
MINUTES 
COMMITTEE-OF-THE-WHOLE CLOSED WORK SESSION 

February 18, 2014 
City Hall Conference Room 

PRESENT: 
	Mayor Thomas Stiehm, Council Members Roger Boughton, Steve King, 

Jeremy Carolan, Michael Jordal, Judy Enright, Jeff Austin and Council 
Member-at-Large Janet Anderson 

ABSENT: 

STAFF PRESENT: Director of Administrative Services Tom Dankert, Human Resources 
Director Tricia Wiechmann, Police Chief Brian Krueger 

ALSO PRESENT: Attorney Anna Yunker 

Mayor Stiehm opened the meeting at 5:00 p.m. 

Motion by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson to close 
the meeting pursuant to Minn. Stat. 13D.05, subd. 3 (b) on the basis of attorney-client privilege. 
Carried. 

S -  - .DVD of ch sod rt aeetin .gm 

Motion by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson to open 
the closed session. Carried. 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, to 
adjourn the work session meeting to attend the City Council meeting at 5:28 p.m. Carried. 
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MINUTES 
COMMITTEE-OF-THE-WHOLE WORK SESSION 

February 18, 2014 
Council Chambers/City Hall Conference Room 

PRESENT: 
	Mayor Thomas Stiehm, Council Members Roger Boughton, Steve King, 

Jeremy Carolan, Michael Jordal, Judy Enright, Jeff Austin and Council 
Member-at-Large Janet Anderson 

ABSENT: 

STAFF PRESENT: Director of Administrative Services Tom Dankert, Director of Public 
Works Steven Lang, Community Development Director Craig Hoium, 
City Clerk Aim Kasel 

ALSO PRESENT: Karissa Studier, SHIP Coordinator for Mower County Health & Human 
Services, Erin Simmons, American Lung Association, Mower County 
Nursing Staff, Marian Clennon, Austin Daily Herald 

Mayor Stiehm reopened the meeting at 6:45 p.m. in the City Council Chambers. 

Item No. 2 was presented first. 

Item No. 2 - Airport Hangar Facilities  

Director of Public Works Steven Lang presented on the Airport hangar building storage 
purchase. The City of Austin owns three hangars at the Municipal Airport. Hangar #1 and #2 
are leased to the Fixed Based Operator as part of the airport maintenance agreement and are used 
for aircraft rental space and aircraft maintenance. Hangar #3 is owned by the City and was 
moved to its location as part of improvements to the airport. It currently is used for storage of 
airport and non-airport items. The Council recently authorized the purchase of a front-end 
loader, snow blower, sweep broom and snow pusher for snow removal operations at the airport. 
The new equipment will be delivered in March or April and would be stored in Hangar #3. 

The City has received interest from an airport user to purchase hangar #3 to relocate their 
operations from the Rochester airport to the Austin airport. They are currently renting space at 
the Austin airport but are looking purchase or build a new space. 

The following options were proposed: 

1. Keep the hangar and utilize it for snow removal equipment and miscellaneous 
storage. 

2. Have the hangar appraised and negotiate with the buyer on a purchase price. If the 
hangar is sold, the City will need repay MnDOT the $15,957 related to funds used to 
move the hangar to the current location. 

Cardinal Realty estimated the hangar appraisal at $750 and Robinson Appraisals estimated an 
appraisal at $1,750. 
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Council Member-at-Large Anderson asked if the City can lease space in the other hangars so the 
City could profit on the sale of this hangar. 

Steven Lang replied that may be an option but is uncertain of the lease rate or what hangar #3 is 
worth. 

Council Member Austin asked Steven Lang if he had an estimated value for the hangar. 

Steven Lang replied he did not but if the appraisal came back with a value of less than $16,000 
the City would not sell it. 

Council Member Enright questioned if the interested business is able to build a hangar. 

Steven Lang replied there is space available for building at the airport. 

Council Member Enright also asked if this business would be bringing in new jobs to Austin. 

Steven Lang thought the business would be bring jobs to Austin. 

Steven Lang recommended keeping the hangar and utilizing it for snow removal equipment. 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, seconded by Council Member Enright, to 
appraise the hangar using Cardinal Realty. Motion failed 2-5 with Council Members King, 
Austin, Jordal, Boughton and Carolan voting nay. 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, to retain ownership of 
airport hangar #3. Carried 6-1 with Council Member-at-Large Anderson voting nay. 

The item will be placed on the March 3, 2014 Council meeting. 

Item No. I - E-Cigarette Presentation 

Karissa Studier, Statewide Health Improvement Program (SHIP) Coordinator with Mower 
County Health and Human Services, along with Erin Simmons from the American Lung 
Association gave a presentation on E-cigarettes. A video explaining e-cigarettes was shown. E-
cigarettes product a vapor which is inhaled by the user and there currently is no FDA regulation 
on the product. There hasn't been research on the long term effects of the product. The use of e-
cigarettes has doubled among middle school students between 2011 and 2012. In addition, e-
cigarette use does not meet the definition of smoking under the Clean Air Act and can 
complicate the enforcement of smoking laws. In addition, anyone can sell them. There is not a 
requirement to be a licensed tobacco dealer. 

Many communities around the State have passed policies regulating the sale and use of the 
product. Karissa presented model ordinances from other communities. She suggested the City 
place a moratorium on e-cigarette use until the matter can be reviewed and ordinances passed. 
She suggested the proposed ordinances deal with licensing the sale of the product and banning 
sampling at vapor lounges or hookah bars. 
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Mayor Stiehm questioned why a FDA study hasn't been completed. Karissa stated the FDA 
originally wanted the e-cigarette regulated as a smoking cessation devise which was opposed in 
lawsuits by the tobacco manufacturers. Even if the FDA does end up regulating the product it 
will be on a different level than cities and counties. 

