
M I N U T E S 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

October 5, 2015 

5:30 PM 

Council Chambers 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Stiehm.  Council Members Steve King, Michael Jordal, Jeff 

Austin, Jeremy Carolan and Council Member-at-Large Janet 

Anderson 

 

MEMBERS ABSENT: Council Members David Hagen and Judy Enright 

         

STAFF PRESENT: City Administrator Craig Clark, Director of Administrative 

Services Tom Dankert, Public Works Director Steven Lang, City 

Attorney David Hoversten, Police Chief Brian Krueger,  Planning 

and Zoning Administrator Holly Wallace, Library Director Ann 

Hokanson, Park and Rec Director Kim Underwood and City Clerk 

Ann Kasel 

 

OTHERS PRESENT: Police Officer Jim Lunt, Diana Ross, Mrs. Minnesota, Miss Austin 

Kaylee Kalbow, Austin Daily Herald, Post Bulletin, Public 

 

Mayor Stiehm called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. 

 

The following items were added to the agenda: 

 

(mot)  23. Setting a public hearing for October 19, 2015 at 5:30 p.m. for an update on the  

Small Cities Development Program in South Crane Addition. 

 

(res) 24. Approving an exempt gambling premise application for the Mower County  

Council for the Handicapped at the Bakery Lounge.   

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, approving 

the agenda as amended.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, approving the minutes 

of September 21, 2015. Carried. 

 

CITIZENS ADDRESSING THE COUNCIL 

 

Diana Ross, 807 10
th

 Street NE, asked the Council why an itemized bill for her assessment was 

not sent and why tire ruts have not been filled in on the project near her home. 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang stated he would send an itemized bill to Ms. Ross and she 

was only charged for the panels of sidewalk, not the trail panels.  He stated he will check on the 

ruts in the grass. 



 

 

AWARDS AND RECOGNITIONS 

 

Austin High School Principal Katie Baskin and administrators thanked Jim Lunt and the Austin 

Police Department and expressed their deep gratitude of the Department’s support surrounding 

the events at Austin High School.  

 

Mrs. Minnesota 2015 crowned Kaylee Kalbow Miss Austin 2016.  Kaylee stated she is looking 

forward to representing Austin at the State level. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, approving the consent 

agenda as follows: 

 

 Licenses:  

     Excavation:  Koch, Inc., 10361 Hwy 56, Leroy, Minnesota 

     Food:  Shwe Nyiko Market, 103 West Oakland Avenue 

     Swenson Excavating, 67535 150
th

 Street  

     Temporary Liquor:  Austin Area Commission for the Arts at the Paramount Theatre  

  on October 16, 2015 

     Temporary Liquor:  Austin Area Commission for the Arts at the Paramount Theatre  

  on November 14, 2015 

 

 Event Application: 

                Fire Station Open House on October 7, 2015 

     Sterling State Bank for Christmas in the Southwest on December 3, 2015 

     Super Hero Dash on October 10, 2015 

 

Claims: 

a. Credit Card Report 

b. Pre-list of bills.  

                                                                                                                                                

Carried. 

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS: 

 

A public hearing was held for assessments for 2014-2015 snow removal.  City Clerk Ann Kasel 

presented the proposed assessment roll and requested the Council adopt the resolution.  

 

There were no public comments. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a resolution 

adopting the assessments for 2014-2015 snow removal.  Carried 5-0. 

 



A public hearing was held for assessments for 2015 junk and garbage removal.  City Clerk Ann 

Kasel presented the proposed assessment roll and requested the Council adopt the resolution.  

 

There were no public comments. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, adopting a 

resolution adopting the assessments for 2015 junk and garbage removal.  Carried 5-0. 

 

A public hearing was held for assessments for 2015 weed and grass removal.  City Clerk Ann Kasel 

presented the proposed assessment roll and requested the Council adopt the resolution.  

 

There were no public comments. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, adopting a resolution 

adopting the assessments for 2015 weed and grass removal.  Carried 5-0. 

 

A public hearing was held for assessments for miscellaneous sidewalk and indrive construction 

projects.  City Clerk Ann Kasel presented the proposed assessment roll and requested the Council 

adopt the resolution.  

 

There were no public comments. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Carolan, adopting a resolution 

adopting the assessments for miscellaneous sidewalk and indrive construction.  Carried 5-0. 

 

A public hearing was held on sidewalk improvement assessments for 8
th

 Avenue NE (8
th

 Street to C.P.  

Railroad) & 8
th

 Street NE (8
th

 Avenue to 10
th

 Avenue), Project 1-A-11.  City Clerk Ann Kasel 

presented the proposed assessment roll and stated the amount to be assessed is $ 14,563.54 at 4.75% 

for 10 years.  

