
M I N U T E S 

COMMITTEE-OF-THE-WHOLE WORK SESSION 

July 20, 2015 

City Hall Council Chambers 

 
PRESENT:    Mayor Thomas Stiehm, Council Members Steve King, Michael Jordal, 

Judy Enright, Jeff Austin, Jeremy Carolan, David Hagen and Council 

Member-at-Large Janet Anderson  

   

ABSENT:   
 

STAFF PRESENT: City Administrator Craig Clark, Director of Administrative Services Tom 

Dankert, Public Works Director Steven Lang, Planning and Zoning 

Administrator Holly Wallace, City Clerk Ann Kasel 

  

ALSO PRESENT:  Laura Helle, Steve Kime, Austin Daily Herald, Public 

 

Mayor Stiehm opened the meeting at 6:30 p.m.   

 

Item No. 1 – Bike Friendly Designation Information  

 

Steve Kime and Laura Helle provided information to Council regarding applying for a Bike 

Friendly Community designation from the League of American Bicyclists.  The Bicycle Alliance 

of Minnesota would work as a consultant for preparing the application for a fee of $4,000.  The 

City would serve as the legal entity for the application and would not provide funding for the 

project.  Some benefits of obtaining the designation would be a boost to tourism, better employee 

recruitment and retention, reduced local government costs and increased property values. 

 

Mr. Kime stated this was not on the original list of goals for the group but it came up along the 

way and it looks like a great goal to strive for. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, 

recommending moving forward with the Bike Friendly Community Designation with the City as 

the legal entity for the application.  Carried. 

 

The item will be placed on the August 3, 2015 Council meeting. 

 

Item No. 2 – LED Streetlights 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang provided information on the 2,050 street lights in the City.  

The City owns the lights and pays Austin Utilities a flat rate for each light along with 

maintenance costs.  As part of the street light maintenance program, Austin Utilities would 

replace 50-60 light fixtures per year with an LED fixture.  The cost for LED lights have come 

down and the new fixtures will cost less per month. 

 



If Council desires to undertake a larger project for LED light replacement then it would be 

funded differently. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, recommending 

approval of replacing 50-60 street lights a year with LED lights within the Austin Utilities 

current maintenance project.  Carried. 

 

The item will be placed on the August 3, 2015 Council meeting. 

 

Item No. 3 – Chicken Ordinance Discussion 

 

City Clerk Ann Kasel presented proposed guidelines for the chicken ordinance.  City staff 

researched numerous ordinances from around the State including Albert Lea, Rochester, Duluth, 

Farmington, Rushford, Stockton, Lanesboro, etc., and recommend the following guidelines if the 

Council decides to move forward with the chicken ordinance: 

 

 Citizens would need to apply for a one year license for $150 for the first year and $50 per 

year for each year thereafter 

 No more than 5 hens allowed 

 Chickens allowed for egg-production only 

 No roosters allowed 

 Property must be located in a R-1 single family district with a 6,000 square foot 

minimum lot size 

 Chickens must be housed in a chicken coop built consistent with building and zoning 

codes 

 Any chicken coop or run must be set back at least 50 feet from any residential structure 

on adjacent lots and 10 feet from all property lines 

 Grain and feed must be stored in rodent and raccoon proof containers inside of a structure 

 A site plan must be submitted and approved by City zoning staff 

 Written consent of one hundred percent of the adjacent property owners is required  

 Leg banding of chickens is required 

 Dead chickens must be disposed of in accordance with the MN Board of Animal Health 

rules 

 No slaughtering chickens in City limits 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, to not allow a chicken 

ordinance in the City.  Carried 4-3 with Council Members Jordal and Carolan and Council 

Member-at-Large Anderson voting nay. 

 

Crystal Knutson stated she would like a chicken ordinance and doesn’t feel that it infringes upon 

other property owner’s rights.  

 

Sherry Schied would like the Council to support this sustainable movement. 

 

 

 



 

Item No. 4 – 2015 Council Goals 

 

City Administrator Craig Clark provided an update to the 2015 Council goals stating that the 

police department’s citizen’s academy will take place in the fall with 12-16 citizens participating.  

The Mill Pond lighting issues were approved earlier in the evening.  Staffing levels for the police 

and fire departments will be reviewed at the August 3
rd

 work session and the waste water 

treatment plant permit is on hold while the MPCA figures out the new regulations.  

 

Item No. 5 – Open Discussion  

 

Council Member Austin has received complaints regarding feral cats in the Northwest.  He 

requested staff research this issue.   

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adjourning the work 

session at 7:14 p.m. 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted: 

 

 

______________________ 

Ann M. Kasel 

City Clerk 

 

 


