
M I N U T E S 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

June 15, 2015 

5:30 PM 

Council Chambers 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Stiehm.  Council Members Steve King, Michael Jordal, 

Judy Enright, Jeff Austin, Jeremy Carolan, David Hagen and 

Council Member-at-Large Janet Anderson 

 

MEMBERS ABSENT:  

         

STAFF PRESENT: City Administrator Craig Clark, Director of Administrative 

Services Tom Dankert, Public Works Director Steven Lang, City 

Attorney David Hoversten, Police Chief Brian Krueger,  Fire Chief 

Jim McCoy, Planning and Zoning Administrator Holly Wallace, 

Park and Rec Director Kim Underwood and City Clerk Ann Kasel 

 

OTHERS PRESENT: Austin Daily Herald, Post Bulletin, Public 

 

Mayor Stiehm called the meeting to order at 5:30 pm.   

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Carolan, approving the agenda 

as amended.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, approving 

the minutes of May 27, 2015 and June 1, 2015. Carried. 

 

CITIZENS ADDRESSING THE COUNCIL 

 

Sydney J. Brown, 2301 10
th

 Street NW-Unit 121, spoke on behalf of Village Cooperative in 

regard to the proposed HRA housing development in that area.  The Cooperative is not 

supportive of sharing an entrance with the HRA development.  Mr. Brown also expressed 

concerns about traffic issues and resident safety during the construction.  

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member King, approving the consent 

agenda as follows: 

 

 Licenses: 

 Exempt Gambling:  Riverland Community College Foundation, at Holiday Inn on  

  July 26, 2015 

 Food:  Freedom Business Group, Inc. at 210 4
th

 Street NE 

  Master Plumber:  Faribo Plumbing & Heating, 2345 NW 8
th

 Avenue, Faribault 

  Master Plumber:  Srp Heating, Air Conditioning and Refrigeration, Inc., 112 10
th

  



   Avenue SE, Waseca 

  Temporary 3.2 Beer:  Austin Area Chamber of Commerce, at the Mower County  

   Fairgrounds on July 21, 2015 

  Temporary 3.2 Beer:  Marcusen Park Baseball Association at Marcusen Park on  

   June 25-28, 2015 

  Temporary Food:  Accentra Credit Union, July 1
st
-2

nd
 and August 27

th
-28

th
, 2015 

  Temporary Liquor:  Austin Jaycees, Torge’s parking lot on July 3, 2015 

  Temporary Liquor:  Austin Jaycees, Bandshell Park on July 3 & 4, 2015 

Temporary Liquor:  Marcusen Park Baseball Association at Marcusen Park on 

August 22, 2015 

 

  Claims: 

a. Pre-list of bills 

b. Investment report.  

 

 Event Applications: 

  Teddy Bear Event on June 22, 2015 

  Downtown Crazy Day on July 16, 2015 

 

Carried. 

 

BIDS AND AWARDS: 

 

The City received bids for residential building demolition for the following properties:  404 7
th

 

Avenue SE, 406 7
th

 Avenue SE, 912 18
th

 Street SW and 109 16
th

 Avenue SW.  The following bids 

were received: 

 

Bidder     Bid 

Hansen Hauling & Excavating $23,025 

Jeppesen Gravel   $63,000 

Husemoller Excavating  $67,050 

 

Engineer’s Estimate   $45,000 

 

Director of Public Works Steven Lang recommended awarding the bid to Hansen Hauling & 

Excavating. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member King, awarding the bid for 

residential building demolition to Hansen Hauling & Excavating.  Carried 6-0. 

 

PETITIONS AND REQUESTS: 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, approving 

a request for donated sick leave for Danny Ruroden.  Carried. 
 



Director of Administrative Services Tom Dankert requested the Council accept the audit report 

for the year ending December 31, 2014.  The audit report was presented by Kim Hillberg from 

CliftonLarsonAllen, LLC at the June 1, 2015 work session and she stated the City has received 

an unqualified clean opinion. 
 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Carolan, accepting the audit 

report from year ending December 31, 2014.  Carried. 

 

Director of Administrative Services Tom Dankert requested the Council pass a resolution 

thanking Dale Madison for his years of service to the Austin-Mower County Homeownership 

Fund.  Mr. Madison was a founding member on the board and approved 581 loans for $1.925 

million dollars to Mower County residents needing assistance to purchase a home. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a resolution 

thanking Dale Madison for his faithful service to the Austin-Mower County Homeownership 

Fund.  Carried 6-0. 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, seconded by Council Member Carolan, adopting 

a resolution accepting donations to the City of Austin.  Carried 6-0. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member King, appointing Raquel 

Imbert to the Human Rights Commission, term expiring December 31, 2017.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member King, granting an adult use 

business license to P. Island, Inc. dba Paradise Island from July 1, 2015 to December 31, 2015.  

Carried. 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang stated the City of Austin has identified the need for 

improvements to the SCADA system at the Waste Water Treatment Plant because the existing 

SCADA system was installed in 1994 and is no longer supported.  SEH, Inc. has submitted a 

proposal for engineering consulting services in the amount of $32,250 for the following services 

to upgrade the SCADA system:  reviewing the current system to determine deficiencies and 

identify where improvements can be made, evaluating the existing workstations to understand 

need at each location, working with vendors and City staff to develop specifications for bidding a 

new SCADA system, and evaluating bids, analyze equipment costs and make recommendations 

based on most responsible bid.  Mr. Lang recommended extending the contract to SEH, Inc. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Carolan, adopting a resolution 

approving engineering consulting services with SEH, Inc. for SCADA upgrades at the Waste  

Water Treatment Plant.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang stated there is a need for electrical upgrades to the following 

buildings at the Waste Water Treatment Plant: grit building, industrial pump station and biodisk 

building.  SEH, Inc. has submitted a proposal for engineering consulting services in the amount 

of $16,200 for engineered drawings for these upgrades.  Mr. Lang recommended extending the 

contract to SEH, Inc. 

