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M I N U T E S 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

May 19, 2014 

5:30 PM 

Council Chambers 

 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Stiehm.  Council Members Steve King, Michael Jordal, 

Roger Boughton, Judy Enright, Jeremy Carolan, Jeff Austin and 

Council Member-at-Large Janet Anderson 

 

MEMBERS ABSENT:  

         

STAFF PRESENT: Director of Administrative Services Tom Dankert, Community 

Development Director Craig Hoium, Public Works Director Steven 

Lang, Assistant City Attorney Craig Byram, Police Chief Brian 

Krueger, Fire Chief Jim McCoy, Library Director Ann Hokanson, 

Park and Rec Director Kim Underwood and City Clerk Ann Kasel 

 

OTHERS PRESENT:  

 

Mayor Stiehm called the meeting to order at 5:30 pm.   

 

Added to the agenda:   

 

 5.    Consent Agenda:   

 

Exempt Gambling (Bingo):  Austin Area Veteran’s Council, July 3-4, 2014 at the Veteran’s 

Pavilion 

 

15.  Granting the Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of 

refuse and junk at the following properties: 

 

(mot)  a. 509 8
th

 Street NE, Chandee & Khlek property. 

(mot)  b. 507 8
th

 Street NE, Wiseman property. 

(mot)  c. 711 6
th

 Avenue SE, Nelson property. 

(mot)  d. 1508 8
th

 Street SE, Sucha & Welke property. 
    
(res) 16.  Granting a club on-sale liquor license to the Austin Area Commission for the Arts. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Carolan, approving the agenda 

as amended.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, seconded by Council Member Enright, 

approving the minutes of May 5, 2014 and May 12, 2014. Carried. 
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AWARDS AND RECOGNITIONS 

 

Jim Halsey with the Austin Fire Department, provided an update on the MDA boot camp he and 

Commander Lovik recently attended.  They bowled with children that have muscular dystrophy 

and the camp served as the kickoff for this year’s fundraising efforts.  The Austin Fire 

Department raised over $18,000 last year, which was ranked 4
th

 in the country and 1
st
 in the tri-

state area for per-firefighter fundraising.  The Department received a golden ax to recognize the 

ranking.  The proposed dates for the 2014 Fill the Boot drive are August 13
th

 – 15
th

.  

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, approving 

the consent agenda as follows: 

 

 Licenses: 

   Concrete:  Landmark Concrete, 117 E. Main Street, Clarks Grove 

  Exempt Gambling Raffle: Riverland Community College Foundation at 

Holiday Inn of Austin/Torges, 1701 4
th

 Street NW, on July 26, 2014 

  Exempt Gambling (Bingo):  Austin Area Veteran’s Council, July 3-4, 2014 at 

the Veteran’s Pavillion 

 

  Claims: 

a. Finance and Investment Reports   

b. Pre-list of bills. 

Carried. 

  

BID OPENINGS AND AWARDS: 

 

The City received bids for State Aid asphalt street mill and overlay with sidewalk construction, 

Project 7-A-13, 8
th

 Street NW (12
th

 Street to 18
th

 Street).  The bid was received on May 1, 2014 

and was as follows: 

 

Bidder     Amount 

 

Ulland Brothers, Inc.   $167,106.40 

 

Engineer’s Estimate   $152,204.75 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang stated the matter was tabled from the May 5, 2014 Council 

meeting for a discussion on the sidewalk placement.  Tom Sherman of Usem’s and Larry 

Eisenberg of Perkins both objected to the sidewalk during the May 5, 2014 work session.  

Additional information was provided to the Council in regard to assessment history, procedures 

and the City’s Complete Streets Policy.  Mr. Lang also provided an aerial view of the area with 

the proposed sidewalk outlined.  Mr. Lang recommended awarding the project to Ulland 

Brothers, Inc. 

 

Larry Eisenberg, with Perkins and Torgerson Properties, spoke against the sidewalk on behalf of 

himself and Tom Sherman of Usem’s, who could not attend the meeting.  Mr. Eisenberg 

appreciated the Council taking additional time to review the matter and requested the sidewalk 
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be placed on the north side of the road because the businesses on the south side of the road have 

approximately 500 cars pulling in and out each day and the sidewalk would create a hazard for 

pedestrians.   

