
M I N U T E S 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

June 1, 2015 

5:30 PM 

Council Chambers 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Stiehm.  Council Members Steve King, Michael Jordal, 

Judy Enright, Jeff Austin, Jeremy Carolan and Council Member-at-

Large Janet Anderson 

 

MEMBERS ABSENT: Council Member David Hagen 

         

STAFF PRESENT: City Administrator Craig Clark, Director of Administrative 

Services Tom Dankert, Public Works Director Steven Lang, City 

Attorney David Hoversten, Police Chief Brian Krueger, Library 

Director Ann Hokanson, Park and Rec Director Kim Underwood 

Planning and Zoning Administrator Holly Wallace and City Clerk 

Ann Kasel 

 

OTHERS PRESENT: Kevin Schammel, Gene Novak, Austin Daily Herald, Post Bulletin, 

Public 

 

Mayor Stiehm called the meeting to order at 5:30 pm.   

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member King, approving the agenda.  

Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, seconded by Council Member Enright, 

approving the minutes of May 18, 2015. Carried. 

 

CITIZENS ADDRESSING THE COUNCIL 

 

Gene Novak, 611 4
th

 Avenue SE, expressed his concerns about the Pillars of the City flood wall 

of recognition program, including the nomination process and a potential graffiti problem. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Enright, approving the consent 

agenda as follows: 

 

 Licenses: 

  Tree Service:  Hathaway Tree Service, Inc. 2555 50
th

 Avenue NW, Rochester 

 Exempt Gambling (raffle):  Austin Noon Kiwanis, September 2, 2015 at the  

   Hormel Historic Home 

 

 



Claims:   

a. Pre-list of Bills. 

b. Credit Card Report. 

 

Carried. 

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS: 

 

A public hearing was held for the consideration of a tree mitigation plan requested by Northland 

Restaurant Group/Hardees Restaurants.  Planning and Zoning Administrator Holly Wallace 

stated the current City ordinance limits the tree removal for a development to 30% and the 

Petitioner is requesting 50% removal of the trees, which would be a variance of 20%.  There 

were also unhealthy trees that will be removed from the site.  Additional shrubbery and flowers 

would be planted on the site.  The Planning Commission reviewed the matter at their May 19, 

2015 meeting and recommended approving the variance by a 6-0 vote. 

 

Council Member-at-Large Anderson asked if there is follow up with the developer for the tree 

mitigation plan. 

 

Ms. Wallace stated there is follow up with the developer and if any of the trees do not make it a 

year then the landscaping company will replace them. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Enright, approving a tree 

mitigation plan requested by Northland Restaurant Group/Hardees Restaurants.  Carried. 

 

A public hearing was held for the rezoning of property from a B-2 Community Business District 

to a PUD (Planned Unit Development) petitioned by Torgerson Properties, Inc.  Planning and 

Zoning Administrator Holly Wallace stated the Petitioner is requesting the change to ultimately 

create a common interest community to add a four story, 54 unit hotel to the property in 2017.  

The reason for the PUD is to deal with some of the zoning issues that would arise from the 

development.  The Planning Commission reviewed the matter at their May 19, 2015 meeting and 

recommended approval of the preliminary application by a 6-0 vote. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, to 

approve the preliminary application by Torgerson Properties, Inc. for the rezoning of property 

from a B-2 Community Business District to a Planned Unit Development.  Carried. 

 

A public hearing was held for a variance from required number of parking stalls at Burr Oak 

Apartments petitioned by Schammel Properties.  Planning and Zoning Administrator Holly 

Wallace stated the Petitioner proposed 1.5 stalls per unit as opposed to the 2.25 stalls per unit 

which would accommodate an additional six units to the housing complex.  The Planning 

Commission recommended approval of the matter at their May 12, 2015 meeting by a 6-0 vote. 

 

Council Member Enright asked if there are any spare parking stalls for guests or do the guests 

use street parking. 

 



Kevin Schammel, the owner of the apartment complex, stated there are guest passes that can be 

issued.  He added that guest parking hasn’t been an issue in the past. 

   

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Austin, approving the 

parking variance from required number of parking stalls at Burr Oak Apartments.  Carried. 

   

BIDS AND AWARDS: 

 

Director of Administrative Services presented the Fire Station Improvement bids.  The City 

received the following bids: 

 

Bidder:  Base Bid Alt #1  Alt #2  Alt#3  Alt#4 

Restoration Services $108,000 $5,735  $6,225  $41,800 $7,255 

Merit Const. Svcs. $202,718 $12,874 $13,010 $54,737 $6,586 

 

Mr. Dankert recommended awarding the base bid and alternates 1-4 to Restoration Services, Inc.  

He noted that alternate #1 may be reduced due to caulking in the windows not required.   

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Enright, awarding the bid for 

Fire Station improvements to Restoration Services, Inc.  Carried 6-0. 

 

The City received bids for replacement of the west side Senior Center HVAC unit.  The 

following bids were received: 

 

Bidder:     Bid 

Harty Mechanical, Inc.   $28,730 

Greenman Heating & Refrigeration, Inc. $34,100 

Lowe Plumbing & Heating, Inc.   No bid 

 

Director of Public Works Steven Lang stated the budget for the project is $31,500 and includes a 

$15,000 Hormel Foundation grants and a $3,600 Austin Utilities rebate.  Mr. Lang recommended 

awarding the bid to Harty Mechanical, Inc. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Carolan, awarding the bid for 

west side HVAC replacement at the Senior Center to Harty Mechanical, Inc.  Carried 6-0. 

 

The City received bids for pavement rehabilitation at the airport.  The following bids were received: 

 

Bidder    Bid 

Struck & Irwin Paving, Inc. $202,254.00 

Fahrner Asphalt  $287,470.50 

 

Director of Public Works Steven Lang recommended awarding the bid to Struck & Irwin Paving, 

Inc.  Mr. Lang noted that this would be funded with 90% Federal grant, 5% State grant and the 

remaining 5% through local funds. 

 



Moved by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, seconded by Council Member King, awarding 

the bid for airport pavement rehabilitation to Struck & Irwin Paving, Inc.  Carried 6-0. 

 

PETITIONS AND REQUESTS: 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Carolan, approving requests 

from Chamber of Commerce for City services and use of City property in connection with 

Freedom Fest on July 3 – July 5, 2015.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Jordal, approving requests 

from the Mower County Fair Board for city services and the use of City property in connection 

with the Mower County Fair on August 11 – August 16, 2015.  Carried. 

 

Director of Administrative Services Tom Dankert requested Council approval to participate in 

performance measurements program by communicating with the citizens via a survey.  In turn, 

the City will receive an additional $3,500 in local government aid. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a resolution 

affirming the City of Austin’s participation in the Office of the State Auditor’s voluntary 2015 

performance measurements survey.  Carried 6-0. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, adopting a 

resolution accepting donations to the City of Austin.  Carried 6-0. 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang requested the Council authorize an engineering consulting 

services agreement with Hammel, Green and Abrahamson, Inc. for plan development and 

specifications on the Riverside Arena mechanical upgrades project.  The estimated cost of the 

engineering services is $9,400.  This would be in addition to the current contract with Hammel, 

Green and Abrahamson, Inc. for Riverside Arena work. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Carolan, adopting a 

resolution approving consulting services with Hammel, Green and Abrahamson, Inc. for the  

  Riverside Arena mechanical upgrades project.  Carried 6-0. 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang requested the Council authorize engineering consulting 

services with SEH for plan and specification work on the airport runway project.  The estimated 

cost of the services is $23,000. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Carolan, adopting a resolution 

approving consulting services with SEH, Inc. for Airport construction projects.  Carried 6-0. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a resolution 

declaring the property located at 906 4
th

 Street SE a hazardous structure.  Carried 6-0. 
 



Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Carolan, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of refuse, junk and/or illegally 

stored vehicles at 907 3
rd

 Avenue NE, Alejo Property.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Enright, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of refuse, junk and/or illegally 

stored vehicles at 2004 3
rd

 Avenue NE, Majerus Property.  Carried. 

 
Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Enright, granting the Planning 
and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of refuse, junk and/or illegally 
stored vehicles at 1301 6

th
 Avenue NE, Heng/Phoon Property.   Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Carolan, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of refuse, junk and/or illegally 

stored vehicles at 401 9
th

 Street NE, Wells Fargo Bank Property.  Carried. 

 
Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Enright, granting the Planning 
and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of refuse, junk and/or illegally 
stored vehicles at 403 9

th
 Street NE, Gonzalez Property.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Enright, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of refuse, junk and/or illegally 

stored vehicles at 800 2
nd

 Avenue NW, Raimann Property.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Carolan, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of refuse, junk and/or illegally 

stored vehicles at 1203 11
th

 Avenue NW, Dennison Property.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Carolan, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of refuse, junk and/or illegally 

stored vehicles at 1309 5
th

 Street NW, Bank of America Property.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Carolan, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of refuse, junk and/or illegally 

stored vehicles at 503 8
th

 Avenue SE, Wakefield Property.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Carolan, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of refuse, junk and/or illegally 

stored vehicles at 904 2
nd

 Avenue SW, Lockie Property.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Carolan, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of refuse, junk and/or illegally 

stored vehicles at 906 4
th

 Street SE, Wadding/Barren Property.  Carried. 

 

REPORTS 

 



Council Member Jordal stated the Community Education Board had their last meeting of the year 

the previous week where they elected new officers for the 2015-2016 year. 

 

Council Member-at-Large Anderson stated the next Sustainability Taskforce meeting is on June 

10, 2015 at 7:30 a.m. where the ICS consultant will present their recent report. 

 

City Administrator Craig Clark stated he recently met with Senator Sparks and Representative 

Poppe to go over the legislative agenda.   

 

Police Chief Krueger state Kim Lenz was recently promoted to sergeant on the Austin Police 

Department. 

 

Parks and Recreation Director Kim Underwood stated the pool opens Monday, June 8
th

 at 1:00 

p.m. and the summer recreation programs begin next week. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Carolan, adjourning the 

meeting to June 15, 2015.  Carried. 

 

Adjourned:   5:59 p.m.    

  

Approved:   June 15, 2015    

   

Mayor:       

 

City Recorder:       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


