
M I N U T E S 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

January 4, 2016 

5:30 PM 

Council Chambers 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Stiehm.  Council Members Steve King, Michael Jordal,  

Jeremy Carolan, Jeff Austin, David Hagen, Judy Enright and 

Council Member-at-Large Janet Anderson 

 

MEMBERS ABSENT:    

         

STAFF PRESENT: City Administrator Craig Clark, Director of Administrative 

Services Tom Dankert, Public Works Director Steven Lang, City 

Attorney David Hoversten, Police Chief Brian Krueger,  Planning 

and Zoning Administrator Holly Wallace, Library Director Ann 

Hokanson, Park and Rec Director Kim Underwood, Officer Nathan 

Hoefs and Officer Nate Curtiss 

 

OTHERS PRESENT: Austin Daily Herald, Post Bulletin, Public 

 

Mayor Stiehm called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Carolan, approving the agenda 

as amended with the removal of number 5.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member King, approving the Council 

minutes from December 21, 2015.  Carried. 

 

AWARDS AND RECOGNITIONS 

 

Police Chief Brian Krueger introduced new officers Nathan Hoefs and Nate Curtiss.  The 

Council welcomed the officers. 

 

Jeff Weaver from Mower County presented the 23rd annual food drive plaque to the City for 

winning the annual food drive.  The City once again donated more food than Mower County. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, approving the consent 

agenda as follows: 

 

   Licenses: 

Cab Driver:  Daniel Konken, 406 9
th

 Street NE, Austin 
Cigarette:  Star Liquor, 209 11

th
 Street NE, Austin 

Concrete:  Komitt Concrete, Inc., 5228 77
th

 Avenue SE, Eyota, MN 



Concrete:  Wagner Construction, 2209 4
th

 Street NW, Austin 

Concrete:  MasTec North America, 7004 11
th

 Avenue SW, Rochester, MN 

Exempt Gambling (raffle):  Cedar River Longbeards, National Wild   

Turkey Federation at the Holiday Inn on January 31, 2016 

Food:  Lighthouse Asian Grocery, 103 1
st
 Street SW, Suite C, Austin 

Food:  Jacaranda, LLC, 1803 5
th

 Avenue SW, Austin 

Hotel:  Sterling Motel, 1507 W. Oakland, Austin 

Master Plumber:  Hov’s Plumbing, 11313  47
th

 Street NW, Byron, MN 

Master Plumber:  Superior Mechanical, 1244 60
th

 Avenue NW, Rochester, 

MN 

   

  Claims: 

a. Credit Card Report 

b. Pre-list of bills. 

                                                                                                                                       

Carried. 

 

BID OPENINGS AND AWARDS 

 

The City received bids for commissioning services at the Jay C. Hormel Nature Center.  Parks 

and Recreation Director Kim Underwood stated the services would be during the construction 

and acceptance phase to ensure that the heating, cooling, ventilation, plumbing and electrical 

systems work well together.  The following bids were received: 

 

  Contractor    Bid 

  Hallberg Engineering  $21,300 

  Karges-Faulconbridge, Inc. $25,150 

 

Ms. Underwood recommended awarding the bid to Hallberg Engineering. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Hagen, adopting a resolution 

awarding the bid for commissioning services at the Jay C. Hormel Nature Center to Hallberg 

Engineering.  Carried 7-0. 

 

PETITIONS AND REQUESTS: 

 

Director of Administrative Services Tom Dankert stated yearly the City needs to designate 

depositories for checking and investment of public funds.  The legal depository for the City’s 

general account shall be Wells Fargo of Austin, Minnesota and the legal depository for the City’s 

health benefit account shall be US Bank of Austin, Minnesota.  These are the same entities as used 

in 2015. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, adopting a 

resolution designating depositories for checking and investments of public funds for 2016.  Carried 

7-0.  

