MINUTES
CITY COUNCIL MEETING
October 19, 2015
5:30 PM
Council Chambers

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Stiehm. Council Members Steve King, Michael Jordal,
Jeremy Carolan, David Hagen and Council Member-at-Large Janet

Anderson
MEMBERS ABSENT: Council Members Judy Enright and Jeff Austin
STAFF PRESENT: City Administrator Craig Clark, Director of Administrative

Services Tom Dankert, Public Works Director Steven Lang, City
Attorney David Hoversten, Police Captain David McKichan,
Planning and Zoning Administrator Holly Wallace, Library
Director Ann Hokanson, Park and Rec Director Kim Underwood
and City Clerk Ann Kasel

OTHERS PRESENT: Karen Mattson - HRA, Bill Spitzer, Tim Flaherty, Austin Daily
Herald, Post Bulletin, Public

Mayor Stiehm called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m.

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, approving
the agenda with removing item number 14. Carried.

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Carolan, approving the minutes
from October 5, 2015. Carried.

AWARDS AND RECOGNITIONS

Mayor Stichm recognized Austin’s Team Impact of Impact Martial Arts and Fitness. Troy
Williams, the owner and team trainer, stated the team went to the Minnesota State
Championships and National Championships recently and took home five National
Championships. The Council congratulated them on their accomplishment.

CITIZENS ADDRESSING THE COUNCIL

Bill Spitzer, Project Coordinator for Southeast Minnesota Together, is coordinating three
regional conversations to discuss workforce issues including the shortage of workers, housing
and daycare. There will be meetings in Albert Lea, Owatonna and Winona over the next few
weeks. Mr. Spitzer asked the Council to help market the event and make sure the Austin
community is heard.



Tim Flaherty with the Coalition of Greater Minnesota Cities provided a legislative update from
the 2015 session including LGA/property taxes, economic development and environmental
regulations. Mr. Flaherty gave an overview of the 2016 priorities including the bonding bill and
transportation funding.

CONSENT AGENDA

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Jordal, approving the consent
agenda as follows:

Licenses:

Concrete: Hagen & Associates Concrete, 1832 Bayview Dr., Albert Lea

Exempt Gambling (raffle): Rory Synoground Ministries International at the
Freedom Event Center on December 2, 2015

Exempt Gambling (raffle): United Catholic Schools Foundation of Austin,
MN, Inc. at Jennings Hall on November 4, 2015

Master Plumber: Rubin Mechanical Services, LLC, 24897 790" Avenue,
Spring Valley, MN

Plumbing: Blue Sky Mechanical, LLC, 41531 237" Avenue, LeCenter

Temporary 3.2 Beer: Austin Jaycees at the Paramount Theatre on October 24,
2015

Claims:
a. Pre-list of bills.
b. Financial and Investment Reports.

Event Applications:
Harvest 5k Run/Walk on November 7, 2015

Carried.
PUBLIC HEARINGS:

A public hearing was held for an update of the Small Cities Development Grant program in South
Crane Addition. Karen Mattson of the Housing and Redevelopment Authority stated they have
completed one home with the grant funds and have five others waiting for contractors. Eligible
projects include roofs, windows, bathroom floors and handicapped accessibility issues. Owner
occupied parcels are eligible for a $22,000 grant with a 5% down payment. Low interest loans are
also available for that down payment. The HRA is still looking for other homes to rehabilitate and
hope that once some projects are completed the interest in the program will grow.

There were no public comments.

For informational purposes only, no Council action needed at this time.



A public hearing was held on sanitary sewer and water improvement assessments for a property
in the Turtle Creek 1 area. The amount to be assessed is $28,891.95 at 4.75% for 15 years. City
Clerk Ann Kasel stated a settlement agreement was reached with the property owner who
originally objected to the services. Now the City is moving forward with assessing the owner
under the same terms as the original assessment.

There were no public comments.

Moved by Council Member Carolan, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, adopting
a resolution declaring the cost of the assessment. Carried 5-0.

Moved by Council Member Jordal, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a resolution
adopting the assessment roll for sanitary sewer and water services for one property in the Turtle
Creek 1 area. Carried 5-0.

PETITIONS AND REQUESTS:

City Administrator Craig Clark requested the Council adopt a resolution in support of law
enforcement agencies in the wake of all the violence against their agencies recently. The
resolution is modeled after a Red Wing effort and the have asked other communities to support
by passing similar resolutions which would be sent to legislators.

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, adopting a
resolution in support of law enforcement. Carried 5-0.

Moved by Council Member Hagen, seconded by Council Member Carolan, adopting a resolution
accepting donations to the City of Austin. Carried 5-0.

Director of Administrative Services Tom Dankert requested the Council transfer $75,000 from
the building fund into the Port Authority fund as part of the Oak Park Mall project. The City
applied for a $500,000 grant from the State of Minnesota and was awarded $375,000. The HRA
is contributing $50,000 to make up the shortfall and Mr. Dankert requested the remaining
$75,000 come from the City’s building fund. The closing for the transaction will happen the
second week in November.

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a
resolution approving a transfer of $75,000 from the Building Fund to the Port Authority, Budget
Amendment #3. Carried 5-0.

Mr. Dankert stated in accordance with the additional $75,000 contribution from the City, the
original resolution passed on December 1, 2014 needs to be amended to reflect the updated
amount. He asked the Council to pass a new resolution with the total $825,000 contribution
from the City. The resolutions also satisfies the State Auditor’s office requirement of certain
documentation on record in order to be paid back through the tax increment financing.

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Hagen, adopting a resolution



amending a resolution authorizing an interfund loan for the advance of certain costs in
connection with tax increment financing (redevelopment) district No. 13. Carried 5-0.

Director of Administrative Services Tom Dankert requested the Council approve a Development,
Pledge and Interfund Loan agreement between the City of Austin, Austin Port Authority and the
Austin Housing and Redevelopment Authority for the repayment of the entities’ investments of
$1,625,000 of eligible tax increment financing costs.

Moved by Council Member Hagen, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, adopting
a resolution approving a Development, Pledge and Interfund Loan Agreement between the City
of Austin, Minnesota, Austin Port Authority and Austin Housing and Redevelopment Authority.
Carried 5-0.

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, seconded by Council Member King, appointing
Lia Culbert to the Human Rights Commission, term expiring December 31, 2015. Carried.

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Hagen, appointing Jessica
Swanson to the Human Rights Commission, term expiring December 31, 2016. Carried.

Moved by Council Member Hagen, seconded by Council Member Carolan, granting the
Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of refuse, junk and/or
illegally stored vehicles at 401 8" Street NE, Skatebo Property. Carried.

Moved by Council Member Hagen, seconded by Council Member Carolan, granting the
Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of refuse, junk and/or
illegally stored vehicles at 600 5™ Avenue NW, Molina Property. Carried.

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Hagen, granting the Planning
and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of refuse, junk and/or illegally
stored vehicles at 507 7" Avenue SE, Maldonado Property. Carried.

REPORTS

Mayor Stiehm thanked Tom Dankert for his dedication to the Oak Park Mall project. He stated
he thought the deal was dead multiple times and he is glad Tom stuck with it. He added that this
is the top complaint that he receives as Mayor and it looking forward to the project being
completed.

Council Member-at-Large Anderson reported there will be a Paint the Town Pink event at
Runnings this week and a Fall Festival Downtown on Saturday from 10 am to 1 pm.

Council Member Hagen congratulated the Library on their biggest book sale ever and thanked
Ann Kasel for her work on the Oak Park Mall transaction.

City Administrator Craig Clark stated the Senate bonding tour will be in Austin on October 29™.



Mayor Stiehm stated former Mayor and Council man Leo Reding passed away recently. Mr.
Reding was a great asset to Austin and also was a representative in the State Legislature.

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Hagen, adjourning the meeting
to November 2, 2015. Carried.

Adjourned: __ 6:24 p.m.

Approved: November 2, 2015

Mayor:

City Recorder:



