
MINUTES 
COMMITTEE-OF-THE-WHOLE WORK SESSION 

December 1, 2014 
City Hall Conference Room 

PRESENT: 

ABSENT: 

STAFF PRESENT: 

Mayor Thomas Stiehm, Council Members Roger Boughton, Steve King, 
Jeremy Carolan, Michael Jordal, Jeff Austin and Council Member-at-
Large Janet Anderson 

Council Member Judy Enright 

Director of Administrative Services Tom Dankert, Planning and Zoning 
Administrator Holly Wallace, Public Works Director Steven Lang, City 
Attorney David Hoversten and City Clerk Ann Kasel 

ALSO PRESENT: Austin Daily Herald, Post-Bulletin, Peter Grover, Public 

Mayor Stiehm opened the meeting at 6:18 p.m. 

Item No. 1 - Sidewalk Café Ordinance Review  

City Attorney David Hoversten presented the proposed sidewalk café ordinance. The ordinance 
would eliminate the 70% of food sales requirement to obtain a sidewalk café license. Instead, 
any establishment that met the "medium food establishment" as set forth by the Minnesota 
Department of Health would qualify for the license. In addition, food and liquor sales would be 
extended to midnight on the sidewalk café areas. 

He also noted that a business owner would like to have the sidewalk café across multiple 
businesses he owns. Mr. Hoversten stated the sidewalk café could only be on the public right-of-
way immediately adjacent to the licensed facility. 

Council Member Austin stated the ordinance is going overboard to tailor it to the business owner 
that requested having a sidewalk café. It is also creating an enforcement nightmare for the police 
department. 

Council Member Jordal stated the ordinance may be attractive to new development for the 
downtown. 

Director of Administrative Services Tom Dankert stated the Council could adopt the ordinance 
and review it in a year with input from the police department. 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, for 
adoption of the proposed sidewalk café ordinance. Carried 5-1 with Council Member Austin 
voting nay. 

The item will be placed on the December 15, 2014 Council agenda. 

Item No. 2 - Rental Housing Ordinance Review 
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Planning and Zoning Administrator Holly Wallace presented the proposed rental housing 
ordinance to Council. The ordinance was previously reviewed with the Council on May 5, 2014 
and was reviewed and approved by the Planning Commission on April 15, 2014. The ordinance 
was tabled for adoption until later in the year when the Planning and Zoning Department was 
fully staffed. Ms. Wallace noted that the education component and fee structure were not 
included in current proposed ordinance and requested Council direction in the regard. 

Director of Administrative Services Tom Dankert noted the Council directed staff to bring a 
proposed ordinance by year end and the matter is being reviewed again prior to the December 
15th  adoption at the Council meeting. 

Council Member Austin noted he along with Council Member Enright met with Craig Hoium 
and Jon Erichson to find middle ground in this ordinance. He stated his understanding was there 
would be no fee associated with the ordinance. He added that he felt the ordinance is 
unnecessary as the City has current ordinances that can deal with rental properties as long as 
those ordinances are being enforced. 

Ms. Wallace stated the registration list would be helpful in emergency situations. 

Council Member Boughton suggested renewal of the registration every three years. 

Council Member Carolan stated on the fire department there isn't usually a problem getting a 
hold of the property owner. 

Council Member-at-Large Anderson saw value in having the ordinance and database. 

Ms. Wallace provided a fee structure option in case the Council wanted to add a fee. Or in the 
alternative, a fee could be added in the future. 

Mayor noted the majority of landlords in Austin are good landlords. This ordinance would assist 
in regulating the bad ones. 

After additional discussion, moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member 
Boughton, to move forward with adoption of the rental housing ordinance with registration 
renewal every three years, fee schedule to be set by resolution with no fee for the first year, and 
the educational requirement to be determined by local agencies. Carried 4-3 with Mayor Stiehm 
breaking the tie and Council Members Austin, Jordal and Carolan voting nay. 

The item will be placed on the December 15, 2014 Council agenda. 

Item No. 3 - Part-time Firefighter Wage Increase 

Director of Administrative Services Tom Dankert requested an increase of the part-time 
firefighter wage from $12.50 per hour to $14.00 per hour over a two year period with a .75 cent 
increase on January 1, 2015 and another .75 cent increase on January 1, 2016. The wage has not 
been increased since 2001. 

Council Member Boughton asked how many hours a year do the part-time firefighters put in. 
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Council Member Carolan, who is a part-time firefighter, stated his total wage at the end of the 
year is approximately $1,000 to $1,500. 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, to increase the part-
time firefighter wage to $14.00 per hour over a two year period with a .75 cent increase on 
January 1, 2015 and another .75 increase on January 1, 2016. Carried 5-0 with Council Member 
Carolan abstaining. 

The item will be placed on the December 15, 2014 Council agenda. 

Item No. 4 - Charter Communications Proposed Change in Ownership 

Director of Administrative Services Tom Dankert requested the Council pass a resolution 
authorizing the change in ownership of Charter Communications. The matter has been reviewed 
by Brian Grogan, the City's cable TV attorney, and the City really has no authority not to pass 
the resolution as the matter is governed by federal law. 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, seconded by Council Member Austin, 
authorizing the change in ownership of Charter Communications. Carried. 

The item will be placed on the December 15, 2014 Council agenda. 

Item No. 5a- Administrative Report- 2014 Council Goals  

Director of Administrative Services Tom Dankert reviewed the 2014 Council goals noting 
substantial progress or completion on all goals. 

Item No. 5b- Administrative Report- Truth in Taxation Hearing 

Director of Administrative Services Tom Dankert requested the Council's presence at the annual 
Truth in Taxation hearing on December 2, 2014 at 6:00 p.m. 

Item No. 5c- Administrative Report - 2015 Capital Improvement Plan 

Director of Administrative Services Tom Dankert handed out the 2015 Capital Improvement 
Plan for Council review stating it will be on the December 15, 2014 Council meeting. 

Item No. 6 — Open Discussion 

Mayor Stiehm noted there will be no work session on December 15, 2014 so the Council can 
have their annual Christmas party. 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adjourning the meeting 
at 7:13 p.m. 
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