 

There were no public comments. 

 

Diana Ross, 807 10
th

 Street NE, had concerns about additional assessments of 10
th

 Street NE because 

there are no parking signs on the road. 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang stated there is a house move planned soon and no additional 

construction will be completed. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a resolution 

declaring the cost of the assessment.  Carried 5-0. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a resolution  

adopting the assessment roll for sidewalk improvement assessments for 8
th

 Avenue NE (8
th

 Street to 

C.P. Railroad) & 8
th

 Street NE (8
th

 Avenue to 10
th

 Avenue), Project 1-A-11.  Carried 5-0. 

 



A public hearing was held on sanitary sewer and water improvement assessments for properties 

recently annexed into the City of Austin.  City Clerk Ann Kasel presented the proposed 

assessment roll and stated the amount to be assessed is $48,221.71 at 4.75% for 1 year.  

 

There were no public comments. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Carolan, adopting a resolution 

declaring the cost of the assessment.  Carried 5-0. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Jordal, adopting a resolution  

adopting the assessment roll for sanitary sewer and water improvement assessments for 

properties recently annexed into the City of Austin.  Carried 5-0. 

 

A public hearing was held for proposed changes to the Austin City Charter.  City Attorney David 

Hoversten stated the proposed amendments would remove the job descriptions from the Charter 

to allow for more flexibility for changes in the future because the job descriptions will then be 

set by ordinance.  

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, for 

preparation of the ordinance.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, for 

adoption and publication of the ordinance.  Carried 5-0. 

 

BID OPENINGS AND AWARDS 

 

The City accepted bids for demolition of 411 10
th

 Drive SE, the old Austin Utilities Ponderosa 

site.  The following bids were received: 

 

Contractor Bid Amount       

Koch, Inc. $57,300 

Farm Tile Pro, LC $74,000   

Hansen Hauling & Excavating $86,500 

Husemoller Excavating $88,500   

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang recommended awarding the bid to Koch, Inc. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Carolan, adopting a resolution 

awarding the bid for the demolition of 411 10
th

 Drive SE to Koch, Inc.  Carried 5-0. 

 

PETITIONS AND REQUESTS: 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang presented a settlement agreement with Bradley Anderson 

who initially objected to sewer and water assessments on the Turtle Creek 1 project.  Mr. 

Anderson would now like to receive sewer and water service and be assessed for such.  The 

agreement states that Mr. Anderson would withdraw any prior objections and waive any future 



objections to the assessment.  He would be assessed the amount of $28,891.95 over 15 years at 

the rate of 4.75% interest.  The City also would need to hold a final assessment hearing for the 

property at their October 19, 2015 meeting. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, adopting a resolution 

approving a settlement agreement for sanitary sewer and water assessments with Bradley 

Anderson.  Carried 5-0. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Carolan, adopting a resolution 

setting a final assessment hearing for October 19, 2015 at 5:30 p.m. for one property on the 

Turtle Creek 1 sanitary sewer and water project.  Carried 5-0. 

 

City Clerk Ann Kasel presented a proposed resolution for senior deferrals from 2015 

assessments.  The property owners applied and qualified for senior deferrals.  Now their 

assessments will not require any payments until the home is sold or the property no longer 

qualifies for the deferral.  The assessment still accrues interest at a rate of 4.75% per annum 

during the deferral period.   

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, adopting 

a resolution approving senior deferral applications for property assessments.  Carried 5-0.    

 

Planning and Zoning Administrator Holly Wallace reviewed an extraterritorial zoning ordinance 

with the Council.  The ordinance would allow the City to extend their subdivision regulations to 

unincorporated areas within two miles of the City limits.  This would give the City the ability to 

be involved in the planning of areas to reduce cost to the City if those areas are annexed in the 

future. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, for preparation of the 

extraterritorial ordinance.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, for adoption and 

publication of the extraterritorial zoning ordinance.  Carried 5-0. 

 

Planning and Zoning Administrator Holly Wallace requested the Council award the contract for 

updating the Comprehensive Plan to SEH/GPI.  City staff interviewed multiple firms for the 

project and felt that SEH/GPI would be the best firm to complete it as they were formerly 

involved with the downtown master plan.  The proposed bid is $115,000 for the plan update. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a resolution 

awarding a contract for updating the Comprehensive Plan to SEH/GPI.  Carried 5-0. 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang stated Verizon Wireless desires to expand their wireless 

network availability in the City of Austin by erecting small cell antennas in areas of high 

capacity demand.  The small cell antennas would be located on top of street lights which would 

be constructed at Verizon’s expense to handle the additional load of the antennas.  Verizon 



Wireless proposes a lease agreement for said equipment with payments of $1,200 per location 

per year with a 1.5% yearly increase and electrical use payments of $1,500 per location, per year.   