 



Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Jordal, designating the 

official newspaper for the City of Austin for the year 2016.  Carried. 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang submitted a feasibility report for street improvements on 

Main Street & 3
rd

 Avenue SW, Project 1-A-16.  The project is a State Aid street project.  Both 

roads will be reconstructed with underground utilities evaluated for replacement along with 

improved pedestrian curb ramps.  The project estimate is $900,000. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Austin, adopting a resolution 

receiving feasibility report and calling a hearing for February 16, 2016 for street improvement on 

Main Street & 3
rd

 Avenue SW, Project 1-A-16.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang submitted a feasibility report for street improvements on 3
rd

 

Street NW, 6
th

 Place NW & 7
th

 Place NW, Project 2-A-16. The roadways in this project will be 

widened and replaced.  Underground utilities will be evaluated for replacement along with 

improved pedestrian curb ramps.  The project estimate is $725,000. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a resolution 

receiving feasibility report and calling a hearing for February 16, 2016 for street improvement on 

3
rd

 Street NW, 6
th

 Place NW & 7
th

 Place NW, Project 2-A-16.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang submitted a feasibility report for street improvements in the 

Woodson School Area, Project 3-A-16.  This project will be split into two years with 6
th

 Street 

SE and 16
th

 Avenue SE being completed in 2016.  The two roads in 2016 will be replaced and 

curb and gutter replaced as needed.  Underground utilities will be evaluated for replacement 

along with improved pedestrian curb ramps.  The project estimate is $550,000. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, adopting a resolution 

receiving feasibility report and calling a hearing for February 16, 2016 for street improvements 

in the Woodson School Area, Project 3-A-16.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang submitted a feasibility report for street improvements for 

street improvements for South Crane Addition Phase 2, Project 4-A-16. This is the second year 

of a two year project in Crane Addition.  The roadways will be reconstructed and curb and gutter 

installed.  Underground utilities will be evaluated for replacement along with improved 

pedestrian curb ramps.  The project estimate is $550,000. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Enright, adopting a resolution 

receiving feasibility report and calling a hearing for February 16, 2016 for street improvements 

for South Crane Addition Phase 2, Project 4-A-16.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang submitted a feasibility report for street improvements on 

street improvements on 4
th

 Drive SW, Project 5-A-16.  This is a joint project with Mower 

County.  The current roadway is very narrow and will be widened with curb and gutter installed.  

There will be a trail installed on the West side of the road.  Sanitary sewer will be extended to 

the Southerly parcels that are not currently in the City.  The project estimate is $1,375,000. 



 

Mr. Lang noted that adjacent property owners will be assessed for work on all of the street 

projects. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a resolution 

receiving feasibility report and calling a hearing for February 16, 2016 for street improvements 

on 4
th

 Drive SW, Project 5-A-16.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang submitted a feasibility report for street improvements for the 

alley West of Main Street from 3
rd

 Avenue South, Project 1-C-16.  This is a downtown alley 

behind Piggy Blues and the alley will be completely replaced.  The estimated cost of the project 

is $95,000.  There will be no assessments to the adjacent property owners on this project because 

it is considered a maintenance project. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Austin, adopting a resolution 

receiving feasibility report and calling a hearing for February 16, 2016 for alley improvements 

for the alley West of Main Street from 3
rd

 Avenue South, Project 1-C-16.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang requested the Council approve a parking restriction on South 

Main Street from 2
nd

 Avenue to 3
rd

 Avenue.  The roadway is only wide enough for two lanes of 

traffic and one parking lane. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Carolan, approving parking 

restriction on South Main Street.  Carried. 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang requested the Council approve a parking restriction on 3
rd

 

Avenue SW from Main Street to 4
th

 Street.  The roadway is only wide enough for two lanes of 

traffic and one parking lane and parking is requested to be restricted on the South side of the 

street.  

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Carolan, approving parking 

restriction on 3
rd

 Avenue SW.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, adopting a resolution 

granting the transfer of an on-sale 3.2 beer license from Chen China Star, Inc. to Everbright, Inc. 

dba China Star.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, 

adopting a resolution granting a wine/strong beer on-sale license to Piggy Blue’s Bar-B-

Que, Inc.  Carried 7-0. 

 

REPORTS 

 

Council Member-at-Large Anderson encouraged citizens to visit the City website to see the link 

to the Paint the Town Pink activities. 

 



City Administrator Craig Clark stated the MPCA has hired a community liaison that the City will 

meet with next week. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Carolan, adjourning the 

meeting to January 19, 2016.  Carried. 

 

Adjourned:    5:55 p.m.    

  

Approved:   January 19, 2016   

   

Mayor:       

 

City Recorder:       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


