
M I N U T E S 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

February 17, 2015 

5:30 PM 

Council Chambers 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Stiehm.  Council Members Steve King, David Hagen, 

Michael Jordal, Jeremy Carolan, Judy Enright, Jeff Austin and 

Council Member-at-Large Janet Anderson 

 

MEMBERS ABSENT:  

         

STAFF PRESENT: City Administrator Craig Clark, Director of Administrative 

Services Tom Dankert, Public Works Director Steven Lang, City 

Attorney David Hoversten, Police Chief Brian Krueger,  Planning 

and Zoning Administrator Holly Wallace, Park and Rec Director 

Kim Underwood, Library Director Ann Hokanson and City Clerk 

Ann Kasel 

 

OTHERS PRESENT: Austin Daily Herald, Post Bulletin, Public 

 

Mayor Stiehm called the meeting to order at 5:30 pm.  

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, approving 

the agenda.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member King, approving the minutes 

of February 2, 2015 and February 9, 2015. Carried. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Enright, approving the 

consent agenda as follows: 

 

 Licenses:   

  Concrete:  MasTec North America, Inc. 7004 11
th

 Avenue SE, Rochester 

 Exempt Gambling (raffle):  Austin Junior All Star Baseball, Inc. at Todd Park on   

  June 28, 2015 

  Food:  Austin Dairy Queen, 1200 W. Oakland Avenue 

  Massage Therapist:  Jane Loecher:  406 Bergen Street, Adams 

  Massage Therapist:  Jennifer Wiebrand, 1801 2
nd

 Avenue SW 

  Sign Installer:  Indigo Signworks, Inc., PO Box 1476, Fargo, North Dakota 

  Temporary Food:  Regals Concessions, 8607 Co. Rd. 15 SW, Stewartville 

    

 Claims:  

a. Pre-list of bills. 



b. Investment reports.   

c. Alec Braun, 155 W. 96
th

 Street, Apt 1C, Bloomington, MN.  The matter was 

forwarded to the City Attorney to protect the City’s interest. 

Carried. 

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 

A public hearing was held for street improvements on 16
th

 Street SW (19
th

 Avenue to 22
nd

 

Avenue) and 19
th

 Avenue SW (12
th

 Street to 16
th

 Street), Project 2-A-15.  Public Works Director 

Steven Lang presented on the project.  The surface improvements will involve removing and 

replacing the existing bituminous pavement.  The concrete curb & gutter will remain in place 

with spot repairs.   The City will also replace the indrives, deficient sidewalks and provide ADA 

accessible pedestrian ramps at intersections. 

 

The underground utility improvements will include construction of a storm sewer main with 

catch basins and laterals to improve collection of storm water which will eliminate the spillways 

which ice over in the winter, constructing drainage tile to improve subsurface drainage and lining 

sanitary sewers.  Austin Utilities will upgrade the water main on 16
th

 Street. 

 

There are a few different payment options for the assessment.  Residents will receive a bill in late 

summer which they can choose to pay in full by October 30th with no interest, pay 50% by 

October 30th and remaining balance would be assessed with the 2016 taxes, or choose to pay 

nothing and entire amount will go on the 2016 taxes.  The balance would be applied to taxes 

would be spread out over 15 years at an interest rate of 4.75%.  Qualifying residents can apply 

for a senior deferral and the assessment would be deferred until the property is sold.   

 

The 2015 street assessment rates for residential frontage are $42.75 per foot.  The sidewalk 

replacement rate for 4” sidewalk is $105 to $115 per panel and $140 to $150 for 6” sidewalk.  

 

An unidentified resident that resides on 16
th

 Street SW asked how the project going to be 

completed because many of that street’s residents are elderly and have accessibility issues. 

 

Mr. Lang stated the residents will not have access to their driveways but the City is going to 

work with a nearby church and school for resident parking.  The project will begin after school is 

done for the summer and will be finished prior to the beginning of the school year in the fall.  

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, adopting a resolution 

ordering improvement, approving plans and specifications, and ordering advertisement for bids 

on 16
th

 Street SW (19
th

 Avenue to 22
nd

 Avenue) and 19
th

 Avenue SW (12
th

 Street to 16
th

 Street), 

Project 2-A-15.  Carried 7-0. 

 

A public hearing was held for street improvements on 10
th

 Street NE (10
th

 Avenue to 12
th

 

Avenue), 10
th

 Avenue NE (8
th

 Street to 10
th

 Street) and 12
th

 Avenue NE (8
th

 Street to the C.P. 

RR), Project 7-A-09.  Public Works Director Steven Lang presented on the project.  The project 

will be completed in two phases over two years with the 2015 area being presented at the 

meeting.  The surface improvements will involve removing and replacing the existing 



bituminous pavement and the installation of curb and gutter.  The City will also replace the 

indrives, entrance walks, grass boulevards, deficient sidewalks and provide ADA accessible 

pedestrian ramps at intersections. 

 

The underground utility improvements will include construction of a storm sewer main with 

catch basins and laterals to improve collection of storm water which will eliminate the spillways 

which ice over in the winter and constructing drainage tile to improve subsurface drainage and 

lining sanitary sewers.  Austin Utilities will upgrade the water mains and overhead lines will be 

replaced with underground conduits. 

 

There are a few different payment options for the assessment.  Residents will receive a bill in late 

summer which they can choose to pay in full by October 30th with no interest, pay 50% by 

October 30th and remaining balance would be assessed with the 2016 taxes, or choose to pay 

nothing and entire amount will go on the 2016 taxes.  The balance would be applied to taxes 

would be spread out over 15 years at an interest rate of 4.75%.  Qualifying residents can apply 

for a senior deferral and the assessment would be deferred until the property is sold.   

 

The 2015 street assessment rates for residential frontage are $42.75 per foot.  The sidewalk 

replacement rate for 4” sidewalk is $105 to $115 per panel and $140 to $150 for 6” sidewalk. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, adopting a resolution 

ordering improvement, approving plans and specifications, and ordering advertisement for bids 

on 10
th

 Street NE (10
th

 Avenue to 12
th

 Avenue), 10
th

 Avenue NE (8
th

 Street to 10
th

 Street) and 

12
th

 Avenue NE (8
th

 Street to the C.P. RR), Project 7-A-09.  Carried 7-0. 

 

A public hearing was held on street improvements on 3
rd

 Avenue NE (North Main Street to 1
st
 

Street), Project 1-A-15.  Public Works Director Steven Lang stated the existing plaza will be 

removed and replaced with concrete pavement and curb & gutter.  The road will be a one-way 

with West bound traffic that will align with the Westerly side of Third Avenue. 

 

Storm sewer laterals and catch basins will be upgraded along with lining or replacement of 

sanitary sewer.  Austin Utilities will also upgrade water mains. 

 

The project will not be assessed as it is part of an overall downtown improvement plan.   

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Hagen, adopting a resolution 

ordering improvement, approving plans and specifications, and ordering advertisement for bids 

on 3
rd

 Avenue NE (North Main Street to 1
st
 Street).   Carried 7-0. 

 

A public hearing was held on street improvements on the alley West of North Main Street from 

1
st
 Avenue to 2

nd
 Avenue, Project 2-C-13.  Public Works Director Steven Lang stated the 

concrete alley will be replaced with 8” concrete pavement to match the existing grades along the 

back of buildings or door thresholds.  Storm sewer mains, catch basins and roof drain laterals 

will be upgrades along with electric vault replacement by Austin Utilities.  The project is 

considered a maintenance project and no direct assessments will be made. 

 



Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Enright, adopting a resolution 

ordering improvement, approving plans and specifications, and ordering advertisement for bids 

on the alley West of North Main Street from 1
st
 Avenue to 2

nd
 Avenue, Project 2-C-13. Carried 

7-0. 

 

PETITIONS AND REQUESTS: 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, adopting 

a resolution setting public hearings for March 16, 2015 for street improvement project 

assessments.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Enright, setting a public 

hearing for March 2, 2015 for the suspension of the Downtown Pawn Shop License due to non-

payment of pawn fees.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, setting a public hearing 

for March 16, 2015 for a variance request from Jeffrey and David Hunn, 702 36
th

 Drive SW.  

Carried. 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang requested the Council extend a farm lease with Kevin Finley 

for the Cook Farm through 2016 at $250 per acre.   

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Enright, adopting a resolution 

extending a farm rental lease for the Cook Farm with Kevin Finley.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang requested the Council extend a farm lease with Morse 

Family Farms for part of the Austin Municipal Airport of $250 per acre. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, adopting 

a resolution extending a farm rental lease for part of the Austin Municipal Airport with Morse 

Family Farms.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang requested the Council extend a farm lease with Scott Family 

Farms for part of the Austin Municipal Airport of $100 per acre within the airport fence and 

$225 for the other areas. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Enright, adopting a resolution 

extending a farm rental lease for part of the Austin Municipal Airport with Scott Family Farms.  

Carried 7-0. 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang requested the Council authorize a two year Individual 

Control Mechanism with WCI Austin Landfill, LLC dba SKB Environmental for the old Veit 

demolition landfill.  The agreement would establish parameters, flow limits and a fee structure 

for the leachate from the landfill. 

 



Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Carolan, adopting a 

resolution approving an ICM agreement with WCI Austin Landfill, LLC dba SKB 

Environmental.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang requested the Council approve an engineering consulting 

services contract with SEH, Inc. for services on the 2015 taxiway pavement FOG sealing project 

and the 2016 apron pavement joint repair and FOG sealing project.  The contract is in the amount 

of $19,200. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a resolution 

approving an engineering services contract with SEH, Inc. for Airport maintenance projects.  

Carried 7-0. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, adopting 

a resolution accepting donations to the City of Austin.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Planning and Zoning Administrator Holly Wallace reviewed a fence appeal from I+S Group on 

behalf of Austin Public Schools.  The fence would enclose and screen a new street level HVAC 

until located north of the mechanical building at Austin High School.  The fence would ensure 

public safety, security and screen the majority of the HVAC system.  It would eliminate 11 

parking stalls but the required off street parking ratio would still be maintained.  The Planning 

Commission reviewed the matter on February 11, 2015 and recommended approval by a 5-0 

vote. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Austin, approving a fence 

appeal from I + S Group on behalf of Austin Public Schools.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Austin, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally stored 

vehicles at 601 8
th

 Street NE, Erath Property.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member King, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally stored 

vehicles at 509 12
th

 Street NE, Aguilar Property.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member King, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally stored 

vehicles at 900 1
st
 Avenue NW, Padilla Property.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Enright, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally stored 

vehicles at 902 1
st
 Avenue NW, Bank of America Property.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Enright, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally stored 

vehicles at 506 7
th

 Avenue NW, Milton Property.  Carried. 



 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Enright, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally stored 

vehicles at 507 5
th

 Street NW, Katusky Property.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member King, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally stored 

vehicles at 1003 21
st
 Avenue SW, Lindquist Property.  Carried. 

 

REPORTS 

 

Council Member-at-Large Anderson stated there are still Paint the Town Pink Events happening 

in Brownsdale and Adams.  She recognized Park and Rec Director Kim Underwood for 

receiving the Pink Heart Award this year.  She also noted there is an HRA board meeting on 

Thursday the 19
th

. 

 

Council Member Hagen noted the Pheasants Forever banquet is Saturday, February 21
st
 at the 

Holiday Inn at 6:00 p.m. 

 

Park and Recreation Director Kim Underwood stated a curling league will begin on March 9
th

. 

 

Police Chief Krueger stated the new animal control facility will be opening soon and the dogs 

and cats will be transferred there.  

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adjourning the meeting 

to March 2, 2015.  Carried. 

 

Adjourned:    6:00 pm    

  

Approved:   March 2, 2015    

   

Mayor:       

 

City Recorder:       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


