MINUTES
CITY COUNCIL MEETING
August 3, 2015
5:30 PM
Council Chambers

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Stiehm. Council Members Steve King, Michael Jordal,
Judy Enright, Jeff Austin, Jeremy Carolan, David Hagen and
Council Member-at-Large Janet Anderson

MEMBERS ABSENT:

STAFF PRESENT: City Administrator Craig Clark, Director of Administrative
Services Tom Dankert, Public Works Director Steven Lang, City
Attorney David Hoversten, Police Chief Brian Krueger, Fire Chief
Jim McCoy, Planning and Zoning Administrator Holly Wallace,
Library Director Ann Hokanson, Park and Rec Director Kim
Underwood and City Clerk Ann Kasel

OTHERS PRESENT: Austin Daily Herald, Post Bulletin, Public
Mayor Stiehm called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m.

Moved by Council Member Carolan, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson,
approving the agenda. Carried.

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Austin, approving the
minutes of July 20, 2015. Carried.

CONSENT AGENDA

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Enright, approving the consent
agenda as follows:

Licenses:
Exempt Gambling: Austin Area Chamber of Commerce on October 8, 2015
Massage Therapist: Samantha Reed, 1302 4™ Street SW
Temporary 3.2 Beer: Austin Jaycees at Lafayette Park on August 15, 2015
Temporary Food: Tommy’s Concessions at the Austin Artworks Festival on
August 22 & 23, 2015

Claims:
a. Pre-list of bills.
b. Financial and Credit Card reports.



Event Applications:
Alley Concert for the Austin Area Commission for the Arts on August 21, 2015
Spare Arts Motorcycle Show on August 22, 2015

Carried.
BID OPENINGS AND AWARDS.:
The City received bids for the Nature Center shop/storage facility. Parks and Recreation Director

Kim Underwood stated the bids are for the new shop and storage facility at the Nature Center which
will replace the current shop. The following bids were received:

Contractor Bid

Schoeppner $998,000.00
Joseph Co. $728,600.00
ECCO Construction LLC $763,000.00
Larson Contracting Central, LLC $740,652.00
Schwab, LLC $719,000.00
RAM General Contractors, Inc. $843,500.00

Ms. Underwood recommended awarding the bid to Schwab, LLC.

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Hagen, adopting a resolution
awarding the contract for the Nature Center shop/storage facility to Schwab, LLC. Carried 7-0.

The City received bids for the South Main Trail expansion. Public Works Director Steven Lang
stated the work would consist of a ten foot wide pedestrian trail along South Main Street from 9™
Place to 16™ Avenue. The following bids were received:

Contractor Bid
Rochester Sand & Gravel $284,200.29
Ulland Brothers $318,034.50

Mr. Lang recommended awarding the bid to Rochester Sand & Gravel.

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, seconded by Council Member Hagen, adopting a
resolution awarding the contract for the South Main Trail expansion to Rochester Sand & Gravel.
Carried 7-0.

The City received bids for the state warehouse lift station removal. Public Works Director Steven
Lang stated the following bids were received for the project:



Contractor Bid

GM Contracting, Inc. $243,971.61
R.L. Larson $246,708.00
Heselton Construction, LLC $304,878.15
JJD Companies $422,840.00

Mr. Lang noted the bids were higher than his estimate of $182,080 due to underestimation of
dewatering and mobilization. Mr. Lang recommended awarding the bid to GM Contracting, Inc.

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Enright, adopting a resolution
awarding the bid for the state warehouse lift station to GM Contracting, Inc. Carried 7-0.

PETITIONS AND REQUESTS:

City Administrator Craig Clark on behalf of the Vision 2020 Bike Walk Committee requested
the Council serve as the legal entity to apply for a Bike Friendly Community status with the
League of American Bicyclists.

Council Member Austin noted this item is for the Bike Friendly Community application only
without funding by the City. He added that there is an item on the work session later in the
evening that would deal with funding for the project even though it was stated at the previous
work session that there would be no cost to the City for the application.