Mayor Stiehm questioned if there is nicotine in the product. Karissa stated there is nicotine in 
the product and the amount is not regulated. 

Council Member-at-Large Anderson asked what age a person has to be to purchase an e-
cigarette. Karissa stated the minimum age is 18. 

Mayor Stiehm questioned if there is a flame. Erin Simmons stated the product does heat up. 
There have been reports of fire and explosion and can also be used for marijuana. She also 
added that there have been reports of 18 year old high school students using them in class. 

Council Member King asked if this is being addressed in the Minnesota legislature, 

Erin Simmons replied that is unknown at this time. 

Council Member Jordal asked is there are establishments in Austin selling the product. Karissa 
stated e-cigarettes are being sold in Austin. 

City Clerk Ann Kasel questioned if there are additional licensing fees being charged for e-
cigarettes. Erin Simmons stated many cities are not charging an additional fee but are using the 
licensing to review their current fee structures. 

After additional discussion, it was determined that Karissa Studier would send additional 
examples for the City to review. 

For informational purposes at this time. The item will be placed on the March 3, 2014 work 
session. 

The session was continued in the Cit).) Hall conference room. 

Item No. 3 — Continuance of Ordinance Review Discussion 

Community Development Director Craig Hoium continued the review on changes to ordinances. 
The swimming pool barrier ordinance was originally discussed at the January 21s t, 2014 work 
session. The pool ordinance would require a 4 foot fence around pools greater than 24 inches in 
depth. If the sidewalls of the pool are at least 4 feet high then only a 4 foot fence around the 
ladder would be required. 

Council Member King reviewed the definition of a swimming pool and noted that hot tubs are 
included. He questioned if hot tubs would require a barrier. Craig Hoium stated that hot tubs 
and spas need to be deleted from the definition. 

4 



Council Member Jordal asked when the Council took action in the past on non-compliant pools, 
what did the zoning department do to remedy the situation. Craig Hoium replied that those pools 
were drained. 

Council Member Jordal asked if those same people put up the pool again this year would they 
get another letter instructing them to take the pool down. Craig Hoium replied the process would 
be the same. 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Enright, to direct Craig Hoium 
to modify the pool ordinance with Craig Hoium's recommendations, with the exception of 
removing "hot tubs" and "spas" from the definition. Carried. 

Craig Hoium will modify the ordinance and present it to the Council at a future work session. 

The sandwich board sign ordinance was originally reviewed at the January 21, 2014 work 
session. Craig recommended drafting an ordinance similar to the sidewalk cafe ordinance in that 
a licensing fee and requirements for insurance would apply. He noted that most storefronts 
downtown are 22 feet in width so in theory, there could be a sign every 22 feet in the downtown 
area, which may restrict pedestrian traffic. 

Council Member King questioned if the B & J Bar would be in compliance with the proposed 
ordinance Craig Hoium confirmed the bar would be. 

Council Member Enright asked if the size of the sign would be limited. Craig Hoium stated the 
signs may be no larger than three feet in width and four feet in height and must be placed so 
there is a minimum of a four foot pedestrian walkway. 

Council Member King was in support of a nominal fee for this type of license. 

Director of Administrative Services Tom Dankert noted the licensing fee must be commensurate 
of the cost of providing the service. 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, to direct 
Craig Hoium to craft a sandwich board sign ordinance with language for licensing and proof of 
insurance. Carried. 

Craig Hoium will draft the ordinance and present it to the Council at a future work session. 

No additional Council action needed at this time. 

Item No. 4 — Hormel Institute Project Update  

Community Development Director Craig Hoium provided an information update on the Hormel 
Institute expansion. A preliminary review has been completed by the Planning Commission. 
The addition is proposed at 63,000 square feet on east side of building where the current parking 
lot is located. The addition would create 20 new labs. A 250 seat lecture hall on north side of 
building may also be added. The new addition will look the same as existing building. Ground 
breaking is scheduled for June lst. Craig reviewed the proposed building plans. (See backup 
materials) 
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Council Member Enright questioned what kind of heating system it will have. Craig stated each 
lab has its own exhaust system. There is no recirculated air in the facility so the heating and 
cooling system is very complex. 

For informational purposes only. No Council action needed at this time. 

Item No. 5 — Southeastern Minnesota League of Municipalities Legislative Information 

Director of Administrative Services Tom Dankert presented on a request from the Southeastern 
Minnesota League of Municipalities request for Council support for their 2014 Legislative Policy 
Positions. 

Council Member Jordal asked if it mattered if the City supported it. Tom Dankert stated the 
League is just looking for a resolution from multiple cities to show to the legislature. 

Council Member Boughton questioned supporting silica sand mining Tom Dankert provided 
the position of the League is to have Cities and Counties retain local control of the regulation. 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member King, to pass a resolution in 
support of the Southeastern Minnesota League of Municipalities 2014 Legislative Policy 
Positions. Carried. 

The item will be placed on the March 3, 2014 Council meeting. 

Item No. 6- Administrative Report 

Director of Administrative Services Tom Dankert noted the Coalition's legislative action day is 
scheduled for March 5, 2014. If any Council Member is wanting to participate they should 
contact Jeanne or Ann soon to register. 

Item No. 7 — Open Discussion 

City Clerk Arm Kasel noted one of the polling locations for the election may move to Riverland 
Community College. She has been working with Council Member Enright on this change. 

Mayor Stiehm notes he has been researching the hiring process for the new city administrator. 

Vision 2020 is hosting a rental housing forum for the community on March 8 th . 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King to adjourn the meeting 
at 7:59 p.m. Carried. 
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