
M I N U T E S 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

March 21, 2016 

5:30 PM 

Council Chambers 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Stiehm.  Council Members Steve King, Michael Jordal,  

Jeremy Carolan, Jeff Austin, David Hagen and Council Member-

at-Large Janet Anderson 

 

MEMBERS ABSENT:  Council Member Judy Enright 

         

STAFF PRESENT: City Administrator Craig Clark, Director of Administrative 

Services Tom Dankert, Public Works Director Steven Lang, City 

Attorney David Hoversten, Police Chief Brian Krueger,  Planning 

and Zoning Administrator Holly Wallace, Library Director Ann 

Hokanson, Park and Rec Director Kim Underwood and City Clerk 

Ann Kasel 

 

OTHERS PRESENT: Austin Daily Herald, Post Bulletin, Public 

 

Mayor Stiehm called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. 

 

Added to the consent agenda: 

 

  Licenses:   

  Exempt Gambling (raffle):  Austin Area Chamber of Commerce at the Bandshell on  

   July 4, 2016 

  Massage Therapy:  Leann Finnestad, 1007 13
th

 Avenue SW 

  Tree Service:  Sorenson Tree Service, 852 Mill Race Road, Madelia 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, approving the agenda 

as amended.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Jordal, approving the Council 

minutes from March 7, 2016 and March 11, 2016.  Carried. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, approving 

the consent agenda as follows: 

 

Licenses:    

 Exempt Gambling (bingo):  American Legion Auxiliary Post 91 at the Mower County Fair  

  on August 9 – 14, 2016 

 Food Wagon:  Mimi’s Cones, 1208 10
th

 Avenue SW 



 Exempt Gambling (raffle):  Austin Area Chamber of Commerce at the Bandshell on July  

   4, 2016 

 Massage Therapy:  Leann Finnestad, 1007 13
th

 Avenue SW 

 Tree Service:  Sorenson Tree Service, 852 Mill Race Road, Madelia  

    

  Claims:  

a. Financial and Investment Reports. 

b. Pre list of Bills. 

                                                                                                                                       

Carried. 

 

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 

A public hearing was held for street improvement assessments for Main Street South (1
st
 Avenue 

to 3
rd

 Avenue) and 3
rd

 Avenue SW (Main Street to 4
th

 Street SW), Project 1-A-16.  The amount 

to be assessed is $160,382.07 at 4.5% for 15 years.   Public Works Director Steven Lang stated 

the specific details of each project were presented at the February 16, 2016 improvement 

hearings and notices were mailed to each property owner with the exact assessment amount and 

payment options.   

 

The payment options for all of the assessment project are to pay the assessment in full by the end 

of October, pay at least half of the assessment by October 31st and have the remainder be 

amortized over fifteen years with interest on real estate taxes, pay nothing by October 31st and 

have the entire amount be amortized over fifteen years with interest on the real estate taxes or 

apply for a senior deferral, if qualified to do so.   

 

Charles Pinkava, 1011 13
th

 Avenue NE, requested an itemized breakdown of his assessment and 

asked how it is computed.  

 

Mr. Lang stated the assessments are based on front footage and residents are assessed the length 

of property adjacent to the street. 

 

There were no additional comments and there were no written or oral objections. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a resolution 

declaring the cost of Project 1-A-16.  Carried 6-0. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Jordal, adopting resolution 

adopting the assessment roll for Project 1-A-16.  Carried 6-0. 

 

A public hearing was held for street improvement assessments for 3rd Street NW (4
th

 Avenue to 

8
th

 Place); 6
th

 Place NW (1
st
 Drive to 4

th
 Street NW); and 7

th
 Place NW (1

st
 Drive to 4

th
 Street) 

Project 2-A-16.  The amount to be assessed is $144,058.68 at 4.5% for 15 years.  Public Works 

Director Steven Lang stated the specific details of each project were presented at the February 



16, 2016 improvement hearings and notices were mailed to each property owner with the exact 

assessment amount and payment options.  

 

There were no comments and there were no written or oral objections. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, adopting a resolution 

declaring the cost of Project 2-A-16.  Carried 6-0. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Carolan, adopting resolution 

adopting the assessment roll for Project 2-A-16.  Carried 6-0. 

 

A public hearing was held for street improvement assessments for 6
th

 Street SE (16
th

 Avenue to 

the Dead End north of 13
th

 Avenue) and 16
th

 Avenue SE (6
th

 Street to 8
th

 Drive), Project 3-A-16.  

Public Works Director Steven Lang stated the engineering department would like to move this 

project to 2017 due to employee workload issues. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, to table 

street improvement project 3-A-16 until 2017.  Carried. 

 

A public hearing was held for street improvement assessments for 14
th

 Avenue NE (8
th

 Street to 

Dead End); 13
th

 Avenue NE (8
th

 Street to DOT Turnback); 11
th

 Avenue NE (8
th

 Street to 10
th

 

Street) and 9
th

 Street NE (10
th

 Avenue to 12
th

 Avenue), Project 4-A-16.  The amount to be 

assessed is $178,142.06 at 4.5% for 15 years.  Public Works Director Steven Lang stated the 

specific details of each project were presented at the February 16, 2016 improvement hearings 

and notices were mailed to each property owner with the exact assessment amount and payment 

options.  

 

Evelyn Allgood, 906 13
th

 Avenue NE, inquired what her payment would be for the assessment. 

 

Administrative Services Director Tom Dankert figured an estimated payment for Ms. Allgood. 

 

There were no additional comments and there were no written or oral objections. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a resolution 

declaring the cost of Project 4-A-16.  Carried 6-0. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adopting resolution 

adopting the assessment roll for Project 4-A-16.  Carried 6-0. 

