
M I N U T E S 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

April 20, 2015 

5:30 PM 

Council Chambers 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Stiehm.  Council Members Steve King, Michael Jordal, 

Judy Enright, Jeff Austin, David Hagen and Council Member-at-

Large Janet Anderson 

 

MEMBERS ABSENT: Council Member Jeremy Carolan 

         

STAFF PRESENT: City Administrator Craig Clark, Director of Administrative 

Services Tom Dankert, Public Works Director Steven Lang, City 

Attorney David Hoversten, Police Captain David McKichan,  

Planning and Zoning Administrator Holly Wallace, Library 

Director Ann Hokanson, Park and Rec Director Kim Underwood 

and City Clerk Ann Kasel   

 

OTHERS PRESENT: Priscilla Mork, Austin Daily Herald, Public 

 

Mayor Stiehm called the meeting to order at 5:30 pm.   

 

Removed from agenda: 

 

(res)      14. Approving County board classification of forfeited tax property, public sale of  

 said property and declaring the City’s intention to reassess unpaid assessments. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, approving the agenda 

as amended.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, 

approving the minutes of April 6, 2015. Carried. 

 

CITIZENS ADDRESSING THE COUNCIL 

 

Priscilla Mork with the Parenting Resource Center presented on the Toward Zero Deaths 

campaign with a focus on presenting distracted driving.  The group has been focusing on 

preventing youth texting and driving. 

 

Marv Repinski wished more citizens would come to Council meetings to meet with the Council 

members.  He also stressed the need for affordable housing in Austin. 

 

AWARDS AND RECOGNITIONS 

 



Mayor Stiehm read a proclamation declaring April 24, 2015 Arbor Day and the Month of May Arbor 

Month. 

 

Mayor Stiehm read a proclamation declaring May 15
th

 Bike or Walk to Work Day and May 11-15
th

 

Bike or Walk to Work Week. 

 

Mayor Stiehm declared May 22, 2015 Poppy Day and read some information regarding the program. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, approving the consent 

agenda as follows: 

 

 Licenses: 

  Sign Installer:  S.E.W. Enterprises, Inc., 5621 Hwy 12 NE, Willmar, MN 

  Temporary Food:  Austin High School Reach at Dresner Park on May 16, 2015 

  Temporary Food:  3B Eatery at Packer Arena on April 25
th

, June 27
th

, July 25
th

  

     and September 19
th

, 2015 

 Temporary 3.2 Beer:  Austin Jaycees at Packer Arena on April 25
th

, June 27
th

, July          

    25
th

 and September 19
th

, 2015 

 

  Claims:  

a. Financial and Investment Reports. 

b. Pre list of Bills. 

c. Paulette LeBarron, 600 12
th

 Avenue NW.  The matter was forwarded to 

the City Attorney to protect the City’s interest.   

 Events: 

  Haitian Hustle 5k on June 27, 2015. 

 

Carried. 

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS: 

 

A public hearing was held for an amendment to the City’s comprehensive plan requested by Hormel 

Foods for property located at 2107 and 2207 8
th

 Drive NE.  Planning and Zoning Administrator 

Holly Wallace stated the Hormel Foods Corporation requested the change to reclassify 13.5 acres 

from low-density site (R-1) to a high density residential area (R-0) to accommodate the current use 

and future development.  The property is currently being used as a presentation facility but the 

company needs additional space for this purpose. 

 

The Planning Commission reviewed the matter at their April 14, 2015 meeting and recommended 

approval with a 5-0 vote. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, approving an 

amendment to the City’s comprehensive plan requested by Hormel Foods for property located at 

2107 and 2207 8
th

 Drive NE.  Carried. 



  

A public hearing for a rezoning request by Hormel Foods for the property located at 2107 and 2207 

8
th

 Drive NE due to the same reasons as for the comprehensive plan update.  

 

The Planning Commission reviewed the matter at their April 14, 2015 meeting and recommended 

approval with a 5-0 vote. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Enright, for preparation of the 

ordinance for rezoning.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, for adoption 

and publication of the ordinance for rezoning.   Carried 6-0. 

    

A public hearing was held for a grace period or enforcement forbearance regarding required parking 

from Innovative Housing Concepts and Leaning Tree, LLC for the property in the 900-1000 block of 

16
th

 Avenue NE.  Planning and Zoning Administrator Holly Wallace stated the developer would like 

a grace period to determine the parking needs of phase 1 of the development.  They would like to 

delay the installation of 31 parking stalls to see if the parking is needed.  Ms. Wallace noted this is 

an unusual request.   

 

The Planning Commission reviewed the matter at their April 14, 2015 meeting and recommended 

approval with a 5-0 vote with the condition that a parking study is conducted and a variance is 

applied for upon 50% of the phase 1 apartments or December 31, 2016, whichever is first; and a 

letter from the Hormel Foundation stated they would add the additional parking if the variance is not 

granted or sought. 

 

Council Member Austin questioned if the City is setting precedence by allowing this variance. 

