
M I N U T E S 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

September 15, 2014 

5:30 PM 

Council Chambers 

 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Stiehm.  Council Members Steve King, Michael Jordal, 

Roger Boughton, Jeremy Carolan, Judy Enright, Jeff Austin and 

Council Member-at-Large Janet Anderson 

 

MEMBERS ABSENT:  

         

STAFF PRESENT: Director of Administrative Services Tom Dankert, Public Works 

Director Steven Lang, City Attorney David Hoversten, Police 

Chief Brian Krueger, Fire Chief Jim McCoy, Park and Rec 

Director Kim Underwood and City Clerk Ann Kasel 

 

OTHERS PRESENT: Post Bulletin, Larry Langowski, Marv Repinski, Austin Daily 

Herald, Public 

 

Mayor Stiehm called the meeting to order at 5:30 pm.   

 

Added to the agenda:   

 

 5.    Consent Agenda:  Food Transfer:  B&J Bar and Grill, 114 4
th

 Avenue NE 

 

(res) 14.  Transferring on-sale liquor and Sunday on-sale liquor licenses from the B & J Bar, Inc. to 

F & F Investments of Austin, LLC dba B&J Bar and Grill, subject to the transfer of business 

assets and insurance license requirements.              

 

Removed from the agenda: 

 

 11.  Approving a micro antenna lease with Verizon Wireless.  

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, approving the agenda 

as amended.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Boughton, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, 

approving the minutes of September 2, 2014. Carried. 

 

CITIZENS ADDRESSING THE COUNCIL    

 

Matt Simonson addressed the Council regarding concerns about the City supporting large 

corporations. 

 



AWARDS AND RECOGNITIONS 

 

Mayor Stiehm read a proclamation declaring September 21, 2014 as International Day of Peace. 

 

Larry Langowski accepted the proclamation from the Mayor. 

 

Mayor Stiehm read a proclamation declaring September 28, 2014 to October 4, 2014 Childhood 

Cancer Awareness Week. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

Moved by Council Member Boughton, seconded by Council Member King, approving the 

consent agenda as follows: 

 

 Licenses: 

    Cab Driver: Doane Edge, 106 Broadway, Mapleview  

    Cab Driver:  Mark Lang, 1015 4
th

 Avenue NE 

    Cab Owner Transfer:  AB Taxi to Mark Lang, owner, 1015 4
th

 Avenue NE 

    Cigarette Transfer Location:  Austin Tobacco, 1004 18
th

 Avenue NW, Suite C 

    Concrete Contractor:  Mark Lang Construction, PO Box 834, Blooming  

     Prairie 

    Food Transfer:  B&J Bar and Grill, 114 4
th

 Avenue NE 

    

 Claims:  

a. Pre-list of bills.  

b. Investment Report. 

c. Greg Matson, 22482 810
th

 Avenue, Hayward, MN 56043.  This claim has 

been forwarded to the City Attorney to protect the City’s interest. 

Carried. 

 

PETITIONS AND REQUESTS: 

 

Director of Administrative Services Tom Dankert requested the Council pass a proposed tax levy 

for 2015 in the amount of $4,325,000.  State law requires the City set the levy by September 30
th

 

of each year and the amount levied cannot increase after that time but it can be decreased.  The 

total City budget for departments is $31,225,899.  That figure can be increased or decreased but 

cannot use additional tax levy dollars.  Mr. Dankert also requested the date of the Truth in 

Taxation hearing be set for December 2, 2014. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a resolution 

establishing a proposed tax levy and proposed budget for taxes payable in 2015 and setting the 

date for the Truth in Taxation hearing for December 2, 2014.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Director of Public Works Steven Lang requested the Council authorize a temporary mechanic 

position in the street department due to an employee injury.  The injured employee will be off for 

eight weeks and may be able to return with restrictions for another six months.   



 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, 

authorizing a temporary mechanic position in the street department.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Boughton, adopting a 

resolution setting a public assessment hearing on October 6, 2014 for a deferred sanitary sewer 

hookup on Lot 4, Block 1, Hirsch Subdivision.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Police Chief Brian Krueger requested the Council enter into a grant agreement with the Minnesota 

Department of Public Safety for the Toward Zero Deaths initiative.  The City would receive 

$23,083.34 for traffic safety enforcement projects from October 1, 2014 through September 30, 

2015. 

 

Mayor Stiehm asked if the funds would be used for increased patrols. 

 

Chief Krueger stated the grant would cover overtime officer shifts during peak periods. 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a 

resolution authorizing the Austin Police Department to enter into a grant agreement with the 

Minnesota Department of Public Safety for the Toward Zero Deaths program from October 1, 

2014 to September 30, 2015.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Director of Administrative Services Tom Dankert requested the Council adopt a modified electronic 

acceptable use policy which would allow employees to have remote access to e-mail or social media 

with permission from two of the following positions:  the system administrator, human resources 

director, administrative services or city administrator.  The authorized employee would need to get 

paid for any overtime and the time would be monitored by their supervisors on the employee’s time 

sheets. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Enright, adopting a modified 

electronic acceptable use policy.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, adopting a resolution 

accepting donations to the City of Austin.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Enright, adopting a resolution 

setting a public hearing on October 6, 2014 for street improvement on 8
th

 Street NE (8
th

 Avenue 

to 10
th

 Avenue) and 8
th

 Avenue NE (8
th

 Street NE to DM&E RR), Project 1-A-11.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Enright, adopting a resolution 

transferring on-sale liquor and Sunday on-sale liquor licenses from the B & J Bar, Inc. to F & F 

Investments of Austin, LLC dba B&J Bar and Grill, subject to the transfer of business assets and 

insurance license requirements.  Carried 7-0. 

 

REPORTS 

 



Council Member Austin stated he attended a Park and Rec board meeting on September 3
rd

. 

 

Council Member Enright attended the LEC Committee meeting about the 800 mhz tower.  She 

added that Re-Fest is scheduled for September 20
th

 at the Mower County Fair Grounds from 11 

a.m. to 4 p.m. 

 

Council Member-at-Large Anderson noted Re-Fest will feature displays, vendors and 

organizations including $5 appliance recycling supporting the AHS Go Green Club. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Enright, adjourning the 

meeting to October 6, 2014.  Carried. 

 

Adjourned:  5:48 pm    

  

Approved:   October 6, 2014   

   

Mayor:       

 

City Recorder:       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


