
M I N U T E S 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

January 19, 2016 

5:30 PM 

Council Chambers 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Stiehm.  Council Members Steve King, Michael Jordal,  

Jeremy Carolan, Jeff Austin, David Hagen, Judy Enright and 

Council Member-at-Large Janet Anderson 

 

MEMBERS ABSENT:  

         

STAFF PRESENT: City Administrator Craig Clark, Director of Administrative 

Services Tom Dankert, Public Works Director Steven Lang, City 

Attorney David Hoversten, Police Chief Brian Krueger,  Library 

Director Ann Hokanson, Planning and Zoning Administrator Holly 

Wallace, Park and Rec Director Kim Underwood, and City Clerk 

Ann Kasel 

 

OTHERS PRESENT: Austin Daily Herald, Post Bulletin, Public 

 

Mayor Stiehm called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. 

 

Additional Backup for Agenda Items: 

 

(res)  6.  Accepting bids for a SCADA System at the Waste Water Treatment Plant. 

 

(res)  11. Engineering services contract for WWTP – SCADA System. 

 

(res)  15. Approving information proposal for special inspection and testing services for the 

interpretive building at the Jay C. Hormel Nature Center.   

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, approving the agenda 

as amended with removing numbers 6 and 11.  Carried 

 

Moved by Council Member Hagen, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, approving 

the Council minutes from January 4, 2016.  Carried. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member King, approving the consent 

agenda as follows: 

 

 Licenses: 

Concrete:  Dobbs Construction, Inc. 21192 604
th

 Street, Dodge Center 

Excavation:  Marty Mechanical, 1600 1
st
 Avenue NE 



Exempt Gambling (raffle):  Austin Area Chamber of Commerce on March 4,  

2016 at the Austin Country Club 

Exempt Gambling (raffle):  Mower County Habitat & Pheasants Forever  

at the Holiday Inn on February 27, 2016 

  Exempt Gambling (raffle):  Riverland Community College Foundation on March  

16, 2016 at Riverland Community College  

  Food:  Austin Club League Baseball, 110 4
th

 Avenue NE 

  Massage Therapist:  133 1
st
 Street SW, Blooming Prairie 

  Master Plumber:  Harty Mechanical, 1600 1
st
 Avenue NE 

  Master Plumber:  Route 52 Plumbing & Heating, Inc. PO Box 98, Byron 

  Master Plumber:  Schwickerts, LLC, PO Box 487, Mankato 

   

  Claims: 

a. Pre-list of bills. 

b. Lucella Michels, 310 2
nd

 Avenue NE, Apt. 202.  The matter has been 

forwarded to the City Attorney to protect the City’s interest. 

                                                                                                                                       

Carried. 

 

BID OPENINGS AND AWARDS 

 

The City received bids for a photovoltaic system at the J.C. Hormel Nature Center.  Parks and 

Recreation Director Kim Underwood stated the City bid out the installation of an 80k 

photovoltaic system.  The following bids were received: 

 

 Contractor  Base Bid  Alternate A-1  Alternate A-2 

 Albert Lea Electric $214,414  -$  96,583  -$11,104 

 Fox Electric  $220,700  -$  91,500  -$  8,400 

 Solar Connection  $216,900  -$102,700  -$  8,000 

 Viking Electric $155,353  -$  66,976  N/A 

 

Ms. Underwood recommended awarding the bid to Viking Electric. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Hagen, adopting a resolution 

awarding the bid for a 80k photovoltaic system to Viking Electric.  Carried 7-0. 

 

The City received bids for residential asbestos abatement at 1804 9
th

 Street NE, 2114 6
th

 Avenue 

NE, 1001 6
th

 Avenue NE and 1405 12
th

 Street SW.  The following bids were received: 

 

 Contractor  Bid 

 MAVO Systems $28,740 

 Asbestrol  $29,250 

 Safe Air Systems $38,520 

 

Ms. Wallace recommended awarding the bid to MAVO Systems. 

 



Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, adopting 

a resolution awarding the bid for residential asbestos abatement to MAVO Systems.  Carried 7-0. 

 

PETITIONS AND REQUESTS: 

 

Director of Administrative Services Tom Dankert stated the auditor, CliftonLarsonAllen, LLP, 

provided and audit quote for the 2015 audit.  The total quote is $43,560 which is a 2.59% increase 

over the 2014 audit.  In addition, there is a one-time charge not to exceed $1,500 to implement a 

new system to be audited.  The City has worked with this company for many years and Mr. 

Dankert recommended approval of the engagement letter. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, accepting an audit 

engagement letter from CliftonLarsonAllen.  Carried. 

 

Director of Public Works Steven Lang presented the 2016 assessment rates stating it is the City’s 

goal to assess adjacent property owners 50% of the costs of street projects and in 2015 the City 

assessed 47% of the project costs.  He proposed increasing the assessment rates for urban and 

commercial streets 1%. Therefore, the rate for 2016 will increase from $42.75 per lineal foot to 

$43.00 per lineal foot for residential street reconstruction and $61.25 per lineal foot to $61.75 per 

lineal foot for commercial properties.  The sidewalk rate will also increase from $4.10 to $4.25 

per lineal foot.  Other rates would also be increased slightly. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Jordal, adopting a resolution 

setting street assessment rates for 2016.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Director of Public Works Steven Lang reviewed the Riverside Arena project change orders in the 

amount of $103,523.02.  He is working to finalize the construction contract with Harty 

Mechanical.  The budget for the project was $1,840,703 and the costs so far are $1,820,723.02.  

Mr. Lang requested approval of the two change orders for the project. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Austin, adopting a resolution 

approving two change orders on the Riverside Arena Project.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang requested the Council pass a resolution in support of a Federal 

grant application for a concrete pavement rehabilitation project on 1
st
 Street NW from Oakland 

Avenue to 1
st
 Drive and on 4

th
 Street NE from the Cedar River Bridge to 14

th
 Avenue.  The project 

is would extend the life of the pavement and the grant is highly competitive and is for the 

construction year 2020. 

 

Council Member Enright noted she appreciated the forward thinking on projects and the staff’s 

work to apply for the grants. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Carolan, adopting a resolution 

in support of a Federal Transportation Grant Application.  Carried 7-0. 

 



Moved by Council Member Jordal, seconded by Council Member Carolan, adopting a resolution   

accepting donations to the City of Austin.  Carried 7-0. 

 

City Administrator Craig Clark requested the Council pass a resolution in support of increasing 

local government aid to its 2002 level. The City’s budget is 51.4% funded via local government 

aid.  The resolution would be forwarded to the Governor and legislators.  

 

Moved by Council Member Hagen, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, adopting a 

resolution in support of increasing local government aid in the 2016 legislative session.  Carried 7-

0. 

 

Parks and Recreation Director Kim Underwood stated the City received proposals for special 

inspection and testing services for the interpretive building at the Jay C. Hormel Nature Center.  

The following proposals were received: 

 

 Contractor   Proposal 

 Braun Intertec   $14,646.50 

 Chosen Valley Testing $  7,561.00 

 

Ms. Underwood noted that Braun Intertec is currently working on the Nature Center project but 

recommended awarding the work to Chosen Valley Testing. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Austin, adopting a resolution 

approving informal proposal for special inspection and testing services for the Interpretive Building 

at the Jay C. Hormel Nature Center with Chosen Valley Testing.  Carried 7-0. 

 

REPORTS 

 

Council Member-at-Large Anderson noted the Paint the Town Pink events are coming up at the 

end of January with the plunge being on January 30
th

. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adjourning the meeting 

to February 1, 2016.  Carried. 

 

Adjourned:    5:45 p.m.    

  

Approved:   February 1, 2016   

   

Mayor:       

 

City Recorder:       

 

 


