MINUTES
CITY COUNCIL MEETING
July 20, 2015
5:30 PM
Council Chambers

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Stiehm. Council Members Steve King, Michael Jordal,
Judy Enright, Jeff Austin, Jeremy Carolan, David Hagen and
Council Member-at-Large Janet Anderson

MEMBERS ABSENT:

STAFF PRESENT: City Administrator Craig Clark, Director of Administrative
Services Tom Dankert, Public Works Director Steven Lang, City
Attorney David Hoversten, Police Chief Brian Krueger, Park and
Rec Director Kim Underwood, Planning and Zoning Administrator
Holly Wallace and City Clerk Ann Kasel

OTHERS PRESENT: Sofia Smith, Austin Daily Herald, Post Bulletin, Public

Mayor Stiehm called the meeting to order at 5:30 pm.
Added to agenda:

(mot) 21.  Authorizing the Mayor and City Recorder to sign the final documents for
the EDA grant.

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, approving the agenda.
Carried.

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member King, approving the minutes
of July 6, 2015. Carried.

CONSENT AGENDA

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, approving
the consent agenda as follows:

Claims:
a. Pre-list of bills.
b. Investment Report.
c. Nancy Musa. The matter was forwarded to the City Attorney to
protect the City’s interest.

Event Applications:
Hormel Foods 125" Anniversary Celebration on July 28, 2016



Carried.
PUBLIC HEARINGS:

A dangerous dog hearing was held for an appeal filed by Sofia Smith. City Attorney David
Hoversten stated the Ms. Smith was appealing the dangerous dog designation and destruction order
regarding a Pit Bull named “Rock.” Mr. Hoversten called investigating officer April Kline to testify.
Officer Kline stated the incident occurred on July 1, 2015 in the 600 block of 6™ Avenue NW where
“Rock” attacked a grown man and the victim had to fight the dog off until the owner of the dog came
outside and got the dog back in the house. The victim initially refused medical care but later went to
Austin Medical Center to have a scratch under his left eye treated. Mr. Hoversten presented a color
photograph of the victim’s injury. Ms. Smith was served a dangerous dog notice on July 1, 2015 in
regard to the incident. Ms. Smith was given the opportunity to question Ms. Kline. Ms. Smith had
no questions for the officer.

Police Captain David McKichan also testified that the animal had other attack incidents in the past.
On September 26, 2013 the dog attacked a mail carrier by biting his mail bag. The mail carrier
sprayed an entire can of pepper spray in the face of the dog to get him to let go. The dog was
identified as a pit bull named “Rock.”

On October 4, 2014 the dog was running loose and attacked a mail carrier. The mail carrier had to
use his mail bag to scare the dog off. The mail carrier stated he believed the dog had an intention to
bite him. The mail carrier also injured his knee trying to get away from the dog. The dog’s owner
was identified as Sofia Smith and was described as a brown pit bull. Ms. Smith was issued a citation
for a dog running at large.

On December 12, 2014, the Police Department received a report of a dog running loose and barking
at people. The dog grabbed a hold of a 6 year old’s backpack while she was walking to school and
wouldn’t let go. The father of the child was bitten on the left hand by the dog. The bite did not
leave a mark. The dog was identified as Rock.

Captain McKichan stated he believed the dog is dangerous under the ordinance because it had been
involved in more than one incident involving a human, is a public safety hazard and recommended
the dog be destroyed. Ms. Smith was given the opportunity to question Captain McKichan but had
no questions for him.

Sofia Smith, 809 6™ Avenue NW, stated she would like to be given the opportunity to keep the dog.
She offered to have him neutered and install an electric fence. She doesn’t feel he is a dangerous
dog.

Mr. Hoversten stated the Council has a few options for the animal. It can designate the dog as
dangerous and have it destroyed, designate it as dangerous but order not to be destroyed rather it
would need to comply with conditions in the ordinance, or determine that the dog is not a dangerous
animal and no action would be taken.



Council Member King stated he has to take the safety of the citizens of Austin into account since this
dog has had aggressive contact with four people.

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Jordal, determining that the dog
“Rock” is a dangerous dog and should be euthanized and directing the City Attorney to prepare the
findings and order on the matter. Carried 6-1 with Council Member Carolan voting nay.

PETITIONS AND REQUESTS:

Public Works Director Steven Lang presented on lighting concerns around Mill Pond. The
current lights are spaced approximately 200 feet apart and there are 29 lighting units. Mr. Lang
stated there are a couple of options for improving the lighting including changing out the current
bulbs for 250 watt bulbs. The cost for this option would be $250 for the bulbs, $1,000 for the
labor and $150 yearly for increased electrical costs. Another option would be to remove trees
that are blocking lighting around the pond. The estimated cost for removal of 10 trees would be
$6,000.

The Council discussed the matter at their July 6, 2015 work session and recommended the
replacement of lightbulbs with higher wattage lights in the poorly lit areas now and replacement
with higher wattage bulbs as the lights burn out and trimming trees and brush around the pond to
increase a sense of safety.

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Hagen, authorizing lighting
improvements at Mill Pond. Carried.

Director of Public Works Steven Lang stated the Vision 2020 Gateway to Austin Attraction
Group has been working with MnDOT on a Visual Quality Manual for the bridge replacements
along the 1-90 corridor. The manual addresses materials, color schemes and landscaping. There
has been “Welcome to Austin” signage designed in accordance with the manual. Mr. Lang
presented the two pillar design to the Council and stated a sign would be placed along 1-90 at
each end of town. The current sign near the Nature Center would be relocated to Hwy 218
North. The budget for the project is $125,000 with $87,500 coming from the Hormel Foundation
and the remaining $37,500 coming from the City’s capital improvement fund.

