
M I N U T E S 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

April 18, 2016 

5:30 PM 

Council Chambers 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Stiehm.  Council Members Steve King, Michael Jordal,  

Jeremy Carolan, Jeff Austin, Judy Enright, David Hagen and 

Council Member-at-Large Janet Anderson 

 

MEMBERS ABSENT:   

         

STAFF PRESENT: City Administrator Craig Clark, Director of Administrative 

Services Tom Dankert, Public Works Director Steven Lang, City 

Attorney David Hoversten, Police Chief Brian Krueger,  Planning 

and Zoning Administrator Holly Wallace, Library Director Ann 

Hokanson, Park and Rec Director Kim Underwood, and City Clerk 

Ann Kasel 

 

OTHERS PRESENT: Austin Daily Herald, Post Bulletin, Public 

 

Mayor Stiehm called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. 

 

Added to the agenda: 

 

11.  Approving a hard liquor on-sale and Sunday on-sale incense for El Caporal, Inc. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson approving 

the agenda as amended.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Carolan, approving the Council 

minutes from April 4, 2016.  Carried. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member King, approving the consent 

agenda as follows: 

 

Consent Agenda: 

 Licenses: 

  Cab Driver:  Kasey Schaub, 27053 800
th

 Avenue, Hollandale  

Exempt Gambling:  Marcusen Park Baseball Assn. at Marcusen Park on  

  September 1, 2016 

  Food:  Austin Park and Rec at the Municipal Pool; Todd Park North Diamonds  

   and Todd Park South Diamonds 

  Sign Installer:  J.G. Bailey Media, Inc. dba Mankato Sign Services, 301 Webster  



   Avenue, Mankato 

  Sign Installer:  Scenic Sign Corp.  3833 Richter Ave, St. Cloud 

    

 Claims:  

a. Investment Report. 

b. Pre list of Bills. 

                                                                                                                                       

Carried. 

 

BID OPENINGS AND AWARDS 

 

The City received bids for residential building demolition 1804 9
th

 Street NE, 2114 6
th

 Avenue 

NE, 1001 6
th

 Avenue NE and 1405 12
th

 Street SW.  Planning and Zoning Administrator Holly 

Wallace stated the following bids were received: 

 

 Contractor    Amount  

  

 Hansen Hauling & Excavating $25,600 

 Farm Tile Pro $46,041 

 Fitzgerald Excavating $47,500 

 Husemoller Excavating $56,700 

 Helmin Construction, Inc. $65,000 

 6 Urban Companies, Inc. $66,400 

 Houle Excavating, LLC $88,000 

 Landwehr Construction $92,960 

 

Ms. Wallace stated the project budget would be funded through contingency and flood control 

grants.  She recommended awarding the bid to Hansen Hauling & Excavating. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Hagen, adopting a resolution 

awarding the bid for residential building demolition at 1804 9
th

 Street NE, 2114 6
th

 Avenue NE, 

1001 6
th

 Avenue NE and 1405 12
th

 Street SW to Hansen Hauling & Excavating.  Carried 7-0. 

 

PETITIONS AND REQUESTS: 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, adopting a resolution 

accepting gifts to the City of Austin.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang requested authorization for the City to participate in the 

annual electronics recycling event.  The event is planned for May 14, 2016 from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

at the Mower County Fairgrounds.  The fees for the event are as follows:  TVs - $10; Console or 

projection TVs - $15; stove/washer/dryer - $20; microwave/toasters - $5; and an extra charge for 

Freon units of $25.  The City and County would each provide $500 for advertising along with 

signage and a forklift.   

 



Moved by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, seconded by Council Member Enright, 

approving the electronics recycling event on May 14, 2016.  Carried. 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang requested approval of an airport lease with Valley 

Transportation, Inc. at the Austin Municipal Airport.  Valley Transportation would construct the 

new hangar which has been reviewed and approved by the Federal Aviation Administration.  The 

lease would run for a term of 20 years and said lease rates would be as follows:  Year 1 – 4, $.08 

sq. ft. or $1,699.32 annually; Year 6 – 10, $.10 sq. ft. or $2,121.15 annually; and Years 11 – 20, 

$.12 sq. ft. or $2,548.98 annually. 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Hagen, adopting a resolution 

approving an airport hangar lease.  Carried 7-0. 

 

City Administrator Craig Clark requested the Council adopt a resolution in support of the 2016 

Rochester regional airport bonding bill.  The airport received an unfunded mandate to replace the 

US customs facility at a cost of $10.5 million.  The Southeast Minnesota League of 

Municipalities has requested City support of this issue. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, adopting a resolution in 

support of the Rochester Regional Airport bonding bill.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, resolving the City 

Council into the Board of Adjustments and Appeals.  Carried. 

 

Planning and Zoning Administrator Holly Wallace presented a variance request from Clarice 

Seavy for the property at 2708 11
th

 Street NE.  The homeowner owns a five acre parcel which is 

surrounded by farmland and would like to demolish an 8’ by 10’ structure and replace it with a 

12’ by 16’ structure but she already has five structures on the property.  City code limits 

properties to two accessory structure and this would place the property owner over code by three 

structures.  The Planning Commission reviewed the matter at their April 12, 2016 meeting and 

recommended approval of the variance by a 7-0 vote stating the property is in a rural setting and 

would not exceed the allowed lot coverage of 40%. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, adopting a resolution 

approving a variance requested by Clarice Seavy, 2708 11
th

 Street NE.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Enright, resolving the Board 

of Adjustments and Appeals back into the City Council.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Enright, approving a hard 

liquor on-sale and Sunday on-sale license for El. Caporal, Inc.  Carried 7-0. 

 

REPORTS 

 

Council Member Hagen applauded the launch of the City’s Red Bike Program. 

 



Council Member-at-Large Anderson stated Earth day is Friday, April 22
nd

 and that will also be 

the ground breaking for the Nature Center.  She added that the HRA Board meets on April 21
st
 at 

4:30 p.m. 

 

Police Chief Krueger stated Lt. Holten and Officer Brogan picked out a new K-9 recently and 

will begin training the dog. 

 

Park and Recreation Director Kim Underwood stated community pick up day is Saturday, April 

30
th

 from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.  Citizens are asked to meet at 9:00 at the VFW.  She added that 

the Nature Center ground breaking will be on the 22
nd

 at 2:00 p.m. and there will be tree planting 

on April 29
th

. 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang stated Governor Dayton is scheduled to visit and tour the 

Waste Water Treatment Plant this coming Thursday.  

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Enright, adjourning the 

meeting to May 2, 2016.  Carried. 

 

Adjourned:   5:46 p.m.    

  

Approved:   May 2, 2016   

   

Mayor:       

 

City Recorder:       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


