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M I N U T E S 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

November 3, 2014 

5:30 PM 

Council Chambers 

 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Stiehm.  Council Members Michael Jordal, Roger 

Boughton, Judy Enright, Jeff Austin and Council Member-at-Large 

Janet Anderson 

 

MEMBERS ABSENT: Council Members Jeremy Carolan and Steve King 

         

STAFF PRESENT: Director of Administrative Services Tom Dankert, Public Works 

Director Steven Lang, City Attorney David Hoversten, Police 

Chief Brian Krueger, Fire Chief Jim McCoy, Library Director Ann 

Hokanson, Park and Rec Director Kim Underwood 

 

OTHERS PRESENT: Chief Brown Bol, Sam Hagen, Mike Olson 

 

Mayor Stiehm called the meeting to order at 5:30 pm.   

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Enright, approving the 

agenda.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Boughton, seconded by Council Member Jordal, approving the 

minutes of October 20, 2014. Carried. 

 

CITIZENS ADDRESSING THE COUNCIL    

 

Chief Brown Bol, 201 31st Street SW #202, the Chairman for the Southern Sudanese 

Community addressed the Council regarding a cultural center for the Sudanese population.   

 

Sam Hagen, a boy scout, constructed a Veteran’s Memorial at the VFW and his holding a 

ceremony at 4:00 p.m. on Veteran’s Day, November 11
th

.  He invited the Council to attend the 

ceremony for dedication.  

 

AWARDS AND RECOGNITIONS 

 

Mayor Stiehm recognized that the City received a Certificate of Achievement for Excellence in 

Financial Reporting for 29
th

 consecutive year.  The Mayor recognized Tom Dankert and his staff 

for excellent work. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, approving 

the consent agenda as follows: 
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 Licenses: 

Food Transfer: Hoot & Ole’s LLC dba The New Smitty’s Tavern, 105 11
th

 

Street SE 

Premise Amusement Devise Transfer: Hoot & Ole’s LLC dba The New 

Smitty’s Tavern, 105 11
th

 Street SE  

Sign Installer: Fairway Outdoor Advertising, 1734 15
th

 Street SW, Suite 3, 

Rochester 

 

 Event Applications: 

  Christmas in City requests on November 28, 2014 

   

   Claims: 

a. Pre-list of bills. 

b. Credit card report. 

c. 21
st
 Century Pacific Insurance Co. and Alison Riley.  The matter has 

been forwarded to the City Attorney to protect the City’s interest. 

 

Carried 4-0 with Council Member Enright abstaining. 

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS: 

 

A public hearing was held for the review of the final plat and development agreement for Cedar 

Ridge No. 2.  Planning and Zoning Administrator Holly Wallace stated the Planning 

Commission and the City Council have reviewed the preliminary plat and there was an addition 

of a utility easement and drainage easement on the final plat.  Ms. Wallace called for public 

comments.   

 

Mike Olson, 3403 6
th

 Street NE, the developer of Cedar Ridge No. 2, introduced himself and 

asked if the Council had any questions regarding the plat. 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, seconded by Council Member Enright, adopting 

a resolution approving the plat for Cedar Ridge No. 2.  Carried 5-0. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Enright, adopting a resolution 

approving a development agreement for Cedar Ridge No. 2.  Carried 5-0. 

 

Mr. Olson then requested the Council have an extension on the development agreement so he can 

work with the City on the lighting in the area and a pedestrian walkway.  He stated he may have 

to re-grade his lots in order to accommodate the pedestrian walkway and would like to put the 

second lift on the road after the construction of homes rather than prior to construction. 

 

Director of Public Works Steven Lang noted this is a unique development because the plat was 

developed in the mid-2000’s, prior to the Lansing annexation.  However, the plat was never 

recorded at that time therefore the City has additional requirements in order to approve the plat 

since it is part of the City now.  The City is requesting items on this plat as a standard part of 

every development agreement including a need for a pedestrian trail in the development.  There 

currently are not any trails in the area but the City would like to plan for the future.  The City 

would also like street lighting and additional paving.  Austin Utilities would also need to install 

gas and electric service to each lot. 
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Mr. Olson stated he does not want a pedestrian walk path in the development. 

 

Mr. Lang requested the walk path be in the public right of way.  There is also a park dedication 

fee or in the alternative create a walk path along the pond for the public to use.   

 

Council Member Enright stated she has received comments that there are no trails on the 

outskirts of town. 

 

Mr. Olson stated he doesn’t feel the developer should pay for the trails.   

 

Mr. Lang stated it would be up to the developer to pay for the trail and the adjacent property 

owner to maintain the trail.  He noted the Council could rescind the resolution for additional time 

to get costs if Mr. Olson would waive the 60 day plat approval requirement.  

