MINUTES
CITY COUNCIL MEETING
February 16, 2016
5:30 PM
Council Chambers

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Stiehm. Council Members Steve King, Michael Jordal,
Jeremy Carolan, Jeff Austin and Council Member-at-Large Janet

Anderson
MEMBERS ABSENT: Council Member David Hagen and Judy Enright
STAFF PRESENT: City Administrator Craig Clark, Director of Administrative

Services Tom Dankert, Public Works Director Steven Lang, City
Attorney David Hoversten, Police Chief Brian Krueger, Planning
and Zoning Administrator Holly Wallace, Park and Rec Director

Kim Underwood, and City Clerk Ann Kasel

OTHERS PRESENT: Austin Daily Herald, Post Bulletin, Public
Mayor Stiehm called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m.

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, approving the agenda
as amended. Carried.

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Carolan, approving the Council
minutes from February 1, 2016. Carried.

CONSENT AGENDA

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, approving
the consent agenda as follows:

Licenses:
3.2 Beer Off Sale: Loyal Order of the Moose Austin Lodge
Concrete: Vertical Limit Construction, LLC 825 3™ Avenue, Wanamingo
Excavation: Vertical Limit Construction, LLC, 825 3" Avenue, Wanamingo
Food: Austin Dairy Queen, 1200 W. Oakland Avenue
Food: Loyal Order of the Moose Austin Lodge #1180, PO Box 719
Food: Marcusen Park Baseball Association, P.O. Box 903
Master Plumber: K & S Heating Air Conditioning & Plumbing, Inc.
4205 Highway 14 West, Rochester
Taxi Driver: Paul Gartner, 103 % 10" Street NW

Claims:
a. Pre-list of hills.



b. Financial & investment reports.

Event Applications:
Shamrockin 5K Run on April 2, 2016

Carried.
PUBLIC HEARINGS

A public hearing was held for street improvements on Project 1-A-16, Main Street South (1%
Avenue to 3" Avenue SW) and 3 Avenue SW (Main Street to 4™ Street SW).

Public Works Director Steven Lang stated the City will remove the existing road and curb & gutter
and replace with a widened 34 foot street. Underground utilities will be repaired or replaced.
Adjacent property owners will be assessed per the City’s street assessment policy at an interest rate
of 4.5%. Property owners will have the option to pay the assessment in full, pay 50% of the
assessment and have the remainder go on their real estate taxes or have all of the assessment go on
their real estate taxes.

Council Member-at-Large Anderson asked if the utilities would be placing the electrical service
underground.

Mr. Lang stated they are not planning on underground utilities at this time.
There were no public comments.

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, adopting a resolution
ordering improvement, approving plans and specifications, and ordering advertisement for bids
on Project 1-A-16, Main Street South (1% Avenue to 3™ Avenue SW) and 3™ Avenue SW (Main
Street to 4™ Street SW). Carried 5-0.

A public hearing was held for street improvements on Project 2-A-16, 3" Street NW (4™ Avenue
to 8" Place NW), 6™ Place NW (1% Drive to 4" Street NW) and 7" Place NW (1% Drive to 4™
Street NW).

Public Works Director Steven Lang stated the City will remove the existing road and curb & gutter
and replace with a widened to a 32 foot road on 3™ Street and a 36 foot road on 6™ and 7" Place.
Underground utilities will be repaired or replaced. Adjacent property owners will be assessed per
the City’s street assessment policy at an interest rate of 4.5%. Property owners will have the option
to pay the assessment in full, pay 50% of the assessment and have the remainder go on their real
estate taxes or have all of the assessment go on their real estate taxes.

Mike Caporale, 308 6" Place NW, stated he is concerned about the very old trees in the area and
would like to see them remain. He also stated he was concerned about the street being widened
and people driving faster on a wider street.



Mr. Lang stated the street width is based on snow plowing operations. The street must be wide
enough for the snow plows to get thorough with parked vehicles on the sides.

Mr. Caporale asked if parking could be restricted to one side of the road.

Mr. Lang stated that option could be considered if the neighborhood and Council are in support
of it.

There were no other public comments.

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Jordal, adopting a resolution
ordering improvement, approving plans and specifications, and ordering advertisement for bids
on Project 2-A-16, 3" Street NW (4" Avenue to 8" Place NW), 6" Place NW (1 Drive to 4™
Street NW) and 7" Place NW (1% Drive to 4™ Street NW). Carried 5-0.

A public hearing was held on street improvements on Project 3-A-16, 6 Street SE (12" Avenue
to 16™ Avenue SE) and 16™ Avenue SE, (6™ Street to 8" Drive SE).

Public Works Director Steven Lang stated the City will complete this project in two phases with 6"
Street and 16™ Avenue proposed for 2016 with it beginning after school gets out in June and
wrapping up before school begins in the fall. City crews remove the existing road and curb &
gutter and replace them with new asphalt pavement. The asphalt on 6™ Street north of 13" Avenue
will be a mill and overlay. Underground utilities will be repaired or replaced. Adjacent property
owners will be assessed per the City’s street assessment policy at an interest rate of 4.5%. Property
owners will have the option to pay the assessment in full, pay 50% of the assessment and have the
remainder go on their real estate taxes or have all of the assessment go on their real estate taxes.

There were no public comments.

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, seconded by Council Member Austin, adopting a
resolution ordering improvement, approving plans and specifications, and ordering advertisement
for bids on Project 3-A-16, 6™ Street SE (12" Avenue to 16™ Avenue SE) and 16™ Avenue SE, (6™
Street to 8" Drive SE). Carried 5-0.

A public hearing was held on street improvements on Project 4-A-16, 14™ Avenue NE (8" Street
to dead end), 13" Avenue NE (8" Street to DOT turnback), 11" Avenue NE (8" Street to 10"
Street) and 9" Street NE (10" Avenue to 12 Avenue).

Public Works Director Steven Lang stated this is the second year of the project in the Crane
neighborhood. The City will remove the existing road and curb & gutter and replace them on 9™
Street, 11™ Avenue and 13" Avenue and will do a mill and overlay on 14™ Avenue and 11™ Street.
Underground utilities will be repaired or replaced. Adjacent property owners will be assessed per
the City’s street assessment policy at an interest rate of 4.5%. Property owners will have the option
to pay the assessment in full, pay 50% of the assessment and have the remainder go on their real
estate taxes or have all of the assessment go on their real estate taxes.



Council Member Austin asked what the typical life is of a road is.

Mr. Lang stated a typical road will last 30 years and the City is actually getting 40 to 45 years
out of our roads.

Dale Christiansen, pastor of Crane Chapel, stated the church paid about $12,000 of assessments
on the project in 2015 and is proposed to pay $42,000 in 2016. He agreed that the streets need to
be replaced but would like the City to vacate the sidewalk that is on the portion of their parking
lot. The street does not continue past that block and they felt the street was unnecessary.

Mr. Lang stated it is rare to vacate a sidewalk. The last time the Council considered a request
similar to this, the City required a letter from the property owner and it was presented to Council
at a work session.

Council Member King asked if the property owner would need to pay for the sidewalk removal.

Mr. Lang stated the property owners would be assessed for a removal rate and for restoration of
the boulevard.

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, to have Crane Chapel
make a written request for the sidewalk removal and the matter will be reviewed at a Council
work session. Carried.

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, adopting a resolution
ordering improvement, approving plans and specifications, and ordering advertisement for bids
on Project 4-A-16, 14™ Avenue NE (8" Street to dead end), 13" Avenue NE (8" Street to DOT
turnback), 11™ Avenue NE (8" Street to 10 Street) and 9" Street NE (10" Avenue to 12™
Avenue). Carried 5-0.

A public hearing on street improvement on Project 5-A-16, 4" Drive SW (Turtle Creek
Bridge to 24™ Avenue SW).

Public Works Director Steven Lang stated this project is a joint project between the City and
Mower County. The City will remove and replace the existing road and widen the street from 24
feet to 38 feet. Curb and gutter will also be installed along with a 10 foot wide bike trail on the
west side of 4™ Drive. Underground utilities will be repaired or replaced. Adjacent property
owners will be assessed per the City’s street assessment policy at and interest rate of 4.5%.
Property owners will have the option to pay the assessment in full, pay 50% of the assessment and
have the remainder go on their real estate taxes or have all of the assessment go on their real estate
taxes.

Council Member King spoke against the installation of a bike trail. He would prefer a walk or bike
lane on the road.

Mayor Stiehm asked what is required of the City to receive the grant.



Mr. Lang stated the project was approved with federal and state funding. He believed that the
proposed trail helped the project to score high in the process and receive the grant. He stated he did
check with the grant committee and removing the trail wouldn’t jeopardize the grant but that would
be at the Council’s discretion. He stated it is the City’s goal to create an off road pedestrian
corridor which would connect into the local trail system.

Steve Kime, 509 15™ Avenue SW, spoke in support of the trail stating complete streets and green
streets are a part of the City’s comprehensive plan. He stated the City needs to look into the future
to create a great trail system.

Scott Wermager, 2403 4™ Drive SW, was concerned about the bike trail in his yard. He asked how
much of the grant is covering the project.

Mr. Lang stated the federal grant is capped at 1 million dollars and this project is estimated to be
$1.3 million. However, the grant will only cover up to 80% of the project. The remaining funds
would come from the City and County.

Scott Wermager didn’t think a trail was needed on that area and passed out a map of the area. He
proposed the trail go over on 12" Street SW.

Eric Harder, 2004 4™ Drive SW, expressed concerns about how far the trail would encroach on his
property. He would support a bike lane on the road, just not a trail through his front yard. He was
also concerned about the grading of the land because the current ditch helps drainage from his
sump pump. Mr. Harder noted that Council Member Hagen was not in attendance at the meeting
and that Council Member Hagen is his second ward representative.

Mr. Lang stated the trail is being placed in public right-of-way and no private property is being
acquired. The right-of-way line is typically thirty-three feet beyond the centerline of the road.

David DeFor, 2706 4™ Drive SW, was concerned about people are speeding on roadway with it
being widened.

Jim Burroughs, 1405 16™ Avenue SW, stated now is the time the City needs to be forward thinking
and look to future. The trail will be a plus for the neighbors because the bike path is an asset.

Sheri Weaver, 701 19" Avenue SW, spoke in support of the road being replaced but against the
trail. She does not want to be responsible for winter maintenance on the trail. She was also
concerned about the elevation of the new road and that it not be low enough to allow for flooding.

Mr. Lang stated the water surface elevations are being considered and will be incorporated into the
design so the road will not be at a lower elevation.

Carissa Studier, with SHIP Mower County, spoke in support of the trail stating it would be good for
physical activity in the community.



Mayor Stiehm stated he lives close to road and there is bike traffic on the road. He added that the
road is currently unsafe.

Suzanne McCarthy, 306 13" Street NE, stated she rides on 28™ Street and supports anything to
encourage physical health.

After additional discussion, moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member-at-
Large Anderson to continue the public hearing to March 21, 2016 at 5:30 p.m. Carried.

Council Member King existed the Council Chambers at this point in the meeting.

PETITIONS AND REQUESTS:

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, adopting a
resolution setting public hearings, with removing project 5-A-16 from the resolution, for March 21,
2016 for street improvement assessments. Carried 4-0.

Police Chief Brian Krueger requested the use of Police PERA funds in an amount not to exceed
$5,250 to remodel the LEC to accommodate a new office for a new police detective.

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Jordal, adopting a resolution
approving the modification of the current detective area with funding in the amount of $5,250 from
Police PERA funds, budget adjustment number 1. Carried 4-0.

Public Works Director Steven Lang stated the City needs to increase its sanitary sewer rates to
accommodate increased costs and future upgrades to the sanitary sewer collection system and
lines and the domestic waste water treatment plant. The last increase to the rates was in 2014.
Mr. Lang proposed increasing the connection charge from $7.98 to $8.78 effective April 1, 2016
and an additional increase to $9.18 on January 1, 2017. He also recommended increasing the
flow charge from $2.04 to $2.24 effective April 1, 2016 with and additional increase to $2.35 on
January 1, 2017. These charges would also cover Mapleview and Belleman’s Addition sewer
agreements.

In addition, he also proposed increasing the sanitary sewer access charges to the following:

Current Proposed

Sanitary Sewer Permit Fee $500 $500
Sewer Later Development Charge:

Gravity System $11,375 $14,200

w/grinder pump $12,925 $16,700

w/ lift station $12,925 $14,200
Sewer Service Charge:

4 service $700 $1,000

6” service $880 $1,200

Mr. Lang requested the resolutions be passed to reflect the increased amounts.



Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Jordal, adopting a resolution
approving sanitary sewer user fees. Carried 4-0.

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Carolan, adopting a resolution
approving sanitary sewer user fees for Mapleview. Carried 4-0.

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Carolan, adopting a resolution
approving sanitary sewer user fees for Belleman’s Addition. Carried 4-0.

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Jordal, adopting a resolution
approving sanitary sewer access charge. Carried 4-0.

Public Works Director Steven Lang requested the Council authorize an agreement with the
Minnesota Department of Transportation Aeronautics for the reimbursement of operation and
maintenance at the Municipal Airport. The State will reimburse 75% of the allowable expenses
up to $49,739.

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, seconded by Council Member Carolan, adopting a
resolution approving an agreement with MnDOT Aeronautics for Airport maintenance and
operations. Carried 4-0.