Mr. Lang also requested Council authorization for wayfinding signage throughout the
community to direct travelers to landmarks and points of interest. There would be approximately
20 signs at a cost of $2,500 per sign with the Hormel Foundation funding the project. The signs
would be installed on City property and the Council needs to approve of the installation. The
City would be required to maintain the signs once installed.

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson,
recommending approval of the 1-90 entrance signs and wayfinding signs. Carried.

City Administrator Craig Clark requested Council approval to seek a Shovel Ready Certification
at the Cook Farm Site from the Department of Employee and Economic Development (DEED).
The certification minimizes risk and time to companies looking to start businesses because all of



the planning, zoning, surveys, title, studies and infrastructure work have been completed. The
cost of the certification is $3,250 and the DCA and the City would split the cost with the City’s
portion proposed to come from contingency funds.

Moved by Council Member Hagen, seconded by Council Member Austin, approving $1,625
from contingency funds for the certification process from DEED for the Cook Farm Site.
Carried.

Director of Administrative Services Tom Dankert requested the Council appoint Sandra Sanchez,
a bilingual realtor in Austin to the Austin Mower County Homeownership Board, filling Dale
Madison’s position.

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, seconded by Council Member Carolan,
appointing Sandra Sanchez to the Austin Mower County Homeownership Board term expiring
2017. Carried.

City Clerk Ann Kasel requested the Council repeal the tattoo ordinance because the ordinance
does not comply with State regulations. The ordinance was originally passed in 1995 and was
amended in 2004 and the State recently updated their ordinance and increased the regulations of
tattoo artists and establishments thereby making the ordinance obsolete. The City could chose to
have an ordinance which would go above and beyond the State requirements but that would be
additional cost to the City and few cities take this route. City Attorney David Hoversten
recommended repealing our current ordinance and allowing the State to govern since the
regulation is already required at that level

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member King, for preparation of the
ordinance. Carried.

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, for adoption and
publication of the ordinance. Carried 7-0.

Craig Clark requested the Council authorize a request for donated sick leave for Curt Klingfus.

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, approving a request for
the donation of sick leave for Curt Klingfus. Carried.

Fire Chief Jim McCoy requested the Council approve a change order deduct of $2,100 on the
Fire Station improvement project. It was discovered that there should be a reduction from the
original bid based on the alternatives that were awarded.

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, adopting a resolution
approving a change order for Fire Station improvements. Carried 7-0.

Planning and Zoning Administrator Holly Wallace requested the Council authorize a lot
consolidation for Don Feist, 1205 8" Avenue NW. Mr. Feist would like to add additional



property to his current lot and realign the boundaries to accommodate the development of the
property.

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Austin, adopting a resolution
approving a minor subdivision. Carried 7-0.

Public Works Director Steven Lang requested the Council authorize an agreement with the
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency for a groundwater monitoring well in the City right of way.
The well would be placed in a grassy island at the intersection of 12" Avenue, 21 Street and
22" Street SW. All of the costs associated with the well would be the responsibility of the
MPCA.

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, adopting
a resolution approving an access agreement with the MPCA. Carried 7-0.

Public Works Director Steven Lang requested the Council authorize the purchase of 401 10"
Drive SE from Austin Utilities due to it being in the flood plain. The appraisal for the property
came in at $185,000 and adjustments to the purchase price were made for asbestos abatement,
demolition and water utility termination, resulting in a final purchase price of $161,000. The
project would be funded with 50% DNR grant and 50% LOST funds. The matter was reviewed
by the Council at a work session on January 5, 2015. The property would be restored to prairie
grass.

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Enright, adopting a resolution
approving a purchase agreement for 401 10" Drive SE. Carried 7-0.

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Enright, adopting a resolution
accepting donations to the City of Austin. Carried 7-0.

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Enright, adopting a resolution
declaring the property located at 1205 4™ Street NW a hazardous structure. Carried 7-0.

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member King, granting the Planning
and Zoning Department the power to abate the public nuisance located at 117 2" Avenue NE.
Carried 7-0.

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Austin, granting the Planning
and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of refuse, junk and/or illegally
stored vehicles at 1811 3" Avenue NE, George Property. Carried.

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, seconded by Council Member Austin, granting
the Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of refuse, junk and/or
illegally stored vehicles at 1104 12" Street NW, Wells Fargo Property. Carried.

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member King, authorizing the Mayor
and City Recorder to sign the final EDA grant documents. Carried.



REPORTS

Council Member Enright recently attended a HRA board meeting. She also noted that the
Chamber Ag Appreciation event will be held July 21% at 5:30 p.m. in the Plager Building at the
Fairgrounds.

Council Member Austin expressed his condolences to family of Dale Madison who recently
passed away. Mr. Madison was an original member of the Austin/Mower County
Homeownership committee and approved $1.9 million dollars of loans to Mower County
residents. He was recently recognized for his service by the Council and was presented a key to
the City by the Mayor.

Council Member Hagen recently attended the Austin Public Education foundation golfing event.

Mayor Stiehm stated his condolences to the family of Ruth Rasmussen, a former City Council
member from 1985-1990 and Austin Utilities board member from 1993-2000.

Public Works Director Steven Lang stated the second application for mosquito spraying would
take place that evening.

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adjourning the meeting
to August 3, 2015. Carried.

Adjourned: 6:24 pm

Approved: August 3, 2015

Mayor:

City Recorder:




