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M I N U T E S 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

August 4, 2014 

5:30 PM 

Council Chambers 

 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Stiehm.  Council Members Steve King, Michael Jordal, 

Roger Boughton, Jeremy Carolan, Judy Enright, Jeff Austin and 

Council Member-at-Large Janet Anderson 

 

MEMBERS ABSENT: 

         

STAFF PRESENT: Director of Administrative Services Tom Dankert, Public Works 

Director Steven Lang, City Attorney David Hoversten, Police 

Chief Brian Krueger, Fire Chief Jim McCoy, Park and Rec 

Director Kim Underwood and City Clerk Ann Kasel 

 

OTHERS PRESENT: Linnea Burtch, Merv Sawyer, Sandy Forstner, Austin Daily 

Herald, Post Bulletin, Public 

 

Mayor Stiehm called the meeting to order at 5:30 pm.   

 

Added to the agenda:   

 

(res) 17.    Approving a settlement agreement regarding street assessment appeals. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member King, approving the agenda 

as amended.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member King, approving the minutes 

of July 21, 2014. Carried. 

 

CITIZENS ADDRESSING THE COUNCIL    

 

Linnea Burtch, 1708 4
th

 Avenue NW, expressed her concern about garage sale signs by the 

athletic field.  She has called the police department and the signs aren’t being taken down.   

 

Chief Krueger stated the Community Service Officers take the signs down when they are not tied 

up with other calls.  He stated he will remind the CSOs of the issue.  

 

Mrs. Burtch also complained of a neighbor that does not mow their lawn until the person gets a 

letter from the City to mow.   

 

Mayor Steihm stated the City can’t make people be good neighbors.  The City will keep sending 

letters to the residence upon complaint.   

 

Matt Simonson expressed his concerns about flooding and corporations in Austin. 
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Merv Sawyer, 811 3
rd

 Street NW, was concerned about tenants in his rental apartments not 

paying rent. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Carolan, approving the 

consent agenda as follows: 

 

 Licenses: 

Exempt Gambling Raffle – Austin Area Chamber of Commerce at the Holiday 

Inn on October 9, 2014 

     

  Claims: 

a. Pre-list of bills. 

b. Claims:  Brittany Wigham, 1818 2
nd

 Street NE.  This claim was 

forwarded to the City Attorney to protect the City’s interest. 

Carried. 

 

PETITIONS AND REQUESTS: 

 

Moved by Council Member Boughton, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, 

adopting a resolution approving $10,000 from the 2014 budget for community arts funding to the 

Austin Area Commission for the Arts. 

 

Fire Chief Jim McCoy requested the Council adopt a proposed ordinance for emergency 

protection fire service fees. This would allow the City to collect fees from any person or entity 

that receives services from the Austin Fire Department in the City of Austin.  The fees would be 

set on an annual basis by resolution. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, for preparation of the 

ordinance.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Enright, for adoption and 

publication of the ordinance.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Director of Administrative Services Tom Dankert presented on the website request for proposals 

stating the City received 32 proposals with three of them from local businesses, ViDeyo Arts, 

Theresa Tucker and Tecstra Systems.  The proposal from Theresa Tucker was determined to fit 

the needs for the City the best at $8,500 for design, training at $25 per hour with no maintenance 

fee.  The website would remain on the City server. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, awarding the City of 

Austin website upgrade contract to Theresa Tucker with funding from contingency funds. 

Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Austin, approving the 

placement of stop signs at 18
th

 Street & 2
nd

 Avenue SE with a 2
nd

 Avenue stop, 18
th

 Street & 3
rd
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Avenue SE with a 3
rd

 Avenue stop and 8
th

 Avenue & 10
th

 Street SW with a 8
th

 Avenue stop.  

Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Boughton, seconded by Council Member King, approving an event 

application for the Austin ArtWorks Festival on August 23
rd

 and August 24
th

, 2014.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Enright, approving an event 

application for the Spare Arts Bike Show on August 23, 2014.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Boughton, seconded by Council Member King, approving a block 

party application for August 21, 2014 on 20
th

 Street SW and 7
th

 Avenue SW.  Carried. 

 

Fire Chief Jim McCoy stated the Fire Department has two vacancies created by the retirement of 

Commander Lovik and resignation of Engineer Collins.  The Fire Civil Service commission 

compiled a list of eligible candidates with the top two individuals being Josh Kunze and Hans 

Gilbert.   

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member King, approving Josh Kunze 

for a full-time firefighter position.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, approving Hans Gilbert 

a full-time firefighter position.  Carried. 

 

Director of Administrative Services Tom Dankert presented proposed policies in regard to the 

Minnesota Department of Employment and Economic Development’s Small Cities Development 

Grant. This City is required to adopt the policies to be in compliance with the grant agreement. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Austin, adopting a resolution 

adopting policies for the administration of the MN Department of Employment and Economic 

Development Small Cities Development Grant.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Director of Public Works Steven Lang requested the Council to authorize planning and zoning 

consulting services until the currently vacant planning and zoning position can be filled.  The 

consultant would be in the City office one day per week and would address questions and 

provide services regarding sign and fence permits, site plan reviews, floodplain zoning, 

subdivision regulations and preparation for the Planning Commission meetings.  The services 

would be paid though salary savings of the vacant position. 

 

Two proposals were received: 

 

 SEH, Inc.  $120 per hour  $85 for travel  $5,140 per month 

 WSB & Assoc.  $98 per hour  No travel expense $3,920 per month 

 

Mr. Lang recommended awarding the consulting agreement to WSB & Associates. 

 

Council Member Enright asked if the planning and zoning administrator position would be filled 

soon. 

 

Mr. Lang stated there are interviews this week for the position. 
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Moved by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a 

resolution approving planning and zoning consulting services with WSB & Associates.  Carried 

7-0. 

 

Director of Administrative Services Tom Dankert asked the Council to approve a settlement 

agreement with Howe Properties, LLC for a street assessment appeal Mr. Howe filed regarding 

the properties located at 107 and 111 8
th

 Street NW.  The settlement is $360 less than the amount 

the City assessed the properties.  The matter was discussed in the closed session earlier in the 

evening.  

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a resolution 

approving a settlement agreement regarding street assessment appeals.  Carried 7-0. 

 

REPORTS 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang reported the third mosquito application was applied last 

weekend.  

 

Council Member-at-Large Anderson asked if the City is doing something for National Night out. 

 

Police Chief Brian Krueger stated the Police and Fire Departments would be participating in 

National Night Out on August 5
th

 from 4:00 to 8:00 p.m. at Bandshell Park. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adjourning the meeting 

to August 18, 2014.  Carried. 

 

Adjourned:   5:50 pm    

  

Approved:   August 18, 2014   

   

Mayor:       

 

City Recorder:       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