 

Mayor Stiehm stated putting the sidewalk on 16
th

 Avenue would be an option but then the grant 

would not be applicable and the project would have to be paid for by the citizens.  In addition, 

placing the sidewalk on the north side is not the engineer’s recommendation and would be 

showing favoritism to certain businesses.  Therefore, the question then is to either have the 

sidewalk where it is proposed or not include it at all.   

 

Mr. Eisenberg noted that there is no sidewalk from the Interstate 90 area to the proposed 

sidewalk.   

 

Mr. Lang stated there would be a connection eventually as future projects are completed. 

 

Mr. Eisenberg stated that Mr. Sherman is concerned about the sidewalk taking away from the 

area where he shows his vehicles. 

 

Merlene Stiles, of the Austin Sustainability Taskforce, spoke in favor of the sidewalk stating the 

Taskforce believes the sidewalk is necessary for pedestrian safety in the growing commercial 

area.  The Taskforce’s goal is to implement the twenty-eight initiatives of the Minnesota 

Greensteps program and one of those is a complete streets policy.    

 

Sandy Forstner with the Chamber’s government affairs committee, would like the Council to 

consider other options instead of placing the sidewalk where it is proposed due to the negative 

impact on businesses.   

 

Council Member King stated his position hasn’t changed from the last meeting.  He is against the 

sidewalk as he felt the area isn’t pedestrian friendly.  He also wanted to respect the property 

owner’s rights. 

 

Council Member Austin felt the matter comes down to a procedural issue.  The process began in 

December of 2013 with resolutions passed by Council.  After that, mailings were sent out to 

property owners and multiple public meetings were held.  Property owners were given ample 

opportunity to come forward and argue their case and that wasn’t done at any point.  

Additionally, the City has a Complete Streets Policy which should be followed, especially in this 

busy retail area.  

 

Council Member-at-Large Anderson stated she voted to table the matter in last meeting but has 

changed her opinion in favor of the sidewalk.  She believes it is wise to be focused on the future 

and development of the area to make it pedestrian friendly.  She would like to defer to the 

Engineer’s opinion regarding placement and liked that the sidewalk will be connected to Hy-

Vee’s sidewalk project.  Mrs. Anderson stated she understands the concerns about traffic but that 

is true of any busy street. 

 

Council Member Jordal was in favor of sidewalk because it will be a connecting point for 

Austin’s biggest hotel/convention space and popular restaurants and retail.  
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After additional discussion, moved by Council Member Boughton, seconded by Council 

Member Austin, adopting a resolution awarding the bid for Project 7-A-13, 8
th

 Street NW (12
th

 

Street to 18
th

 Street) to Ulland Bros., Inc.  Carried 6-1 with Council Member King voting nay. 

 

PETITIONS AND REQUESTS: 

 

Director of Administrative Services Tom Dankert presented the proposed consulting services 

agreement between the City of Austin and Patrick McGarvey.  Mr. McGarvey would be paid a 

lump sum of $5,000, plus expenses, for his services in hiring a City administrator. 

 

Mayor Stiehm stated this is a good move by the City and we are fortunate to have Mr. McGarvey 

assist in the process. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Enright, adopting a resolution 

approving a contract with Pat McGarvey for consulting services to hire a City Administrator. 

Carried 7-0. 

 

Chief McCoy presented on the Fire Department’s request for a Stallion Air Compressor.  In 

March of 2014 the 14 year old air compressor at the Fire Station was in need of repairs.  The 

Eagle Air regional manager indicated that the repairs would be cost prohibitive and could not 

guarantee the repairs would fix the problem.  It was determined that the company would not try 

to fix the outdated machine.  It was recommended to upgrade the current 5.0 hp system to a 10.0 

hp system at an estimated cost of $33,275.00, which includes a $2,500 discount for the trade in 

of the old fill station.  The funds are being proposed to come from PERA funds. 