 

Mr. Olson stated he would waive the 60 day requirement. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, 

rescinding resolutions 14839 and 14840 and continuing the hearing to November 17, 2014.  

Carried.  5-0. 

 

PETITIONS AND REQUESTS: 

 

Parks and Recreation Director Kim Underwood requested the Council authorize an additional 

part time employee through the end of 2014 at 24 hours per week to help with the work load 

while another employee is transitioning back to work from sick leave.  The approximate cost for 

the part time employee is $5,500 and would be come from city administrator unused funds. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Enright, adopting a resolution 

authorizing an additional part time employee for the Park and Rec department through the end of 

2014, budget amendment number 6.  Carried 5-0. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, 

authorizing the City Recorder to sign a League of Minnesota Cities insurance waiver stating the 

City does not waive statutory tort limits.  Carried 5-0. 

 

Director of Administrative Services Tom Dankert requested the Council pass a modification to the 

building fund allocation thereby decreasing it from $450,000.00 to $300,000.00 for 2015 due to 

decreased interest income from investments. This was also modified for 2013 and 2014. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Austin, adopting a resolution 

amending the investment interest policy for the allocation to the building fund.  Carried 5-0. 

 

Moved by Council Member Boughton, seconded by Council Member Austin, adopting a 

resolution accepting donations to the City of Austin.  Carried 5-0. 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang requested the Council authorize an amendment to the purchase 

agreement and escrow agreement with Michael and Patricia Ankeny for the Budget Oil Property due 
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to additional rounds of soil testing required by the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency on the 

property.  The amendment would extend the escrow agreement through December 2016. 

 

Moved by Council Member Boughton, seconded by Council Member Enright, adopting a 

resolution approving an amendment to purchase agreement for the extension of an escrow 

agreement regarding the Budget Gas Station property.  Carried 5-0. 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang stated the Engineering Department has received a proposal 

from Short Elliot Hendrickson, Inc. for engineering services on the North Main Flood Control 

Project, Phase 1 and the Lions Park Flood Control Project including data collection and 

verification, design development, plans, specifications, permitting and bidding services. 

The estimated cost for Phase 1 is $140,860 and the estimated cost for the Lions Park Project is 

$239,469 would be funded by 50% Minnesota DNR grant and 50% Local Option Sales Tax. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Enright, adopting a resolution 

approving consulting services with Short Elliot Hendrickson, Inc. for the North Main Flood 

Project Phase 1 and Lions Park Flood Control Project.  Carried 5-0. 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang stated the Engineering Department has received a proposal 

from Short Elliot Hendrickson, Inc. for engineering services to complete a letter of map revision 

on the North Main Flood Control Project, Phases 2-7, 9 and 12.  The estimated cost for said 

services is $163,630 and would be funded by Local Option Sales Tax. 

 

Moved by Council Member Boughton, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, 

adopting a resolution approving consulting services with Short Elliot Hendrickson, Inc. for a 

letter of map revision for the North Main Flood Project, Phases 2-7, 9 and 12.  Carried 5-0. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Jordal, setting a public 

hearing for November 17, 2014 at 5:30 p.m. for a dangerous dog appeal filed by Grace Goodew.  

Carried. 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang noted the Downtown Master Plan draft was presented to Council 

at the October 20, 2014 work session.  He stated if the Council would like an additional work session 

to review the plan, the Council could set the hearing for December 1, 2014.  If the Council does not 

require another work session then he would recommend setting the hearing for November 17, 2014. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Enright, setting a public 

hearing for November 17, 2014 at 5:30 p.m. for the review and approval of the Downtown 

Master Plan.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Austin, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to remove refuse and junk at 1008 1
st
 Place NE, Ulwelling 

property.  Carried. 

 

REPORTS 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang stated there will be a ribbon cutting for the North Main 

Street opening on Friday, November 7, 2014 at 1:00 p.m.    
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Chief Brian Krueger provided an update to the Council about the potential purchase of 800 mhz 

radios for the Police Department.  The item is included in the 2015 budget but the City can save 

$400 per radio if they are ordered by November 21, 2014, resulting in a savings of $10,800.00.   

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, approving 

the order of 800 mhz radios for the Police Department in 2014 with funds coming from the 2015 

budget.  Carried. 

 

Council Member Enright encouraged citizens to vote. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Enright, adjourning the 

meeting to November 17, 2014.  Carried. 

 

Adjourned:   6:12 pm    

  

Approved:   November 17, 2014   

   

Mayor:       

 

City Recorder:       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


