
M I N U T E S 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

May 18, 2015 

5:30 PM 

Council Chambers 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Stiehm.  Council Members Steve King, Michael Jordal, 

Judy Enright, Jeff Austin, David Hagen, Jeremy Carolan and 

Council Member-at-Large Janet Anderson 

 

MEMBERS ABSENT:  

         

STAFF PRESENT: City Administrator Craig Clark, Director of Administrative 

Services Tom Dankert, Public Works Director Steven Lang, City 

Attorney David Hoversten, Police Chief Brian Krueger,  Planning 

and Zoning Administrator Holly Wallace, Library Director Ann 

Hokanson, Park and Rec Director Kim Underwood and City Clerk 

Ann Kasel 

 

OTHERS PRESENT: Mark Valimont, Misty Nelson, Austin Daily Herald, Post Bulletin, 

Public 

 

Mayor Stiehm called the meeting to order at 5:30 pm.   

 

Added to agenda: 

 

  5. Consent Agenda: 

  Licenses: 

  Concrete:  JJ King Kong Crete, 8029 SE 18
th

 Street, Claremont 

 

Updated Item and Resolution  

 

 7. Authorizing the issuance, awarding sale, prescribing the form and details and   

providing for the payment of $17,635,000 general obligation capital improvement plan 

bonds,  series 2015A. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Carolan, approving the agenda 

as amended.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member King, approving the minutes 

of May 4, 2015. Carried. 

 

CITIZENS ADDRESSING THE COUNCIL 

 

Mark Valimont, an Austin resident, speaking through Misty Nelson, stated he felt he was 

discriminated against by the Austin Police Department stemming from an incident that happened 



on May 2, 2015.  Mr. Valimont stated he asked for an ASL interpreter and his request was not 

met by the Police Department or Austin Medical Center.  

 

Mayor Stiehm stated Mr. Valimont should set up a meeting with Chief Krueger and the Chief 

would address his concerns. 

 

City Attorney David Hoversten noted there is a procedure for citizens filing claims against the 

police department.  The individual should meet with the Police Chief and if the issue cannot be 

resolved then it should be taken to the Police Civil Service Commission. 

 

Mr. Valimont stated he is very frustrated with the City and would reach out to State agencies for 

help with his claim. 

 

Jim Halsey with the Austin Fire Department asked permission for the 7
th

 annual Fill the Boot 

Fundraiser on August 19-21, 2015.  The Department raises more per union member than larger 

cities in Minnesota.  The six year total for the fundraiser is over $99,000.  

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, seconded by Council Member Austin, to allow 

the Austin Fire Department to participate in the Fill the Boot Fundraiser on August 19-21, 2015.  

Carried. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member King, approving the consent 

agenda as follows: 

 

 Licenses: 

    Cab Driver:  Edward Miller, 1910 8
th

 Avenue NW 

  Concrete:  Blackstone Construction Inc., 83889 230
th

 Street, Albert Lea 

  Concrete:  JJ King Kong Crete, 8029 SE 18
th

 Street, Claremont 

  Exempt Gambling (raffle):  Marcusen Park Baseball Association at Marcusen  

   Park on September 1, 2015 

  Massage Therapist:  Caitlin Lura, 1300 C 18
th

 Avenue NW 

  Master Plumber:  Tonna Mechanical, 2411 7
th

 Street NW, Rochester 

  Temporary 3.2 Beer:  Austin Jaycees on May 29, 2015 for Downtown Summer  

    Kickoff 

  Temporary Food:  Hy-Vee on June 14-15, 2015 at Todd Park 

  Tree Service:  Austin Tree Service, 85459 South Island Circle, Hollandale, MN 

 

  Claims: 

a. Financial and Investment Reports   

b. Pre-list of bills. 

 

Carried. 

 

 



BIDS AND AWARDS: 

 

The City received bids for asbestos abatement for the properties located at 404 7
th

 Avenue SE, 

406 7
th

 Avenue SE, 1205 4
th

 Avenue SE, 912 18
th

 Street SW and 109 16
th

 Avenue SW.  The 

following bids were received: 

 

 Contractor   Amount   

  

 Safe Air Systems $16,540 

 Twell Environmental $30,900 

 Titan Environmental $40,810 

 Twin Cities Abatement Tech $41,400 

 Lindstrom Environmental  Incomplete Bid  

 

 Engineer’s Estimate $25,000 

 

Mr. Lang recommended awarding the bid to Safe Air Systems, LLC. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Carolan, adopting a 

resolution awarding the bid for asbestos abatement to Safe Air Systems, LLC.  Carried 7-0. 

 

PETITIONS AND REQUESTS: 

Doug Green from Springstead, Inc. reported on the bond sale for Austin Utilities earlier in the 

day.  The $17,635,000 in bonds were sold to Robert W. Baird at 3.2%.  As part of the process the 

City had to receive a credit rating which was set at Aa2, which is a high rating for the City.   

Director of Administrative Services Tom Dankert noted the Austin Utilities Board approved the 

sale at their meeting earlier in the day. 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Hagen, adopting a resolution 

authorizing the issuance, awarding sale, prescribing the form and details and providing for the 

payment of $17,635,000 general obligation capital improvement plan bonds, series 2015A.  

Carried 7-0. 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Carolan, setting a public 

hearing for June 1, 2015 at 5:30 p.m. for a tree mitigation plan, petitioned by Northland 

Restaurant Group.  Carried. 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, setting a 

public hearing for June 1, 2015 at 5:30 p.m. for rezoning of property from a B-2 Community 

Business District to a PUD (Planned Unit Development), petitioned by Torgerson Properties, 

Inc.  Carried. 



Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, setting a public hearing 

for June 1, 2015 at 5:30 p.m. for a variance from required number of parking stalls at Burr Oak 

Apartments, petitioned by Schammel Properties.  Carried. 

Director of Administrative Services Tom Dankert requested the Council authorize an addendum 

to the labor agreement for UAW Local 867 – Street and Sewer maintenance to allow unused sick 

leave to be deposited into an employee’s health savings account upon retirement.  

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a resolution 

approving a health care savings agreement with UAW 867-Street and Sewer maintenance.  

Carried 7-0. 

Director of Administrative Services Tom Dankert requested the Council waive the annual audit 

for the Blazing Star Trail Joint Powers Board.  The board did not have any expenditures in 2014 

and only deposit was interest income. 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, seconded by Council Member Carolan, waiving 

the annual audit for the Blazing Star Trail Joint Powers Board.  Carried.    

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a resolution 

accepting donations to the City of Austin.  Carried 7-0. 

Director of Public Works Steven Lang requested the Council adopt a resolution approving plans 

proposed by Mower County for the reconstruction of 10
th

 Drive SE from 8
th

 Avenue SE to Hwy 

218.  The City’s cost for the project is the construction of the sanitary sewer which would be 

paid for via the sewer user fund.  Properties would be subject to the sewer access charge when 

they hook into the system.  Sidewalk and a trail would also be installed along the new road. 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a resolution 

approving plans for Mower County’s 10
th

 Drive SE street reconstruction project.  Carried 7-0. 

Director of Public Works Steven Lang requested the Council authorize amendment #2 to the 

Minnesota Airport Maintenance and Operations grant.  The amendment would increase funding 

from $39,319 per year to $49,739 for 2015. 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, adopting 

a resolution approving grant amendment #2 to the Airport maintenance and operations grant. 

Carried 7-0. 

Director of Public Works Steven Lang requested the Council authorize a resolution to transfer 

$114,623 of airport funding from 2012 to the City of Blue Earth.  The City of Austin does not 

have a project planned for the funds and they would expire if unused.  The agreement would 

transfer the funds with the return of the funds in 2020. 

Mayor Stiehm asked if the amount returned by the City of Blue Earth will be the same in five 

years. 



Mr. Lang confirmed it would be the same amount. 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Austin, adopting a resolution 

authorizing the transfer of funds to Blue Earth from the Austin Municipal Airport.  Carried 7-0. 

Director of Public Works Steven Lang requested the Council accept the Point Source 

Implementation Grant for Turtle Creek 1 in the amount of $496,931.  The grant will cover 50% 

of the eligible construction and engineering costs.  The final grant amount was slightly higher 

than what was estimated earlier in the year. 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Enright, adopting a resolution 

accepting the Point Source Implementation grant for the Turtle Creek 1 sanitary sewer and water 

project.  Carried 7-0. 

Director of Public Works Steven Lang requested the Council approve a routine maintenance 

agreement with the Minnesota Department of Transportation for the portion of Highway 105 

located in the City of Austin.  The City provides all of the routine maintenance on the road and 

MnDOT reimburses the City a lump sum annually.  The proposed amount for 2016 is $9,203.04 

and for 2017 is $9,387.09.  The amounts reflect a 2% increase over the prior years. 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Austin, adopting a resolution 

approving a maintenance agreement for Highway 105 with MnDot.  Carried 7-0. 

Director of Public Works Steven Lang requested the City release a utility easement in an alley 

north of the new Spam Museum site at 101 3
rd

 Avenue NE.  The easement is no longer needed 

since the property is all owned by the same person and the utilities will be rerouted.   

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Enright, adopting a resolution 

releasing an easement on behalf of Austin Utilities.  Carried 7-0. 

Planning and Zoning Administrator Holly Wallace requested the Council adopt a sustainable 

purchasing policy which would recommend the purchase of EnergyStar certified equipment and 

paper with 30% post-consumer recycled content when economically feasible.  The policy was 

recommended by the Sustainability Task Force.   

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a 

resolution adopting a sustainable purchasing policy.  Carried 7-0. 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a resolution 

declaring the property located at 1916 3
rd

 Avenue NE a hazardous structure.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Council Member Austin stated it appears that one of the properties has gone through this process 

before. 



Planning and Zoning Administrator Holly Wallace stated there was delay between the Council 

adopting the resolution and the movement through court process so she made the determination 

that it would be best for the Council to adopt another resolution. 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a resolution 

declaring the property located at 1001 6
th

 Avenue NE a hazardous structure.  Carried 7-0. 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Carolan, adopting a resolution 

declaring the property located at 2114 6
th

 Avenue NE a hazardous structure.  Carried 7-0. 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Carolan, granting the 

Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of  refuse, junk and/or 

illegally stored vehicles at 1409 11
th

 Avenue NW, Grover Property.  Carried. 

REPORTS 

Council Member-at-Large Anderson stated the HRA Board met last week and are working on 

housing projects in Austin.  

City Administrator Craig Clark gave a legislative update on the legislative process.  There was 

no tax bill which means no LGA increase for cities.  Initial indications from the session was that 

there are not many provisions favorable for greater Minnesota. 

Chief Krueger stated that Dustin Wollenburg was promoted to Lieutenant as of May 12
th

. 

Director of Public Works Steven Lang stated the City had another successful electronics 

recycling event and thanked the volunteers.  He also noted it is National Public Works Week and 

thanked the 58 City employees that work in the department.  

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Carolan, adjourning the 

meeting to June 1, 2015.  Carried. 

Adjourned:  6:17 p.m.    

  

Approved:   June 1, 2015    

   

Mayor:       

 

City Recorder:       

 

 

 