 

BID OPENINGS AND AWARDS 

 

The City received bids for a SCADA system at the Waste Water Treatment Plant.  Public Works 

Director Steven Lang stated the following bids were received: 

 

 Contractor   Total Bid 

 Automatic Systems Co. $489,254 



 Sweeney Controls Co.  $577,700 

 In Control, Inc.  $590,278 

 

Mr. Lang stated the project budget is $600,000 and will be funded 50% by the Industrial Plant 

and 50% by the Domestic Plant.  He recommended awarding the bid to Automatic Systems 

Company, contingent upon 50% funding from Hormel Foods. 

 

Moved by Council Member Hagen, seconded by Council Member Austin, adopting a resolution 

awarding the bid for SCADA systems upgrade at the Waste Water Treatment Plant to Automatic 

Systems, Inc., contingent upon 50% funding for the project from Hormel Foods.  Carried 6-0. 

 

PETITIONS AND REQUESTS: 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang stated the Engineering Department received proposals for 

engineering consulting services for SCADA improvements at the Waste Water Treatment Plant.  

SEH, Inc. submitted a proposal in the amount of $38,000 for consulting work on the project and 

Mr. Lang recommended extending the contract to SEH, Inc., contingent upon funding for the 

project from Hormel Foods. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, approving 

engineering consulting services with SEH, Inc. at the Waste Water Treatment Plant for SCADA 

improvements, contingent upon funding for the project from Hormel Foods.  Carried 6-0. 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang stated Mower County received a federal grant for the 

reconstruction of 10
th

 Drive SE from 8
th

 Avenue SE to Highway 218.  The project is estimated to 

be $2.1 million dollars and the road will be widened to 44 feet and will include curb and gutter.  

There will also be storm sewer improvements to improve the overall site drainage and the City 

would construct sanitary sewer from Midtown south to the Bellman’s lift station at a cost to the 

City of $90,000.  The sanitary sewer improvements would be paid for via the City’s sewer user 

funds.  Mr. Lang noted that a trail was removed from the project design and recommended 

approval of the project. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Hagen, adopting a resolution 
approving the plans for the reconstruction of 10

th
 Drive SE.  Carried 6-0. 

 
Police Chief Brian Krueger requested the Council approve the purchase of a K9 in 2016 which is 

currently budgeted for 2017.  Chief Krueger stated Officers picked up the proposed dog but 

discovered it would not be a good fit for the department but requested authorization to purchase a 

different animal in 2016. 
 
Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, approving 

the purchase of a K9 in 2016.  Carried. 

 

Director of Administrative Services Tom Dankert requested the Council approve an architectural 

services contract with Zenk Read Trygstad in the amount not to exceed $48,000 for the City Hall 

remodel.  Mr. Dankert reviewed the project stating that the improvements are anticipated to cost 



$500,000 to $600,000.  This amount is higher than originally anticipated due to the building 

needing to be brought up to ADA code and required energy efficiencies.   
 
Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, approving a resolution 
approving architectural services for the City Hall remodeling project. Carried 6-0. 
 
Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, setting a public hearing 

for Tuesday, April 19, 2016 at 5:30 p.m.
 
for the annual Stormwater Public Informational 

meeting.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Hagen, approving a resolution 

for the 2016 City Administrator wage adjustment.  Carried 6-0. 

 

Human Resources Director Trish Wiechmann stated the City approved the terms of a labor 

agreement with the Police supervisors for 2016-2018.  The agreement included wage increases of 

2% in 2016 and 3% in 2017 and 2018; increase from $.75 an hour to $.80 per hour for night shift 

differential and changes to health care language. 

 

Moved by Council Member Hagen, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, approving 

a resolution approving the 2016-2018 Police Supervisors labor agreement.  Carried 6-0. 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang stated the City Council awarded a bid for the operation of 

the transfer station to Waste Management in March 2015 for a period of one year in the amount 

of $6,000 and the bid included an optional lease agreement for April 1, 2016 to March 31, 2017 

for the amount of $6,000.  Mr. Lang recommended executing the lease agreement with Waste 

Management from April 1, 2016 to March 31, 2017.  

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Hagen, approving a resolution 

for the Waste Transfer Station management agreement.  Carried 6-0. 
 
Public Works Director Steven Lang requested the Council approve two resolutions for parking 
restrictions that were previously passed via motion on January 4, 2016 via motion. 
 
Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Jordal, approving a resolution 

for parking restrictions on south side of 3
rd

 Avenue SW from Main Street to 4
th

 Street.  Carried 

6-0. 
 
Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, approving a resolution 
for parking restrictions on west side of S. Main Street from 2

nd
 Avenue to 3

rd
 Avenue. Carried 6-

0. 
 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Carolan, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally stored 

vehicles at 401 8th Street NE, Skattebo property.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Jordal, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally stored 

vehicles at 601 8
th

 Street NE, Erath property.  Carried. 



 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Jordal, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally stored 

vehicles at 408 8th Avenue SE, Ernst property.  Carried.  

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Jordal, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally stored 

vehicles at 204 1st Street SE, Warrington property.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Jordal, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally stored 

vehicles at 906 12
th

 Avenue SW, Wagner property.  Carried.  

 

REPORTS 

 

City Administrator Craig Clark stated he testified in front of the legislature in regard to 

expanding broadband funding to underserved areas, such as Austin. 

 

Police Chief Brian Krueger noted that the Police Civil Service committee is working on a new 

hire list for open positions in the Police Department. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adjourning the meeting 

to April 4, 2016.  Carried. 

 

Adjourned:  5:56 p.m.    

  

Approved:   April 4, 2016   

   

Mayor:       

 

City Recorder:       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