 



Moved by Council Member Carolan, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, adopting 

a resolution approving engineering consulting services with SEH, Inc. for electrical upgrades at 

the Waste Water Treatment Plant.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Director of Public Works Steven Lang stated the Austin Public Library is in need of a boiler 

replacement and the City has received two proposals for the consulting services on the project. 

HGA and ICS Consulting have submitted proposals for project as follows: 

    

   HGA   $10,400 

   ICS Consulting $16,750 

 

City staff reviewed all proposals and recommends extending the contract to HGA. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Austin, adopting a resolution 

approving consulting services with HGA for the Library boiler system replacement.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang stated the Federal Aviation Administration desires to lease 

space in the administration building at the Austin Municipal Airport.  The space is 46.15 square 

feet and is proposed be leased at $13.40 a square foot thereby totaling a lease payment of 

$648.41 per year with the lease term running for 20 years - from October 1, 2015 to September 

30, 2035. 

 

Moved by Council Member Hagen, seconded by Council Member Austin, adopting a resolution 

approving a lease with the Federal Aviation Administration at the Austin Municipal Airport.  

Carried 7-0. 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang requested the Council authorize an agreement with Jeffery Dahn 

for sidewalk replacement on this property in an amount not to exceed $4,000.  Mr. Dahn has signed 

the agreement for the amount to be placed on his real estate taxes. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a resolution 

approving a sidewalk replacement petition.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, seconded by Council Member Austin, resolving 

the City Council into the Board of Adjustments and Appeals.  Carried. 

 

Planning and Zoning Administrator Holly Wallace stated Larry Parkes petitioned for a variance 

from the 12.5 foot side yard setback requirement for 6 feet tall privacy fence on his property 

located at 608 3
rd

 Street NW, which is a corner lot.  The Planning Commission reviewed the 

matter at their June 10, 2015 meeting and recommended approval of the variance by a 5-0 vote 

with the condition that the corner of the fence be modified for increased visibility for pedestrian 

safety and a plan presented within 60 days. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Hagen, approving a fence 

appeal filed by Larry Parkes for the property located at 608 3
rd

 Street NW with the condition that 



the corner of the fence be modified for increased visibility for pedestrian safety and a plan 

presented within 60 days.  Carried. 

 

Planning and Zoning Administrator Holly Wallace stated Maverick Raygor obo Sandra Arndt 

petitioned for a variance from the 12.5 foot side yard setback requirement for 6 feet tall privacy 

fence on the property located at 910 8
th

 Street NW.  The Planning Commission reviewed the 

matter at their June 10, 2015 meeting and recommended approval of the variance by a 5-0 vote 

with the condition that for the corner of the fence be modified for increased visibility for 

pedestrian safety and a plan presented within 60 days. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Enright, approving a fence 

appeal filed by Maverick Raygor, on behalf of Shari Arndt, for the property located at 910 8
th

 

Street NW with the condition that the corner of the fence be modified for increased visibility for 

pedestrian safety and a plan presented within 60 days.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Jordal, resolving the Board of 

Adjustments and Appeals back into the City Council.  Carried. 

 

Planning and Zoning Administrator Holly Wallace stated Donald Hoban would like to build a 

detached accessory structure on this lot located at 702 2
nd

 Avenue NE.  The previous structure was 

destroyed in a fire and his area available to build is limited by the flood plain and he would like to 

build the structure close to the property line to maximize his building space.  The City requires an 

agreement to build to be signed in situations like this and the City is the adjacent property owner in 

this case. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, adopting a resolution 

approving an agreement to build form for the construction of a garage requested by Donald  

Hoban, 702 2
nd

 Avenue NE.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, adopting 

a resolution declaring the property located at 805 4
th

 Avenue NE a hazardous structure.  Carried 

7-0. 
 
Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Austin, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of refuse, junk and/or illegally 

stored vehicles at 805 4
th

 Avenue NE, Rivera Property.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member King, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of refuse, junk and/or illegally 

stored vehicles at 1107 4
th

 Avenue NW, Fernando Property.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member King, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of refuse, junk and/or illegally 

stored vehicles at 611 14
th

 Street NW, Hebl Property.   Carried. 

 



Tricia Whalen, 605 19
th

 Street NW, raised concerns regarding the handling of her zoning matter 

stating she was disappointed in the manner it was handled and that no one approached or 

discussed the zoning issues with her. 

 

Council Member Austin felt Ms. Whalen’s issue was expedited through the system and she had a 

short period of time to deal with the issues.  He would like to give her 45 days to correct the 

zoning compliance issues.  

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, granting a 

45 day grace period for ordinance compliance for the for the zoning violations at 605 19
th

 Street 

NW, Whalen Property.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of refuse, junk and/or illegally 

stored vehicles at 2002 3
rd

 Avenue NE, Armstrong Property.  Carried. 

 

REPORTS 

 

City Administrator Craig Clark gave a legislative update stating the session ended up being not 

greater Minnesota friendly. 

 

Park and Recreation Director Kim Underwood stated the first summer track and field meet is 

tomorrow, June 16
th. 

 Due to construction at Wescott Field, the meet will be held at the North 

Todd Park complex on fields 8 and 9 with events beginning at 6:15 p.m. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adjourning the meeting 

to July 6, 2015.  Carried. 

 

Adjourned:   6:02 pm    

  

Approved:   July 6, 2015    

   

Mayor:       

 

City Recorder:       

 

 


