MINUTES
CITY COUNCIL MEETING
February 9, 2015
5:15PM
City Hall Conference Room

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Stiehm. Council Members Steve King, Michael Jordal,
David Hagen, Jeremy Carolan, Judy Enright, and Council
Member-at-Large Janet Anderson

MEMBERS ABSENT: Council Member Jeff Austin

STAFF PRESENT: City Administrator Craig Clark, Director of Administrative
Services Tom Dankert and City Clerk Ann Kasel

OTHERS PRESENT: Austin Daily Herald
Mayor Stiehm called the meeting to order at 5:15 pm.

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Enright, for adoption of the
agenda. Carried.

Council Member Hagen requested permission to attend the National League of Cities conference in
Washington DC in March 2015. He, along with the Mayor and City Administrator Clark, met with
Rochester’s Mayor Brede and he recommended participation in the conference. The approximate cost
to travel to this event is $2,500 plus an optional City membership in the amount of $1,861. He may
also need to attend a fall conference in Nashville.

City policy requires the Council to approve any out of state travel for Council Members in advance at
an open meeting and the request must include an estimate of the cost of the travel.

Council Member Hagen felt this conference would be very beneficial to the City of Austin and has
minimal risk. He stated the City would not have to join the organization if it did not wish to do so.

Council Member-at-Large Anderson supported Council Member Hagen attending the conference but
would like to not pay the membership yet to see if the matters are beneficial to the City.

Council Member Enright stated she was frustrated with the way it was presented to Council. She felt
Council Member Hagen should have gotten authorization from the Council before he applied.

Council Member Carolan asked if Council Member Hagen was still willing to pay half of the cost of
the travel.

Mayor Stiehm doesn’t want to set a precedence to have Council Members be responsible for half of
the cost.

Council Member King stated he doesn’t see the benefit to the City.



Council Member Jordal stated he wasn’t sure if it is worth the price. He suggested Council Member
Hagen attend Minnesota League and Coalition conferences first.

After further discussion, moved by Council Member-at-Large Anderson to approve Council Member
Hagen'’s travel request to Washington DC to the National League of Cities Conference. Motion failed
for lack of a second.

Moved by Council Member Jordal, seconded by Council Member Enright, adjourning the
meeting to February 17, 2015. Carried.

Adjourned: __ 5:32 p.m.

Approved: February 17, 2015

Mayor:

City Recorder:




