
M I N U T E S 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

February 1, 2016 

5:30 PM 

Council Chambers 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Stiehm.  Council Members Steve King, Michael Jordal,  

Jeremy Carolan, Jeff Austin, Judy Enright and Council Member-at-

Large Janet Anderson 

 

MEMBERS ABSENT: Council Member David Hagen 

         

STAFF PRESENT: City Administrator Craig Clark, Director of Administrative 

Services Tom Dankert, Public Works Director Steven Lang, City 

Attorney David Hoversten, Police Chief Brian Krueger,  Planning 

and Zoning Administrator Holly Wallace, Park and Rec Director 

Kim Underwood, and City Clerk Ann Kasel 

 

OTHERS PRESENT: Austin Daily Herald, Post Bulletin, Public 

 

Mayor Stiehm called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Enright approving the agenda.  

Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Enright, approving the Council 

minutes from January 19, 2016.  Carried. 

 

AWARDS AND RECOGNITIONS 

 

Police Chief Brian Krueger introduced new officer Jorge Jimenez.  The Council welcomed 

Officer Jimenez to the City. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, 

approving the consent agenda as follows: 

 

 Licenses: 

  Exempt Gambling (raffle):  Austin Junior All Star Baseball at Todd Park on 

   June 26, 2016 

  Exempt Gambling (raffle):  United Catholic Schools Foundation of Austin on  

   April 23, 2016 

  Temporary 3.2 Beer:  Mower County Seniors at the National Guard Armory on  

   March 12, 2016 

  Temporary 3.2 Beer:  Mower County Ag Society at the Mower County  



   Fairgrounds on February 2, 2016, August 9 & 14, 2016 

  Temporary On-Sale Liquor:  Mower County Ag Society at the Mower County  

   Fairgrounds on August 10, 11, 12 & 13, 2016 

   

 Claims: 

a.  Investment report and credit card report. 

b.  Pre-list of bills 

                                                                                                                                       

Carried. 

 

PETITIONS AND REQUESTS: 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang stated the City is working with the Vision 2020 downtown 

committee to improve direction signage for downtown parking and proposed updating signage 

and installing signs at the entrance to each parking lot to clearly identify public parking.  Each 

sign would be blue and have a “P” on it and the signs would be consistent because the current 

signs have varying language.  Mr. Lang provided an example of the new signage.  Mr. Lang 

requested approval to move forward with the parking sign plan and installing them at every 

entrance to a parking lot.  Mr. also stated staff would review parking stall time limits and modify 

them to allow for adequate time for different downtown activities.   

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member King, approving downtown 

parking lot signage.  Carried. 

 

City Administrator Craig Clark stated the City contracted with ICS in 2015 for an energy audit of 

11 buildings to get an understanding of the City’s energy usage.  It is recommended that the City 

continue to track their energy usage and Mr. Clark recommended awarding a contract to Nexus 

Solutions in an amount not to exceed $7,000.  The school district currently uses Nexus Solutions 

and is pleased with their service.  Funding for the program would come from 2016 contingency. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, adopting 

a resolution approving an energy monitoring contract with Nexus Solutions.  Carried 6-0. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Carolan, adopting a resolution 

setting a public hearing on March 7, 2016 at 5:30 p.m. to amend TIF District # 13.  Carried 6-0. 

 

Director of Administrative Services Tom Dankert requested the Council extend the policy of 

reducing the investment allocation to the Building Fund from $450,000 to $300,000 annually.  

The interest rates in the market are still low and the Building Fund isn’t earning as much interest 

as it has in years past.  A similar resolution was also passed by Council in 2013, 2014 and 2015. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Jordal, adopting a resolution 

amending the investment interest policy for allocation to the Building Fund.  Carried 6-0. 

 

Director of Administrative Services Tom Dankert requested Council reappoint Mary Lindgren 

to the Austin-Mower County Homeownership Board. 



 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, appointing 

Mary Lindgren to the Austin-Mower County Homeownership Board term expiring December 31, 

2018.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Carolan, seconded by Council Member Jordal, setting the City of 

Austin’s Board of Appeal and Equalization meeting for April 22, 2016 at 9:00 a.m. at the Mower 

County Courthouse.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, appointing 

the following citizens to the Board of Appeal and Equalization: 

a. Peter Grover – At Large (reappointment) 

b. Malcolm McDonald – 1
st
 Ward (reappointment) 

c. Peggy Young – 2
nd

 Ward (reappointment) 

d. Chad Neerhof – 3
rd

 Ward (reappointment) 

 

Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Jordal, adopting a resolution 

accepting donations to the City of Austin.  Carried 6-0. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Jordal, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally stored 

vehicles at 503 9
th

 Street NE, Catalan Property.  Carried.   

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member King, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally stored 

vehicles at 605 10
th

 Avenue SW, Tillis/Roggeman Property.  Carried.   

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Jordal, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally stored 

vehicles at 705 10
th

 Avenue SW, Paredes Property.  Carried.    

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Enright, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally stored 

vehicles at 711 10
th

 Avenue SW.  Carried.   

 

CITIZENS ADDRESSING THE COUNCIL 

 

Deanna Ryther, 24767 HWY 218 North, congratulated the City on the Paint the Town Pink 

efforts and encouraged the City to expand support for the cannabis program.  She also 

encouraged the City to get involved with the Lansing landfill issue. 

 

REPORTS 

 



Council Member-at-Large Anderson stated the annual Paint the Rink Pink event is on Saturday.  

Citizens can find the entire schedule of activities on the City website. 

 

City Administrator Craig Clark stated that Congressman Tim Walz will hold a housing summit 

in Austin on March 7, 2016.  He also stated the Austin Public Library would be closed the 

following day due to the snowstorm.   

 

Planning and Zoning Administrator Holly Wallace stated Fred Husemoeller will be moved into 

the Building Inspector position to fill a vacancy so the department has an opening for the zoning 

inspector position.  She also added the department will be conducting a seminar on March 1
st
 at 

the Hormel Historic Home.  

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang stated the informational meetings for assessment 

information will be held on February 8
th

 at the Library beginning at 5:30.  There is a specific 

time for each project.    

 

He also stated in anticipation of the snow storm, crews will be plowing through the day 

tomorrow and will be doing downtown cleanup early Wednesday morning.  If a snow emergency 

is issued then citizens will need to follow even and odd parking restrictions.   

 

City Clerk Ann Kasel stated the Council set the date for the 2016 Board of Review and 

Equalization earlier in the meeting.  This is a meeting where citizens can contest their 2017 tax 

property valuation.  More information will be coming in the mail with their 2016 tax statement. 

 

She also stated the City is beginning the process for the 2016 elections and will be reviewing the 

polling locations. 

 

Mayor Stiehm stated he toured the Austin Utilities building and it is an impressive facility.  He 

also attended Plunging for Pink. 

 

Moved by Council Member Jordal, seconded by Council Member Carolan, adjourning the 

meeting to February 16, 2016.  Carried. 

 

Adjourned:    5:48 p.m.    

  

Approved:   February 16, 2016   

   

Mayor:       

 

City Recorder:       

 

 

 

 

 

 