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a resolution 

approving a Verizon master lease agreement.  Carried 5-0. 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang requested the Council approve a membership in the 

Minnesota Environmental Science and Economic Review Board (MESERB).  MESERB is a 

joint powers environmental board dedicated to Minnesota’s water quality while ensuring cost-

effective and scientifically valid regulation.  The cost of the membership is $0.85 per connection 

and Austin has 9,057 connections resulting in a yearly membership fee of $7,698.45.  Mr. Lang 

felt this would be a valuable group to be a member of in regard to future issues at the Waste 

Water Treatment Plant.  The fees for the membership would come out of WWTP budget.  

 

City Administrator Craig Clark added the organization will also review the City’s permit and 

provide lobbying services in the legislature. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a resolution 

approving a membership agreement with the Minnesota Environmental Science and Economic 

Review Board.  Carried 5-0. 

 

Mayor Stiehm stated the City has a dog named Griffen in the animal shelter that has been 

labelled a dangerous dog.  He stated he received calls from several residents that felt dog wasn’t 

dangerous and should be given a second chance. 

 

City Attorney David Hoversten states that Katherine and Nathaniel Shapinski were the owners of 

the dog Griffen.  The dog attacked the owners on multiple occasions and was deemed dangerous.  

The Shapinskis transferred ownership of the dog to the Lexus Project, Inc. who would like to 

save the dog.  Lexus signed a stipulation with the City to remove the dog from Mower County so 

the dog won’t be destroyed.   

 

Neighbors Leanne Ettinger and Karen Garness stated they felt the dog wasn’t properly trained 

and isn’t a threat to anyone.   

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, adopting a 

resolution approving a stipulation for settlement with the Lexus Project, Inc.  Carried 5-0. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Carolan, granting the 

Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of refuse, junk and/or 

illegally stored vehicles at Oasis Rental Property.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of refuse, junk and/or illegally 

stored vehicles at 1008 7
th

 Avenue NE, Palma Property.  Carried.   

 



Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of refuse, junk and/or illegally 

stored vehicles at 1010 7
th

 Avenue NE, Cruz Property.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of refuse, junk and/or illegally 

stored vehicles at 1202 8
th

 Street NE, Nelson Property.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of refuse, junk and/or illegally 

stored vehicles at 105 13
th

 Street NE, Landherr Property.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of refuse, junk and/or illegally 

stored vehicles at 711 6
th

 Avenue SE, Nelson Property.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of refuse, junk and/or illegally 

stored vehicles at 800 9
th

 Avenue SE, Clinton/Moucha Property.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of refuse, junk and/or illegally 

stored vehicles at 1300 2
nd

 Avenue SW, Guzman Property.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of refuse, junk and/or illegally 

stored vehicles at 1706 4
th

 Avenue SW, GH Homebuyer Property.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, setting a public hearing 

for October 19, 2015 at 5:30 p.m. for an update on the Small Cities Development Program in 

South Crane Addition.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, approving an exempt 

gambling premise application for the Mower County Council for the Handicapped at the Bakery 

Lounge.  Carried 5-0. 

 

REPORTS 

 

Council Member-at-Large Anderson stated several Paint the Town Pink events are going on right 

now and citizens can check out the Hormel Institute’s website for more information. 

 

She added that the TedX presentation will be on October 17
th

 in Council chambers with tickets 

on sale at the Library. 

 

City Administrator Craig Clark stated the Senate bonding tour will be in Austin on October 29
th

. 



City Clerk Ann Kasel stated that nominations for the Pillars of the City program are now open.  

Citizens can nominate a person, past or present, that has made a significant contribution to 

Austin.  Forms are available on the City’s website, at City Hall, the Austin Public Library or the 

Austin ArtWorks Center and are due by December 31
st
. 

 

Fire Chief Jim McCoy stated this is Fire Prevention Week and the Fire Open House in on 

October 7
th

 from 5-7:30 p.m. 

 

Police Chief Krueger thanked the High School Administrators for their kind words and noted the 

Police Department and the School District have a good relationship.  He also noted the Citizens 

Academy is going well and the attendees are enjoying the program. 

 

Kim Underwood reported on behalf of Ann Hokanson that the Austin Public Library’s book sale 

will be October 9-10
th

.   

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adjourning the meeting 

to October 19, 2015.  Carried. 

 

Adjourned:     6:21 p.m.    

  

Approved:   October 19, 2015   

   

Mayor:       

 

City Recorder:       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


