
M I N U T E S 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

July 6, 2015 

5:30 PM 

Council Chambers 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Stiehm.  Council Members Steve King, Michael Jordal, 

Judy Enright, Jeff Austin, Jeremy Carolan, David Hagen and 

Council Member-at-Large Janet Anderson 

 

MEMBERS ABSENT:  

         

STAFF PRESENT: City Administrator Craig Clark, Director of Administrative 

Services Tom Dankert, Public Works Director Steven Lang, City 

Attorney David Hoversten, Police Chief Brian Krueger,  Park and 

Rec Director Kim Underwood Planning and Zoning Administrator 

Holly Wallace and City Clerk Ann Kasel 

 

OTHERS PRESENT: Sidney Brown, Gene Novak, Austin Daily Herald, Post Bulletin, 

Public 

 

Mayor Stiehm called the meeting to order at 5:30 pm.   

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member King, approving the agenda.  

Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, seconded by Council Member Enright, 

approving the minutes of June 15, 2015. Carried. 

 

CITIZENS ADDRESSING THE COUNCIL 

 

Sidney Brown, 2301 10
th

 Street NW, No, 121, from Village Cooperative, addressed the Council 

regarding the proposed driveway for the HRA housing development.  The Co-op does not want 

to have their driveway used for an entrance point for the development.  He stated the Co-op 

would consult with an attorney if eminent domain was planned to be used for the development.  

He requested that the Council visit with the residents regarding the matter.  

 

Gene Novak addressed the Council with concerns about tax foreclosure property, the process for 

renting pavilions and fireworks. 

 

Mayor Stiehm stated the fireworks are put on by the Chamber of Commerce.  Council Member 

Austin stated the fee for renting a pavilion is a reservation fee that guarantees the pavilion is 

yours for the time reserved.  Other citizens may use the pavilion if no one has reserved it. 

 

 

 



CONSENT AGENDA 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Carolan, approving the 

consent agenda as follows: 

 

 Licenses: 

 Concrete Contractor:  Raimann Construction, 54524 175
th

 Street  

 Exempt Gambling (Raffle):  Riverland Community College Foundation on  

  September 26, 2015 at Meadow Greens Golf Course 

  Massage Therapist:  Angela Sweetland, 24401 Iona Avenue, Morristown, MN  

  Temporary Food:  Thrivent Financial at the Veteran’s Pavilion on September  

   27, 2015 

Temporary Liquor:  Austin Area Commission for the Arts at the Austin  

 Artworks Festival on August 22-23, 2015 

  

  Claims: 

a. Pre-list of bills. 

b. Credit Card and Financial Report. 

 

            Event Applications: 

 Austin ArtWorks Festival on August 22-23, 2015 

 Relay for Life of Mower County at the Mower County Fairgrounds on July 25- 

  26, 2015 

 

Carried. 

 

BIDS AND AWARDS: 

The City received bids for airport tank removal.  Director of Public Works Steven Lang stated earlier 

in the summer a tank was discovered in the airport near the entrance to the administration building.  

It was determined it needed to be removed. The following bid was received: 

 

Bidder     Bid 

S&L Contracting, Inc.   $6,250 

 

Director of Public Works Steven Lang recommended awarding the bid to S&L Contracting, Inc.  

Funding for the contract would come from contingency funds. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Austin, awarding the bid for 

airport tank removal to S&L Contracting, Inc.  Carried 7-0. 

 

PETITIONS AND REQUESTS: 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Hagen, adopting a resolution 

approving a satisfactory evaluation for Craig Clark and raise effective June 8, 2015.  Carried 7-0. 

 



 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, seconded by Council Member Austin, adopting a 

resolution accepting donations to the City of Austin.  Carried 7-0. 

 

City Clerk Ann Kasel requested the adoption of two resolutions regarding tax forfeited property that 

reverted to the State of Minnesota in 2014.  The first resolution is for parcels proposed for public sale 

and the second is for the parcels proposed for redevelopment with the HRA and Habitat for Humanity.  

Both resolutions affirm the City’s intent to reassess all outstanding special assessments on the parcels. 

 

Moved by Council Member Hagen, seconded by Council Member Enright, adopting a resolution 

approving the County board classification of forfeited tax property, public sale of said property and 

declaring the City’s intention to reassess unpaid assessments.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Moved by Council Member Hagen, seconded by Council Member Enright, adopting a resolution 

approving the County board classification of forfeited tax property and declaring the City’s intention to 

reassess unpaid assessments.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Fire Chief Jim McCoy requested approval of a proposal from Stantec Consulting Services for 

plans and specifications for repair work at the Fire Station including pre-construction meetings, 

review of shop drawings, responding to contractor requests and inspection of the work when the 

project nears completion.  The estimated cost for said services is $4,640.00 plus reimbursable 

expenses not to exceed $650.00. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, adopting a 

resolution approving construction consulting services for the Fire Station improvements.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Fire Chief Jim McCoy requested approval of change orders with Central Roofing Company for the Fire 

Station roof replacement.  Additional work is needed under the contract for removal and disposal of 

fiberboard, removal of smoke hatches and reinforcement of curbing in the amount of $6,375.  

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a resolution 

approving a change order for Fire Station roof repairs.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang requested the Council approve a credit of $321,197.80 in 

change orders for Phases 3-7 of the North Main Street Flood Control Project. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Hagen, adopting a resolution 

Approving change orders for the North Main Street Flood Control Project.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Moved by Council Member Jordal, seconded by Council Member Enright, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of refuse, junk and/or illegally 

stored vehicles at 809 3
rd

 Avenue NE, CR Homes Property.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, granting 

the Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of refuse, junk and/or 

illegally stored vehicles at 616-618 10
th

 Drive SE, Glassick Property.  Carried. 



 

REPORTS 

 

Council Member-at-Large Anderson stated she attended the League of Minnesota Cities 

conference in Duluth and found it to be very informative. 

 

Council Member Austin stated he also attended the League conference. 

 

City Administrator Craig Clark stated staff is planning on starting a weekly video blog to 

communicate with citizens via social media.  He stated he would blog to recap council meetings 

and have other staff blog on special topics. 

 

Planning and Zoning Administrator Holly Wallace stated the residential rental property deadline 

was June 30
th

.  Any landlords who have not registered need to get their paperwork in soon.  The 

landlord education class will be held July 13
th

 at 5:30 p.m. at the senior center. 

 

Director of Parks and Recreation Kim Underwood stated the second annual Water Festival is 

being held at the Nature Center this week and Friday is clean water service day. 

 

Mayor Stiehm also attended the League conference.  He thanked the Chamber of Commerce for 

the great 4
th

 of July celebration. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adjourning the meeting 

to July 20, 2015.  Carried. 

 

Adjourned:    5:59 pm    

  

Approved:   July 20, 2015    

   

Mayor:       

 

City Recorder:       