 

Ms. Wallace stated the City may be setting a precedence but this is a unique multi-phase 

development with a large amount of money being invested. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, approving a grace period or 

enforcement forbearance regarding required parking from Innovative Housing Concepts and Leaning 

Tree, LLC for the property in the 900-1000 block of 16
th

 Street NE.  Carried. 

 

PETITIONS AND REQUESTS 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Enright, resolving the City 

Council into the Sign Code Board of Appeals.  Carried. 

 

Planning and Zoning Administrator Holly Wallace reviewed a sign appeal request from Bridget 

Bellrichard and Precision Signs.  Ms. Wallace stated the petitioners are requesting the sign 

variance due to the building design which impacts the visibility of their current sign from certain 

directions. 

 



The Planning Commission reviewed the matter at their April 14, 2015 meeting and recommended 

approval with a 5-0 vote. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, granting a 

sign appeal request from Bridget Bellrichard and Precision Signs.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Enright, resolving the Sign 

Code Board of Appeals into the Board of Adjustments and Appeals.  Carried. 

 

Planning and Zoning Administrator Holly Wallace reviewed a fence appeal request from Rolling 

Green Fencing and Earl and Sandra Davis.  Ms. Wallace stated the petitioners are requesting the 

fence appeal for the replacement of an existing fence.  The current fence has existed for more 

than 10 years without incident within the property lines but does not meet the current code.   

 

The Planning Commission reviewed the matter at their April 14, 2015 meeting and recommended 

approval with a 5-0 vote. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member King, granting a fence appeal 

request from Rolling Green Fencing and Earl and Sandra Davis.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Enright, resolving the Board of 

Adjustments and Appeals back into the City Council.  Carried 

 

City Clerk Ann Kasel presented a proposed small vehicle passenger service ordinance.  This type 

of service differs from taxi cab service in that the service may originate or end outside of the City 

limits.  The small vehicles are limited to seven passengers.  The proposed fees would be the 

same as a taxi cab, $10 for the application and $25 per year for the license. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, for 

preparation of the ordinance.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, for adoption and 

publication of the ordinance.  Carried 6-0. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Enright, adopting a resolution 

setting fees for small vehicle passenger services.  Carried 6-0. 

 

Director of Public Works Steven Lang stated the City is working on a project with SEH, Inc. to 

improve pilot navigational aids at the Austin Municipal Airport.  SEH has submitted a 

preliminary plan for ditch regrading at the South end of the airport.  The estimated cost of the 

design work is $3,900 and would be paid for by MnDOT Aeronautics.   

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a resolution 

approving consulting services at the Austin Municipal Airport.  Carried 6-0. 

 



Director of Administrative Services Tom Dankert requested the Council authorize a budget 

amendment in the amount of $300,000 to help cover overages on the Riverside Arena upgrades. 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, seconded by Council Member Austin, adopting 

a resolution authorizing additional funding for Riverside Arena upgrades, budget adjustment 

number 2.  Carried 6-0. 

 

Director of Administrative Services Tom Dankert requested the Council authorize a 

subordination agreement of the City’s loan to the Eagles Club.  The City would be in the same 

lien position as they are now after the club’s refinance.   

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Enright, adopting a resolution 

approving a subordination agreement for the Eagles Club.  Carried 6-0. 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, seconded by Council Member Austin, adopting 

a resolution accepting gifts to the City of Austin.  Carried 6-0. 

 
Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Austin, granting the Planning 
and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of refuse, junk and/or illegally 
stored vehicles at 808 5

th
 Avenue NE, Dirksen Property.  Carried. 

 
Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member King, granting the Planning 
and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of refuse, junk and/or illegally 
stored vehicles at 711 6

th
 Avenue SE, Nelson Property.  Carried. 

 
Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, granting the Planning 
and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of refuse, junk and/or illegally 
stored vehicles at 800 9

th
 Avenue SE, Clinton/Moucha Property.  Carried. 

 
Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member King, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of refuse, junk and/or illegally 

stored vehicles at 907 9
th

 Avenue SE, Branson Property.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member King, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of refuse, junk and/or illegally 

stored vehicles at 603 8
th

 Street NW, JL Properties Property.  Carried. 

 

REPORTS 

 

Council Member Hagen attended an agricultural summit at Riverland Community College last 

week and stated the college would be offering additional agricultural classes.  

 

Council Member-at-Large Anderson noted the City/County Electronics Recycling event will be 

held on May 9
th

 at the Mower County Fairgrounds.  Director of Public Works Steven Lang stated 

it will be from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. and the fees for the event are listed on the City’s website 

and facebook pages. 

 



Director of Parks and Recreation Kim Underwood stated Community Pride day is this Saturday, 

April 25
th

 beginning at 9:00 a.m. in the municipal pool parking lot.  

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adjourning the meeting 

to May 4, 2015.  Carried. 

 

Adjourned:   6:10 p.m.    

  

Approved:   May 4, 2015    

   

Mayor:       

 

City Recorder:       

 

 


