
M I N U T E S 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

November 2, 2015 

5:30 PM 

Council Chambers 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Stiehm.  Council Members Steve King, Michael Jordal, 

Jeremy Carolan, Jeff Austin, Judy Enright, David Hagen and 

Council Member-at-Large Janet Anderson 

 

MEMBERS ABSENT:  

         

STAFF PRESENT: City Administrator Craig Clark, Director of Administrative 

Services Tom Dankert, Public Works Director Steven Lang, City 

Attorney David Hoversten, Police Captain David McKichan,  

Planning and Zoning Administrator Holly Wallace, Library 

Director Ann Hokanson, Park and Rec Director Kim Underwood,  

City Clerk Ann Kasel and Officer Adam Scott 

 

OTHERS PRESENT: Austin Daily Herald, Post Bulletin, Public 

 

Mayor Stiehm called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. 

 

The following modifications were made to the agenda: 

 

Removed from Agenda: 

 

(res)  7. Accepting bids for snow removal at the Austin Municipal Airport. 

 

Additional Backup: 

 

(res)  14.   Approving engineering services for Turtle Creek 2 design.  

 

Items Added to the Agenda: 

 

(res)  18.  Approving a modification of contract with Struck & Irwin Paving, Inc. for paving 

rehabilitation work at the Austin Municipal Airport.   

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Enright, approving the agenda 

as amended.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Carolan, seconded by Council Member Jordal, approving the 

minutes of October 19, 2015. Carried. 

 

 

 



AWARDS AND RECOGNITIONS 

 

Police Chief Brian Krueger introduced new officer Adam Scott who was sworn in earlier in the 

day.  Officer Scott greeted the Council. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, seconded by Council Member Carolan, 

approving the consent agenda as follows: 

 

 Licenses:  

 Concrete:  Vertical Limit Construction, 825 3
rd

 Avenue, Wanamingo, MN 

 Excavation:  Vertical Limit Construction, 825 3
rd

 Avenue, Wanamingo, MN 

 Exempt Gambling:  Friends of the Hormel Nature Center on November 14, 2015 

   at the Holiday Inn 

 

   Claims: 

a. Credit Card Report. 

b. Pre-list of bills. 

 

  Event Applications: 

   Christmas in the City on November 27, 2015 

                                                                                                                                                

Carried. 

 

BIDS AND AWARDS: 

 

The City received bids for the 3
rd

 Avenue NE/SPAM Museum Plaza.  Public Works Director 

Steven Lang stated the City opened bids on October 15, 2015 and there was one bid for 

$329,338.30 from Doyle Conner Co.  The project budget was $184,295.  Mr. Lang 

recommended rejecting all bids, reevaluating the design elements and rebidding the project.   

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, rejecting all bids for the 

3
rd

 Avenue NE/SPAM Museum Plaza project.  Carried. 

 

The City received the following bids for the Library boiler system: 

 

Contractor   Base Bid  Alternate #1  Alternate #2 

Harty Mechanical, Inc. $125,600  ($11,000)  ($1,500) 

Ryan Mechanical   $141,100  $0.00   $0.00 

Pioneer Power, Inc.   $171,136  $0.00   $0.00 

HiMEC Mechanical   $174,000  $0.00   ($2,000) 

 

Mr. Lang stated the project budget is $140,000 and will be funded by the Building Fund.  He 

recommended awarding the base bid and Alternate #1 to Harty Mechanical, Inc.  

 



Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Hagen, adopting a resolution 

awarding bid the bid for Library boiler replacement to Harty Mechanical, Inc.  Carried 7-0. 

 

The City accepted the following bids for a rental loader lease: 

 

Bidder   Amount 

Ziegler – Caterpillar  $14,900 

930K 

 

Road Machinery – Komatsu $18,559 

WA320-6 

 

Mr. Lang stated the lease would be for a rental of a loader for the 2015-2016 winter season.  He 

recommended awarding the lease to Ziegler. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, adopting 

a resolution awarding a lease for the loader for the 2015-2016 winter season to Ziegler.  Carried 

7-0. 

 

PETITIONS AND REQUESTS: 

  

Director of Administrative Services Tom Dankert requested the council pass a motion 

authorizing the City Recorder/Treasurer to sign a waiver indicating that the City does not waive 

the statutory tort limits.  If the City did waive the limits then it could expose itself to greater 

liability and loss if sued.   

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member King, authorizing the City 

Recorder to sign a League of Minnesota Cities insurance waiver stating the City does not waive 

statutory tort limits.  Carried. 

 

Director of Administrative Services Tom Dankert requested the Council authorize and accept a 

grant from the State of Minnesota for the Oak Park Mall project in the amount of $375,000.  The 

grant would provide 50 percent matching funds for eligible construction costs.  As HyVee 

completes the construction, bills with be submitted to the State and funds will be disbursed 

accordingly. 

 

Moved by Council Member Hagen, seconded by Council Member Enright, adopting a resolution 

authorizing and accepting a grant from the State of Minnesota for the Oak Park Mall Project.   

Carried 7-0. 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang stated the City has a contract with Bolton and Menk for 

engineering consulting services on the Turtle Creek Flood Mitigation Project and there will be 

additional design costs associated with developing accurate flood flow volumes to properly size 

detention areas, outfall piping and storm water lift station pump.  There is limited historical data 

along Turtle Creek for this area and the additional study needs to be completed for the project. 



The cost for these services is an additional $73,717 for project design and $21,200 for CLOMR 

and levee certification. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, adopting a 

resolution approving a contract modification with Bolton and Menk for the Turtle Creek flood 

mitigation project.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang provided an update on the 11
th

 Drive NE bridge which is 

scheduled to be replaced in 2017.  This will be the first bridge replaced using the visual quality 

manual developed with MN DOT and Vision 2020.  Approximately $150,000 of additional costs 

are proposed for the bridge including a 10 foot wide sidewalk design instead of a 6 foot wide 

design which would cost about $100,000; additional aesthetics including an architectural 

concrete texture and pedestrian railing in the amount of $25,000; and additional landscaping in 

the amount of $25,000.  Mr. Lang stated possible funding sources would be the 2017 general 

fund, State-aid street fund and/or Hormel Foundation grant. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Enright, authorizing 

approximately $150,000 in additional costs from the City on the 11
th

 Drive NE bridge.  Carried. 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang presented the plan for the State of Minnesota’s mill and 

overlay project on Highway 105 on Oakland Avenue West from 12
th

 Street to I-90 and on 12
th

 

Street SW from Oakland Avenue to the Turtle Creek Bridge.  The project would begin in May of 

2016.  The City would have approximately $338,004.79 in costs on the project which would 

include work on the signals, parking lanes, manholes, pedestrian crossing signs and bike 

symbols.  Most of the work will be done under traffic without road closures with the exception of 

an area by Kwik Trip.  The City’s portion of the project would be funded with the State Aid 

account and the WWTP fund. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member King, authorizing City 

associated costs as part of the Highway 105 project.  Carried. 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang requested the Council award engineering design services on 

the Turtle Creek 2 sanitary sewer project.  The City received proposals from three firms 

including Jones, Haugh & Smith in the amount of $26,960; SEH, Inc. in the amount of $53,300 

and Bolton & Menk in the amount of $72,500.  Mr. Lang recommended awarding the bid for the 

design work to Jones, Haugh & Smith, Inc. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a resolution 

for engineering services for Turtle Creek 2 design with Jones, Haugh & Smith, Inc. Carried 7-0. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Enright, adopting a resolution 

granting a wine and strong beer and Sunday wine license to George’s Pizza, LLC dba  

George’s Pizza.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, adopting a resolution 

declaring the property at 808 5
th

 Avenue NE a hazardous structure.  Carried 7-0. 



 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, granting 

the Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of refuse, junk and/or 

illegally stored vehicles at 2017 3
rd

 Avenue NE, Klapperich Property.  Carried. 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang requested the Council approve a modification of contract 

with Struck & Irwin Paving, Inc. for additional costs at the Austin Municipal Airport for taxiway 

and apron joint repair and slurry seal.  The contractor found additional cracks and joints needing 

repair that what was originally estimated.   

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member King, approving a 

modification of contract with Struck & Irwin Paving, Inc. for paving rehabilitation work at the 

Austin Municipal Airport.  Carried 7-0. 

 

CITIZENS ADDRESSING THE COUNCIL 

 

Sid Brown, 2301 10
th

 Street NW, of the Village Cooperative, stated he will continue to attend 

Council meetings to keep track of any developments in his neighborhood.  

 

REPORTS 

 

Council Member David Hagen attended the League of Minnesota Cities meeting and the 

Southeast Minnesota League of Cities meeting last week in Austin.  He also noted that the 

Coalition of Greater Minnesota Cities is hosting their summer conference in Austin next year and 

is pleased that Austin is a great meeting spot. 

 

Council Member Jordal attended a Community Education Advisory committee meeting where 

the group went over fall and winter programming.  

 

Council Member-at-Large Anderson stated there is a HRA board meeting tomorrow, November 

3
rd

.  And she also attended the Southeast Minnesota League of Cities meeting the previous week. 

 

City Administrator Craig Clark stated the Senate capital investment committee was in Austin on 

October 29
th

. 

 

Director of Administrative Services Tom Dankert reported that City staff is almost set to go with 

the final 2016 budget and truth in taxation hearing.  He noted that there were a couple minor 

changes to the final budget including a increase in a police grant and additional funding for 

cleaning City Hall because the City may take over the Utilities’ side earlier than previously 

expected.  

 

Planning and Zoning Administrator Holly Wallace reported that the City retained its Class 5 

rating with FEMA for the national flood insurance program therefore citizens that have flood 

insurance receive a 25 percent discount.   

 



Park and Rec Director Kim Underwood stated there was free curling from 6:00 to 8:00 that 

evening and again on Saturday, November 7
th

 from 11:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Carolan, adjourning the 

meeting to November 16, 2015.  Carried. 

 

Adjourned:     5:54 p.m.    

  

Approved:   November 16, 2015   

   

Mayor:       

 

City Recorder:       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


