
M I N U T E S 
CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

March 2, 2015 
5:30 PM 

Council Chambers 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Stiehm.  Council Members Steve King, Michael Jordal, 

Jeremy Carolan, Judy Enright, Jeff Austin and Council Member-at-
Large Janet Anderson 

 
MEMBERS ABSENT: Council Member David Hagen 
         
STAFF PRESENT: City Administrator Craig Clark, Director of Administrative 

Services Tom Dankert, Public Works Director Steven Lang, 
Assistant City Engineer Mitch Wenum, City Attorney David 
Hoversten, Police Chief Brian Krueger, Fire Chief Jim McCoy, 
Library Director Ann Hokanson, Planning and Zoning 
Administrator Holly Wallace, Park and Rec Director Kim 
Underwood, Human Resources Director Trish Wiechmann, Street 
Superintendent Joe Sunderman, Nature Center Director Larry 
Dolphin and City Clerk Ann Kasel 

 
OTHERS PRESENT: Bonnie Reitz, Thor Bergeland, Karissa Studier, Austin Daily 

Herald, Post Bulletin, Public 
 
Mayor Stiehm called the meeting to order at 5:30 pm.  
 
Moved by Council Member Jordal, seconded by Council Member Enright, approving the agenda.  
Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member King, approving the minutes 
of February 17, 2015. Carried. 
 
CITIZENS ADDRESSING THE COUNCIL 
 
Marv Repinski had concerns about homelessness in Austin. 
 
RECOGNITIONS AND AWARDS 
 
Public Works Director Steven Lang introduced the new Assistant City Engineer Mitch Wenum 
who started on February 23, 2015. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, approving 
the consent agenda as follows: 



 
 Licenses: 
  Concrete:  Hutch & Sons Builders, LLC, PO Box 632 
  Food:  King Buffet, 1801 14th Street NW 
  Food:  Pizza Hut, 1004 18th Avenue NW, Suite E 
  Tree Service:  Ted Janning Tree Service, 10236 Hwy 218, Blooming Prairie 
     
 Claims: 

a. Pre-list of bills. 
b. Financial reports.  

 
Carried. 
 
BID OPENINGS AND AWARDS 
 
The City received bids for the operation of the transfer station.  Director of Public Works Steven 
Lang stated the following bid was received: 

 
Bidder       Bid Amount   
      
Waste Management  $6,000.00 for the first year 
 Optional lease for 4/1/2016-4/1/2017 $6,000.00 
 Optional lease for 4/1/2017-4/1/2018 $6,000.00  
 
This bid is down considerably from the current lease.  Mr. Lang recommended awarding the bid to 
Waste Management for a one year contract. 
 
Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, adopting a resolution 
awarding the bid for the operation of the transfer station to Waste Management.  Carried 6-0. 
 
The City received bids for the yearly supply of asphalt emulsion.  Director of Public Works 
Steven Lang stated the following bids were received: 
 
Bidder     Bid Amount 
Henry G. Meigs, LLC  $  103,241.25 
Flint Hill Resources, LP  $  104,825.00 
 
Mr. Lang recommended awarding the bid to Henry G. Meigs, LLC. 
 
Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Enright, adopting a resolution 
awarding the bid for the yearly supply of asphalt emulsion to Henry G. Meigs, LLC.  Carried 6-
0. 
 
The City received bids for the yearly supply of bituminous material.  Director of Public Works 
Steven Lang stated the following bids were received: 
 



Bidder     Base Bid       Mileage                     Total Bid 
Ulland Bros. Inc.     $252,000       $37,800          $289,800 
Rochester Sand & Gravel     $281,250       $48,600          $329,850  
 
Mr. Lang recommended awarding the bid to Ulland Bros., Inc. 
 
Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Enright, adopting a resolution 
awarding the bid for the yearly supply of bituminous material to Ulland Bros., Inc.  Carried 6-0. 
 
The City received bids for biosolids removal.  Director of Public Works Steven Lang stated the 
following bids were received: 
 
Bidder  Bid Amount    
     
Oyer Trucking   $423,000 
United Liquid Waste Recycling, Inc. $427,500 
Synagro Central, LLC  $639,000 
 
Mr. Lang recommended awarding the bid to Oyer Trucking. 
 
Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Enright, adopting a resolution 
awarding the bid for biosolids removal to Oyer Trucking.  Carried 6-0. 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
The public hearing for the Downtown Pawn Shop was unnecessary as they paid their delinquent 
pawn fees prior to the Council meeting. 
 
PETITIONS AND REQUESTS: 
 
The proposed ordinance for the regulation of secondhand smoke including e-cigarettes was 
presented.  The ordinance would prohibit any type of second hand smoke, including e-cigarettes, 
in public places.  This would exclude private vehicles and residences.  
 
Bonnie Reitz, on behalf of the Austin Drug Task Force, spoke in favor of the ordinance.  She 
applauded the City for passing a one-year moratorium in April of 2014 and would like the City 
to adopt the proposed ordinance.  She is concerned about the unknown chemicals in e-cigarette 
smoke and likes that the ordinance applies to all work places and public places. 
 
Karissa Studier, with Mower County Health and Human Services, also spoke in favor of the 
ordinance stating she is concerned about e-cigarettes because youth are a large focus of e-
cigarette industry, California has labeled e-cigarettes as a threat due to the chemicals in smoke 
and that the City should support the ordinance because many Minnesota cities and counties have 
passed regulations prohibiting e-cigarettes already.  
 