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, seconded by Council Member Hagen, approving
the application for the Bike Friendly Community Designation. Carried.

Public Works Director Steven Lang requested the Council authorize LED upgrades through the
Austin Utilities Street light replacement plan. Approximately 50-60 streetlights would be
upgraded each year.

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson,
approving the replacement of 50-60 street lights a year with LED lights within the Austin
Utilities current maintenance agreement. Carried.

Police Chief Brian Krueger stated the Police Department would like to sell six of the
Department’s old VHF portable radios to Austin Utilities for $100 each and donate 15 of the
radios to the Mower County Fair Board.

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Hagen, authorizing the sale
and donation of Police Department portable radios. Carried.

Police Chief Brian Krueger requested the Council approve a grant from the State of Minnesota
for the annual Towards Zero Deaths campaign. The grant would cover the extra overtime hours
for seatbelt enforcement patrols.



Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Enright, adopting a resolution
authorizing the Austin Police Department to administer a Toward Zero Deaths grant from the
Minnesota Department of Transportation. Carried 7-0.

Public Works Director Steven Lang requested the Council approve a grant application for
sanitary sewer extension to the Turtle Creek 2 area. This is similar to the grant that the City
acquired for Turtle Creek 1 and would help cover some of the cost for the project.

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a resolution
authorizing a Point Source Implementation Grant application for Turtle Creek 2. Carried 7-0.

City Attorney David Hoversten requested the Council approve the findings of fact and order in
regard to a dangerous dog owned by Sofia Smith. The dog “Rock” was deemed dangerous and
ordered to be destroyed at a hearing on July 20, 2015.

Marian Clennon, 1711 3™ Street NE, stated she read the police reports and the owner was cited
over eight times for various dogs running loose. She asked what is to keep this owner from
owning another animal.

City Attorney David Hoversten stated the City doesn’t have the authority to prevent the owner
from having another animal. The Court system may be able to do that but the City isn’t holding
a criminal proceeding.

Mayor Stiehm added that it is unfortunate that the City can’t prevent her from owning another
animal. He also suggested that potential animal owners go to the Mower County Humane
Society and they will match you with the right dog for your family.

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, adopting a resolution
approving the findings of fact and order in regard to the dog “Rock” owned by Sofia Smith.
Carried 7-0.

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Carolan, adopting a resolution
accepting donations to the City of Austin. Carried 7-0.

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Austin, granting the Planning
and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of refuse, junk and/or illegally
stored vehicles at 1500 4™ Avenue NW, Schmidt Property. Carried.

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Austin, granting the Planning
and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of refuse, junk and/or illegally
stored vehicles at 903 9™ Avenue SW, Sheldon/Halvorson Property. Carried.

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member King, granting the Planning
and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of refuse, junk and/or illegally
stored vehicles at 202 14™ Street SE, Yang Property. Carried.



Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member King, granting the Planning
and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of refuse, junk and/or illegally
stored vehicles at 1007 7" Avenue NE, Maki Property. Carried.

REPORTS

Council Member Hagen recently attended the Coalition of Greater Minnesota Cities conference
where City Administrator Craig Clark received an award for leadership in greater Minnesota.

Police Chief Brian Krueger stated National Night Out is on Tuesday, August 4, 2015 from 4:00
to 8:00 at Bandshell Park. Local law enforcement and fire departments will be on hand where
the public can meet officers and see emergency equipment. Hy-Vee will be the sponsor of the
event and provide food and beverages.

Director of Parks and Recreation Kim Underwood stated that Val Pitzen, the former recreation
supervisor passed away recently and she will be greatly missed.

Mayor Stiehm added Val was a long time employee of the City and expressed his condolences to
her family. He also stated he attended the Coalition of Greater Minnesota Cities Conference.

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adjourning the meeting
to August 17, 2015. Carried.

Adjourned: __ 5:46 p.m.

Approved: _ August 17, 2015

Mayor:

City Recorder:




