MINUTES
CITY COUNCIL MEETING
September 2, 2014
5:30 PM
Council Chambers

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Stiehm. Council Members Michael Jordal, Roger
Boughton, Jeremy Carolan, Jeff Austin and Council Member-at-
Large Janet Anderson

MEMBERS ABSENT: Council Member Judy Enright and Steve King

STAFF PRESENT: Director of Administrative Services Tom Dankert, Public Works
Director Steven Lang, City Attorney David Hoversten, Police
Chief Brian Krueger, Fire Chief Jim McCoy, Park and Rec
Director Kim Underwood and City Clerk Ann Kasel

OTHERS PRESENT: Jennie Knoebel, Dr. Hunchcliffe, Belita Schlinder, Austin Daily
Herald

Mayor Stiehm called the meeting to order at 5:30 pm.
Added to the agenda:
(res) 17. Authorizing the execution of a trail / sidewalk easement with Hormel Foods.

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Jordal, approving the agenda
as amended. Carried.

Moved by Council Member Jordal, seconded by Council Member Boughton, approving the
minutes of August 18, 2014. Carried.

AWARDS AND RECOGNITIONS

Jennie Knoebel, Dr. Hunchcliffe and Belita Schindler presented the Austin ArtWorks Festival City
Purchase Award to the Council. The piece was selected by Council Members Jordal and Carolan
and is a picture of human tissue and cells as seen through a powerful microscope. The donation will
be made to the Hormel Institute for the art and it will be framed and displayed in City hall.

CONSENT AGENDA

Moved by Council Member Boughton, seconded by Council Member Carolan, approving the
consent agenda as follows:

Licenses:
Exempt Gambling (raffle): Riverland Community College Foundation, River
Oaks Golf Course, September 27, 2014
Temporary 3.2 Beer: Austin Jaycees, Torge’s Parking lot, September 13,
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Temporary Liquor: Friends of the Hormel Nature Center, Corcoran Center at
St. Edwards Church, October 25, 2014

Cigarette (transfer): From Kelly’s BP to Duffy’s BP, 3010 West Oakland
Ave.

Food (transfer): From Kelly’s BP to Duffy’s BP, 3010 West Oakland Ave.

Gas Station (transfer): From Kelly’s BP to Duffy’s BP, 3010 West Oakland
Ave.

Claims:
a. Pre-list of bills.
b. Credit Card and Financial Reports.
Carried.

PETITIONS AND REQUESTS:

Director of Public Works Steven Lang requested Council authorization for the City’s annual fall
yard waste program. The Cook Farm site would be available for leaves, grass and plants from
gardens and flowers from September 20, 2014 to November 23, 2014, seven days a week from
dawn to dusk. Compost will also be available for pickup.

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, seconded by Council Member Austin,
authorizing the fall yard waste program scheduled for September 20, 2014 to November 23,
2014. Carried.

Moved by Council Member Boughton, seconded by Council Member Austin, adopting a
resolution setting final public assessment hearings for October 6, 2014 for snow removal, weed
removal, junk removal, forfeited property and miscellaneous sidewalk projects. Carried 5-0.

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Jordal, adopting a resolution
setting a public hearing for October 6, 2014 to certify unpaid Austin Utilities bills. Carried 5-0.

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Jordal, adopting a resolution
setting final public assessment hearing for October 6, 2014 for street improvement assessments
on Project 1-A-13. Carried 5-0.

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, seconded by Council Member Carolan,
approving an event application for the Harvest 5k Fun Run and Walk on November 8, 2014.
Carried.

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, approving
an event application for the Super Hero Dash on September 13, 2014. Carried.

Director of Administrative Services Tom Dankert requested the Council be the fiscal agent for
the Austin Community Band to receive any grants they may be eligible for. The Council
previously authorized this fiscal agent responsibility in 2013 also.

Moved by Council Member Boughton, seconded by Council Member Austin, authorizing the
City act as the fiscal agent for the Austin Community Band. Carried.



Director of Administrative Services Tom Dankert requested the Council modify how the City
funds the Senior Center to accommodate a $12,000 shortfall in their Advocacy program.
Annually Mower County contributes $30,000 for capital facility costs and the City contributes
$35,000. It is proposed that the County be billed $24,000 for the year and directly contribute the
$6,000 difference to the advocacy program.

Moved by Council Member Boughton, seconded by Council Member Austin, authorizing the
City bill Mower County $24,000 for 2014 for the Senior Center. Carried.

Director of Public Works Steven Lang requested the Council authorize consulting services for
Riverside Arena repairs and upgrades. The Arena was constructed in 1973 and much of the
equipment is original. The Engineering Department sent requests for proposals to six firms for
services including the evaluation of the existing equipment to determine if it should be
refurbished or replaced, developing plans and specifications based on the equipment evaluation
and to oversee the bidding process and make a recommendation to Council based on the bid
outcome.

The proposals received for study, design and bidding were: Hammel, Green and Abrahamson,
Inc. at $20,000 (would team up with Harty Mechanical); Stevens Engineering at $88,200 and
McKinstry Essention, LLC at $56,350 - $126,150. Mr. Lang recommended Hammel, Green and
Abrahamson for the work at the Arena.

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, adopting
a resolution awarding the consulting services contract for Riverside Arena repairs and upgrades
to Hammel, Green and Abrahamson. Carried 5-0.

Director of Public Works Steven Lang noted the City is near completion of a project at the Waste
Water Treatment Plan involving the construction of two 1.5 million gallon storage tanks for
excess flow. The tanks replaced the existing storage lagoons which are used during peak flow
events, typically occur during high rain or flood events. Wapasha Construction Co., Inc. was
awarded the project with a total bid of $2,800,000. That bid was broken down into $2,700,000
of construction work and $100,000 for change order allowance. To date there have been the
following change orders:

$ 11,696.00, grounding fault capability

$ 10,572.00, pipe modification sludge draw-off

$  636.00, stockpile contaminate soil

$ 5,672.00, drain tile modifications
($27,886.95), credit for use of unwashed sand

($ 862.54), credit for building permit difference
($ 2,950.00), credit for waterline yard hydrant

$ 1,284.00, solenoid valves/sealwater main lift pumps
$ 12,417.00, repairs to unmarked drainage lines
$146,535.00, switch gear & bus duct replacement
$157,112.51

New Contract
Amount $2,857,112.51



Mr. Lang noted the large change order item was due to the replacement of some electrical
equipment that originally thought could be cleaned and repaired but needed to be replaced. The
project will be funded using WWTP fund 61 and Mr. Lang recommend approving the change
orders and the new contract amount.

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, seconded by Council Member Austin, adopting
a resolution approving change orders and a new contract amount for excess flow tanks at the
Waste Water Treatment Plant. Carried 5-0.

The Parks and Recreation Department received a gift in the amount of $250 for the bike club
program.

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Carolan, adopting a resolution
accepting donations to the City of Austin. Carried 5-0.

Director of Public Works Steven Lang requested the City sign an easement document with
Hormel Foods for a pedestrian trail from Mill Pond North to the 1-90 tunnel along 4™ Street NE.
The Hormel Foundation provided a grant to cover the material costs and the City is providing
matching funds for the labor to complete the project.

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Boughton, adopting a
resolution authorizing the execution of a trail / sidewalk easement with Hormel Foods. Carried
5-0.

REPORTS

Council Member-at-Large Anderson noted she attended the Coalition of Greater Minnesota
Cities Legislative Awards Dinner on August 21, 2014 where Mayor Stiehm received an award
for Excellence in Service for his advocacy for Minnesota Cities.

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Carolan, adjourning the
meeting to September 15, 2014. Carried.

Adjourned: 5:44 pm

Approved: __ September 15, 2014

Mayor:

City Recorder:




