump grinder, which is currently 

not on the State contract.  There is no cost or obligation to the City to join. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, 

authorizing the City of Austin become a member of the National Joint Powers Alliance. Carried. 

 

Fire Chief McCoy requested the Council approve the City join HGACBuy for the purchase of 

Fire Department capital items.  HGACBuy allows access to volume and purchasing discounts.  It 
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would eliminate the need to hire consultants for large purchases and would publish legal notices 

for competitive bids and proposals.  The Fire Department is anticipating the purchase of a tanker 

truck in 2015 and membership in this organization would result in significant savings.  There is 

no cost to the City to be a member.  

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Enright, authorizing the City 

of Austin become a member of HGACBuy.  Carried.   

 

Director of Parks and Recreation Kim Underwood requested authorization to modify the 2014 

Capital Improvement Program budget to remove the purchase of the 8 foot blade for a skid 

loader for $8,000 to cover overages on a stump grinder ($4,800) and trucks ($1,200).  The 

replacement of the blade would not be missed in 2014 but not replacing the other items would 

cause a hardship on Park and Rec.   

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Enright, modifying the 2014 

Capital Improvement Budget for the Parks and Recreation Department to reallocate $8,000 for a 

skid loader blade toward purchasing trucks and a stump grinder.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, 

authorizing the hiring a City Administrator.  Carried. 

 

City Clerk Ann Kasel requested the Council to authorize funding for the paperless agenda project 

which is one of the 2014 City Council goals.  The change to paperless agendas would save time 

and paper.  The requested budget would be $10,000 for the iPads and software and $2,500 for 

replacement televisions in the Council Chambers. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Enright, adopting a resolution 

authorizing funding the paperless Council agenda proposal from general fund contingency with 

the replacement televisions coming from Cable Access PEG fees.  Carried 5-1 with Council 

Member Jordal voting Nay. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Carolan, approving a street 

closing request from Bobee Jo’s for street dances on June 28
th

, July 26
th

 and August 30, 2014.  

Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Carolan, granting the 

Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally 

stored vehicles at 1108 2
nd

 Avenue NW, Ernst property.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Enright, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally stored 

vehicles at 611 11
th

 Avenue NW, JS2 Properties property. Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally stored 

vehicles at 806 2
nd

 Avenue SW, Korfhage property.  Carried. 
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Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally stored 

vehicles at 904 9
th

 Avenue SW, Ruble property.  Carried.   

 

Director of Administrative Services Tom Dankert noted the City received a $500 gift to Parks 

and Recreation and $45 in gifts to the 2014 flower program and asked the Council to accept the 

donations.  

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Carolan, adopting a resolution 

accepting donations to the City of Austin.  Carried 6-0. 

 

Police Chief Krueger requested the Council authorize the sale of 15 Motorola PM 1500 VHF 

radios that are no longer needed due to radio upgrades.  Bids will be taken for the radios.  

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Austin, authorizing the sale 

of Austin Police Department surplus property – 15 Motorola 1500 VHF radios.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Carolan, approving an event 

application for the Austin Haitian Hustle on June 28, 2014.  Carried. 

 

Director of Parks and Recreation Kim Underwood requested Council support of a law in the 

legislature which would provide funding for the upgrade of Freon used in arenas.  

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, seconded by Council Member Enright, for a 

motion in support of bonding bill SF2652- to appropriate funds for Mighty Ducks grants to 

improve indoor air quality and eliminate R-22 refrigerant in ice facilities.  Carried. 

 

Director of Parks and Recreation Kim Underwood requested Council authorization for additional 

time to plant trees as specified in a bonding grant received.  Due to the cold, long winters the 

planting seasons have been shortened and Mrs. Underwood requested an extension until 

December 1, 2014.  

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Carolan, authorizing 

extension to the Community Forest Bonding Grant.  Carried. 

 

REPORTS 

 

Mayor Stiehm received a request from the Air Force Drill team to perform on June 24, 2014 at 

3:00.  The show would be approximately 15 to 20 minutes in length.  More information will be 

coming from the Air Force Drill team. 

 

In addition, Spruce up Austin will be planting a tree on May 6
th

 at 11:00 a.m. in honor of the 

organization’s 25
th

 year.  The Mayor will read a proclamation and the event will take place at 

East Side Lake. 

 

Council Member-at-Large Anderson thanked everyone who participated in the electronics and 

appliance recycling event.  Director of Public Works Steven Lang stated approximately five 

trucks were filled. 
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Marv Repinski provided an additional citizen comment.  He stated that the memorial service for 

Terry Dilley, a former professor at Riverland Community College, will be Saturday, May 10, 

2014.   

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adjourning the meeting 

to May 19, 2014.  Carried. 

 

Adjourned:    6:07 pm   

  

Approved:   May 19, 2014   

   

Mayor:       

 

City Recorder:       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