 

Moved by Council Member Boughton, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a 

resolution approving the purchase of an air compressor for the Fire station along with trading in 

the old compressor with funding coming from PERA Fire funds – Budget Adjustment  

number 3.  Carried 7-0. 

 

The City has received a request from the Austin Main Street Project and Rydjor Bike for the 

installation of a bike rack on Main Street paid for by the Main Street group and Rydjor Bike.  

The proposed design of the rack is in a bike shape and is designed for bikes to be places parallel 

to the roadway, thereby minimizing the impact to the public sidewalk.   

 

Director of Public Works Steven Lang recommended approval of the request subject to the 

following criteria: 

 

- Bike rack design linear in nature with bike placement parallel to the roadway. 

- Placement of a minimum of 3 feet from back of curb and minimum 7 feet from building 

face.  Racks will not be allowed on sidewalks less than 10 feet in width. 

- The bike rack placement shall be approved by the Engineer prior to placement. 

- Bike rack design shall be approved by Park and Recreation and the City Engineer.  

- The business owner shall be responsible for the installation, maintenance, repair and 

replacement of the bike rack. 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, seconded by Council Member Enright, adopting 

a resolution adopting a bike rack placement policy.  Carried 7-0. 
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Sandy Forstner presented the Chamber of Commerce’s list of requests from the City for the 

Freedom Fest Celebration.  The big change this year will be the modification of the parade route 

due to North Main Street construction.  The parade will now start at City Hall, with staging in the 

Riverside parking lot, continue down 4
th

 Street, turn onto Main Street and continue the normal 

route to the Bandshell.  There will also be two nights of fireworks this year instead of just one.  

Mr. Forstner thanked all the City Departments for their assistance in this event. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member King, approving requests 

from the Chamber of Commerce in conjunction with the Freedom Fest Celebration July 3-6, 

2014.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, 

approving the Memorial Day Committee parade route on May 26, 2014.  Carried. 

 

Director of Administrative Services Tom Dankert requested the Council accept donations to the 

Austin Public Library and the 2014 Flower Program.   

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Enright, accepting donations 

to the City of Austin.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Director of Administrative Services Tom Dankert requested the Council authorize an addendum 

to the UAW Local 867 – Waste Water Treatment Plant allowing the members to deposit their 

unused sick leave into a health care savings plan upon retirement.   This would be at no cost to 

the City. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Carolan, adopting a 

resolution approving a Health Care Savings Plan contract addendum for UAW-Waste Water 

Treatment Plant. Carried 7-0. 

 

Chief McCoy requested the Council approve the Fire Civil Service Commission’s 

recommendation to promote Troy Tigner to a commander position upon the retirement of Brian 

Lovik. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, approving the Fire Civil 

Service Commission’s Fire Commander recommendation.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally stored 

vehicles at 509 8
th

 Street NE, Chandee & Khlek property.  Carried.    

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member King, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally stored 

vehicles at 507 8
th

 Street NE, Wiseman property.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Boughton, seconded by Council Member Enright, granting the 

Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally 

stored vehicles at 711 6
th

 Avenue SE, Nelson property.  Carried. 
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Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member King, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally stored 

vehicles at 1508 8
th

 Street SE, Sucha & Welke Property.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, granting an on-sale club 

liquor license to the Austin Area Commission for the Arts.  Carried 7-0. 

 

REPORTS 

 

Council Member Jordal reported the Community Education Advisory Committee met and 

elected officers for upcoming year. 

 

Council Member-at-Large Anderson attended a HRA meeting and reported that the Community 

Housing Initiative Program grant was approved and the project will be moving forward. 

 

Craig Hoium stated that the legislature included $2 million dollars for trail development on the 

Shooting Star Trail and $430,000 for trail development on the Blazing Star Trail.  

 

Mr. Dankert requested the Council stay in the chambers after the meeting for an updated council 

photo. 

 

Mayor Stiehm noted that the relocation of the Spam Museum will be a tremendous boost for 

downtown. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Enright, adjourning the 

meeting to June 2, 2014.  Carried. 

 

Adjourned:  6:02 pm   

  

Approved:   June 2, 2014   

   

Mayor:       

 

City Recorder:       