Thor Bergeland, an AHS teacher, stated vaping has become big deal in school due to different 
flavors.  Students see this product as harmless when it is actually not. 
 
Council Member King stated it is time for the City to pass this ordinance because a majority of 
citizens support it.  
 
Council Member-at-Large Anderson stated she agrees with Council Member King and that it is a 
public safety issue for those people that have to work in environments where people can use e-
cigarettes.  
 
Council Member Enright stated the ordinance will not help with the usage by high school 
students because the law already prohibits the sale and use of the devices by these individuals. 
 
Mayor Stiehm stated he doesn’t want to be breathing vapor in a public places and supports the 
ordinance. 
  
Council Member Jordal is opposed to the ordinance because he doesn’t want to restrict business 
rights.  He would go to a different restaurant that didn’t allow e-cigarettes because he doesn’t 
want to breathe the vapor either but he doesn’t feel it’s necessary for the City to pass an 
ordinance regarding it. 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, seconded by Council Member King, for 
preparation of the ordinance.  Carried 4-3 with Council Members Austin, Jordal and Enright 
voting nay and Mayor Stiehm breaking the tie. 
 
Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, for 
adoption and publication of the ordinance.  Carried 4-3 with Council Members Austin, Jordal 
and Enright voting nay and Mayor Stiehm breaking the tie.  The ordinance required unanimous 
approval on the first reading and therefore will be placed on the March 16, 2015 Council 
meeting.  
 
Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Enright, adopting 2015 Council 
Goals.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, adopting 
City Administrator goals and approving review criteria.  Carried 5-1 with Council Member 
Austin voting nay. 
 
Director of Administrative Services Tom Dankert requested the Council authorize certain capital 
items that were not expended in 2014 to be carried over into 2015.   
 
Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Enright, adopting a resolution 
approving 2014 budget carry overs – Budget amendment number 1.  Carried 6-0. 
 



Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a resolution 
setting a public hearing for April 6, 2015 at 5:30 p.m. for Turtle Creek 1 final assessment 
hearing.  Carried 6-0. 
 
Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, setting a public hearing 
for March 16, 2015 at 5:30 p.m. in regard to an appeal of a potentially dangerous dog designation 
filed by Tobius Wilking.  Carried. 
 
Planning and Zoning Administrator Holly Wallace requested the Council authorize the approval 
of a restrictive covenant with Austin Utilities which would allow them to have an unlimited 
building area at their new operations location but would require them to maintain a 60 foot “no 
build area” around the main structure.   
 
Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Enright, adopting a resolution 
approving a covenant and agreement with Austin Utilities.  Carried 6-0. 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, seconded by Council Member King, appointing 
Peter Grover, At Large Seat (reappointment) to the Board of Appeal and Equalization.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Carolan, appointing Malcolm 
McDonald, 1st Ward Seat (reappointment) to the Board of Appeal and Equalization.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, appointing Peggy 
Young, 2nd Ward Seat (reappointment) to the Board of Appeal and Equalization.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, appointing Chad 
Neerhof, 3rd Ward Seat to the Board of Appeal and Equalization.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, appointing Kristen 
Olson to the Library Board, term expiring December 31, 2017.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, 
appointing Gene Muchow to the Library Board, term expiring December 31, 2016.  Carried. 
 
Director of Public Works Steven Lang requested the Council authorize a letter of support for the 
proposed Central Minnesota Intercity Passenger Rail Line.  The rail line would run adjacent to 
Interstate 35 and the project is in the very early stages. 
 
Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, for a letter of support of 
the Central Minnesota Intercity Passenger Rail Line.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a resolution 
accepting donations to the City of Austin.  Carried 6-0. 
 



Parks and Recreation Director Kim Underwood requested the Council authorize the acceptance 
of a donation of 10 acres of land from the Friends of the Hormel Nature Center known as the 
Ellis property for the expansion of the Hormel Nature Center. 
 
Larry Dolphin, Nature Center Director, noted the dollars for this purchase were raised a long 
time ago when the property was not for sale.  Now that the property is for sale, the Friends of the 
Hormel Nature Center would like to purchase it and have the City accept the donation of land.  
 
Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, adopting 
a resolution accepting the donation of land from the Friends of the Hormel Nature Center 
contingent upon the acquisition of the property by the Friends.  Carried 6-0. 
 
Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Enright, adopting a resolution 
granting a 3.2 off-sale liquor license to the Loyal Order of Moose Austin Lodge #1180.  Carried 
6-0. 
 
Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, granting the Planning 
and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally stored 
vehicles at 714 6th Avenue SE, Windschitl Property.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, granting the Planning 
and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally stored 
vehicles at 409 8th Avenue SE, Portillo/Garcia Property.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Carolan, granting the 
Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally 
stored vehicles at 207 4th Street SE, Neitzell Property.  Carried. 
 
REPORTS 
 
City Clerk Ann Kasel noted the Board of Equalization and Appeals was appointed earlier in the 
meeting and that meeting will take place on April 17, 2015 at 9:00 am at the Mower County 
Government Center.  The meeting will allow the public to contest their property valuation set by 
the County that will be sent out in late March or early April. 
 
Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adjourning the meeting 
to March 16, 2015.  Carried. 
 
Adjourned:    6:05   pm    
  
Approved:   March 16, 2015   
   
Mayor:       
 
City Recorder:       
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