
M I N U T E S 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

December 21, 2015 

5:30 PM 

Council Chambers 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Stiehm.  Council Members Steve King, Michael Jordal,  

Jeremy Carolan, Jeff Austin, David Hagen, Judy Enright and 

Council Member-at-Large Janet Anderson 

 

MEMBERS ABSENT:    

         

STAFF PRESENT: City Administrator Craig Clark, Director of Administrative 

Services Tom Dankert, Public Works Director Steven Lang, City 

Attorney David Hoversten, Police Chief Brian Krueger,  Planning 

and Zoning Administrator Holly Wallace, Library Director Ann 

Hokanson, Park and Rec Director Kim Underwood, Human 

Resources Director Trish Wiechmann and City Clerk Ann Kasel  

 

OTHERS PRESENT: Travis Heickley, Austin Daily Herald, Post Bulletin, Public 

 

Mayor Stiehm called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Carolan, approving the agenda 

as amended.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, approving 

the Council minutes from December 7, 2015 and Truth In Taxation hearing minutes of 

December 8, 2015.  Carried. 

 

AWARDS AND RECOGNITIONS 

 

Mayor Stiehm recognized the employees that retired in 2015: 

 

Tim Brady, Engineering Department, October 19, 1998 to March 27, 2015 

Gayle Heimer, Austin Public Library, March 9, 1996 to May 1, 2015 

RJ Bergstrom, Sewer Maintenance Department, December 17, 1991 to June 24, 2015  

Travis Heickley, Police Department, June 23, 1987 to June 28, 2015 

Jim Waltz, Street Department, January 10, 1994 to October 12, 2015 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang stated he had three long term employees, Tim Brady, RJ 

Bergstrom and Jim Waltz, retire from Public Works.  All three were long time employees and 

have been difficult to replace.  

 

Library Director Ann Hokanson expressed her appreciation for retiree Gayle Heimer.  Gayle had 

many unique skills and was replaced with two full time people. 



 

Police Chief Brian Krueger recognized Travis Heickley who held various positions over the last 

28 years in the Police Department.  Mr. Heickley was in attendance and was congratulated by the 

Council. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member King, approving the consent 

agenda as follows: 

 

   Licenses: 

   2016 License Renewals (See 2016 renewal list) 

  Claims:  

a. Financial and Investment Reports.   

b. Pre-list of Bills. 

                                                                                                                                       

Carried. 

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 

A public hearing was held for the adoption of the 5-Year Capital Improvement Plan.  Director of 

Administrative Services Tom Dankert stated the City budgets for future improvements and sets 

forth the plan for those improvements in the five year document.  There are roughly 90 million 

dollars of projects proposed from 2016-2020, many of which are contingent on outside funding 

sources.  

 

There were no public comments. 

 

Mr. Dankert requested the Council adopt the 5-Year Capital Improvement Plan. 

 

Council Member-at-Large Anderson thanked Tom Dankert and the Department Heads for their 

work in creating the document. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Austin, adopting a resolution 

adopting the 2016-2020 5-Year Capital Improvement Plan.  Carried 7-0. 

 

PETITIONS AND REQUESTS: 

 

Director of Administrative Services Tom Dankert requested that the Council adopt the 2016 tax 

levy in the amount of $4,900,000.  The Truth in Taxation meeting was held on December 8, 

2015 and the Council made a recommendation at that meeting to forward at the next Council 

meeting for official adoption.   

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, adopting 

a resolution approving the tax levy for the year 2016.  Carried 7-0. 

 



Director of Administrative Services Tom Dankert requested the Council adopt the 2016 budget 

in the amount of $29,952,386.  The budget includes the same City services as 2015 plus four new 

positions – a police officer, a detective, a Nature Center employee and a park maintenance 

worker.  The budget was also recommended for approval at the December 8, 2015 Truth in 

Taxation hearing. 

   

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Enright, adopting a resolution 

adopting the budget for the year 2016.   Carried 7-0. 

 

Director of Administrative Services Tom Dankert requested the Council authorize the 

cancellation of certain ad valorem tax levies.  The City has other revenue sources available to 

pay for the principal and interest on the bonds in 2016. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Jordal, adopting a resolution  

authorizing cancellation of certain ad valorem tax levies. Carried 7-0. 

City Clerk Ann Kasel requested the Council pass a resolution granting licenses for the sale of on-

sale hard liquor, Sunday hard liquor on-sale, Sunday wine on-sale and 3.2 beer on and off-sale.  

She requested China Star be removed from the resolution due to corporate ownership issues.  

That license would be approve separately once the paperwork is completed. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, adopting a resolution  

granting 2016 licenses for sale of hard liquor on-sale, Sunday hard liquor on-sale, Sunday wine 

on-sale, and 3.2 beer on and off-sale.  Carried 7-0.   

 

Director of Administrative Services Tom Dankert requested the Council set the 2016 mileage 

reimbursement at 54.0 cents per mile which is a decrease of 3.5 cents per mile from 2015.  The 

reimbursement would be available for City employees using their personal vehicles for business 

use. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, adopting a resolution  

setting the mileage reimbursement rate for 2016.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Parks and Recreation Director Kim Underwood requested the Council accept a $5 million dollar 

grant from the Hormel Foundation for the Hormel Nature Center Interpretive Center Building 

Project.  One million dollars of the grant will be funded in 2015 and the remaining will be funded 

throughout the project.  

 

Moved by Council Member Hagen, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, adopting 

a resolution accepting Hormel Foundation Grant for the Nature Center Project.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Director of Administrative Services Tom Dankert requested the Council accept the 2016 Hormel 

Foundation grants.  The City was awarded a total of $510,719 in 2016 which increased from 

$475,472 in 2015.  In total, $7.8 million was donated to the community, which is up from $7.2 

million in 2015.   

 



Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, adopting a resolution  

accepting Hormel Foundation grants.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Austin, adopting a resolution  

accepting gifts to the City of Austin.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Human Resources Director Trish Wiechmann requested the Council pass a motion approving the 

continuation of the voluntary furlough program into 2016.  The program has been in place since 

2009.  The policy isn’t used frequently but the Department Heads would like to keep the program 

available to employees. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a resolution  

approving the continuation of the voluntary furlough policy for 2016.  Carried. 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang requested the Council approve an individual control mechanism 

(ICM) agreement with SKB Environmental, Inc.  The three year agreement identifies the parameters 

for the quantity of leachate from the facility.  The disposal rate is being increased from $20 per load 

to $35 per load. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Carolan, adopting a 

resolution approving an ICM agreement with SKB Environmental.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang stated Charlie Fawver would like to donate some real property 

along 21
st
 Street SW for the flood control project.  The property was appraised at $118,887.  The 

City would be responsible for the closing and the closing costs, the City would pay the 2015 taxes 

and the City would vacate the public right-of-way in the area.  Mr. Lang requested the Council 

accept the donation of real property. 

 

Moved by Council Member Hagen, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, adopting 

a resolution accepting a donation of real property.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Carolan, approving the 

following appointments and reappointments to City Boards and Commissions: 

   

  Ivan Pollack to the Austin Sustainability Taskforce, term expiring 12/31/2018 

Jay Lutz to the Austin Sustainability Taskforce, term expiring 12/31/2018 

James Weber to the Fire Civil Service Commission, term ending 12/31/2018 

Miguel Garate to the Human Rights Commission, term expiring 12/31/2018 

Andre Goodlett to the Human Rights Commission, term expiring 12/31/2018 

Lia Culbert to the Human Rights Commission, term expiring 12/31/2018 

Nathan Annis to the Library Board, term expiring 12/31/2018 

Barry Irish to the Library Board, term expiring 12/31/2018 

Jodi Krueger to the Library Board, term expiring 12/31/2018 

Bob Wilson to the Park & Recreation Board, term expiring 12/31/2018 

Rick Bremner to the Planning Commission, term expiring 12/31/2019 

Laura Ramirez to the Police Civil Service Commission, term expiring 12/31/2018 



Larry Maus to the Port Authority, term expiring 12/31/2021 

Shawn K. Martin to the Human Rights Commission, term expiring 12/31/2016 

Greg Siems to the Planning Commission, term expiring 12/31/2019 

Howard Nepp to the Cable TV Committee, term expiring 12/31/2017 

Howard Nepp to the Pillars of the City Committee, term expiring 12/31/2017 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Enright, adopting a resolution 

declaring the property located at 401 8
th

 Street NE a hazardous structure.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Austin, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of refuse, junk and/or illegally stored 

vehicles at 105 13
th

 Street NE, Landherr Property.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Austin, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of refuse, junk and/or illegally 

stored vehicles at 808 5
th

 Avenue NW, Dirksen Property.  Carried.  

 

REPORTS 

 

Council Member Enright stated she recently attend the Chamber Board meeting where MNSCU 

Chancellor Rosenthal discussed the issue of talent challenged businesses due to retirees leaving 

with information from their positions that isn’t easily replaceable.   

 

She also stated that the Beyond the Yellow Ribbon committee is holding a fundraising breakfast 

in February and a bean bag tournament in March.   

 

Council Member-at-Large Anderson stated there is currently public fundraising for Nature 

Center project going on.  Also, the Pillars of the City applications are due to City Hall by 

December 31
st
.   She added that Paint the Town Pink is currently in the planning stages and you 

can register to Plunge for Pink on the Hormel Institute’s website. 

 

Council Member Hagen thanked Charlie and Lois Fawver for their property donation. 

 

Council Member Carolan thanked Council, staff and citizens for good 2015 year at the City. 

 

Craig Clark stated the City is participating in an Interstate 90 corridor study and requested input 

from the public on the topic.  

 

Planning and Zoning Administrator Holly Wallace thanked Lonnie Skalicky for eight years of 

service on the Planning Commission.  She also stated the citizen survey for the updated 

Comprehensive plan is now on the City’s website and facebook page. 

 

Police Chief Krueger stated Officer Lenz secured a grant from WalMart for a Shop with a Hero 

shopping spree which will benefit fifty underprivileged kids.  

 



Mayor Stiehm thanked the Hormel Foundation for their generous donations to the City and stated 

it is a great asset that Austin has.  

 

He also noted that past Council Member Delores Himle passed away recently.  She represented 

the third ward from 1993 to 1996.  

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adjourning the meeting 

to January 4, 2016.  Carried. 

 

Adjourned:    6:00 p.m.    

  

Approved:   January 4, 2016   

   

Mayor:       

 

City Recorder:       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