Public Works Director Steven Lang requested the Council authorize farm leases with VS Farms,
LLC, formerly Scott Family Farms, LLC. The entity underwent a name change and the terms of
the previous lease are unchanged.

Moved by Council Member Carolan, seconded by Council Member Jordal, adopting a resolution
approving a farm lease with VS Farms, LLC. Carried 4-0.

City Administrator Craig Clark requested the Council approve a voluntary assessment by the
CGMC of $9,057, or $1 per sewer connection, to fund legal challenges for city sewer systems.

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, seconded by Council Member Jordal, approving a
voluntary assessment in the amount of $9,057 to the CGMC. Carried 4-0.

City Clerk Ann Kasel stated the City must establish a new precinct for the newly annexed area
known as Turtle Creek 2 which was annexed into the City of Austin in 2015. This property is
geographically situated to be included in Ward 1 of the City and Mower County Commissioner
District No. 5. However, the Secretary of State’s office has informed her that since the area
contains over 50 voters, it must stay with its current County Commissioner and not fall under the
City’s County Commissioner. Therefore, a new precinct must be created for these 61 citizens to
vote for their proper representatives.

In addition, Ms. Kasel requested the Council combine the polling combine the polling places for
Ward 1, Precinct 2 and Ward 1, Precinct 3 and to change the polling place for Ward 1, Precinct 1
from Riverland Community College to City Hall.



Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Jordal, adopting a resolution
establishing a new precinct for newly annexed areas of the City. Carried 4-0.

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Jordal, adopting a resolution
combining polling locations for Ward 1, Precinct 2 and Ward 1, Precinct 3. Carried 4-0.

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Jordal, adopting a resolution
designating all polling locations for all future City, Utility, School District, County and State
Elections. Carried 4-0.

Park and Rec Director Kim Underwood requested the Council authorize ice in Riverside Arena
through July 11™. This would allow the Bruins to bring their try-out camp to Austin. The new
ice system in the arena will allow for this and it was recommended for approval by the Park and
Rec Board.

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, authorizing
summer ice in Riverside Arena. Carried.

City Administrator Craig Clark, on behalf Austin Utilities’ General Manager Mark Nibaur,
requested the Council authorize the Mayor to sign a letter in support of tax exempt municipal
bonds.

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Jordal, authorizing the Mayor to
sign a letter in support of tax exempt municipal bonds. Carried.

Director of Administrative Services Tom Dankert requested the Council authorize the refinance
of some bonds for the Housing and Redevelopment Authority to save approximately $170,000.

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, seconded by Council Member Austin, adopting a
resolution authorizing the pledge of general obligation credit for the refinance of HRA bonds.
Carried 4-0.

Citizens Addressing the Council
Quin Bruner, advocate for saving the Downtown Power Plant, requested that the purchase
agreement for the downtown power plant site be released to the public for review. He stated that

he has gathered 200 signatures on his petition and the citizens are concerned about the lack of
transparency.

City Administrator Craig Clark stated Vision 2020 is going to set a date for public information
on the project.

REPORTS



Council Member Austin reported he attended a recent Park and Rec Board meeting and reported
on some of those issues including summer ice at Riverside Arena.

Council Member-at-Large Anderson stated the Sustainability Task Force is going to recommend
the City pass a pollinator friendly city resolution. She added that Paint the Town Pink is
wrapping up and there are a few events remaining.

Mr. Clark stated that Congressman Walz is doing a housing summit on March 10" at the Holiday
Inn.

Mr. Lang revisited agenda item number 9, the public hearing for project 5-A-16, and stated that
there are approvals that need to be completed by April 1% so having the public hearing on March
21° may not be enough time for the State to review the projects. He recommended continuing
the public hearing to March 7™ even though Council Member Hagen will still be gone.

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson to rescind
the motion continuing the public hearing to March 21, 2016 at 5:30 p.m. for the 4™ Drive SW
construction project, Project 5-A-16. Carried.

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded b%/ Council Member Jordal, continuing the public
hearing to March 7, 2016 at 5:30 p.m. for the 4" Drive SW construction project, Project 5-A-16.
Carried.

Mr. Lang expressed his condolences to family of Jerry Wilkinson who passed away recently.
Mr. Wilkinson worked in the public works department for the last 30 years and 10 of those years
were in the engineering department.

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Carolan, adjourning the
meeting to March 7, 2016. Carried.

Adjourned: __ 7:33 p.m.

Approved: March 7, 2016

Mayor:

City Recorder:




