
M I N U T E S 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

May 16, 2016 

5:30 PM 

Council Chambers 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Stiehm.  Council Members Steve King, Michael Jordal,  

Jeremy Carolan, Jeff Austin, Judy Enright, David Hagen and 

Council Member-at-Large Janet Anderson 

 

MEMBERS ABSENT:   

         

STAFF PRESENT: City Administrator Craig Clark, Director of Administrative 

Services Tom Dankert, Public Works Director Steven Lang, City 

Attorney David Hoversten, Police Chief Brian Krueger, Park and 

Rec Director Kim Underwood, and Human Resources Director 

Trish Wiechmann  

 

OTHERS PRESENT: Matt Cano, Greg Siems, John Garry, Tedd Maxfield, Dale 

Christianson, Bruce Westrum, Austin Daily Herald, Post Bulletin, 

Media, Public 

 

Mayor Stiehm called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, approving the agenda.  

Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Hagen, approving the 

Council minutes from May 2, 2016.  Carried. 

 

AWARDS AND RECOGNITIONS 

 

The Austin Fire Department requested Council permission for their annual MDA Fill the Boot 

campaign on August 17-19, 2016.  Jim Halsey stated the Department raised over $19,000 in 

2015 and that money goes toward sending kids with muscular dystrophy to camp. 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, seconded by Council Member Hagen, 

authorizing the Austin Fire Department to participate in the MDA Fill the Boot Drive on August 

17-19, 2016. 

 

Mayor Stiehm read a proclamation declaring May 20, 2016 VFW Poppy Day.  

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Jordal, approving the consent 

agenda as follows: 



 

 Licenses: 

  Concrete:  ABCrete, LLC, 308 4
th

 Street NE, Grand Meadow 

  Excavation:  Jordan Drilling Solutions, LLC, 1290 Eagle Point Dr, Eagan 

  Exempt Gambling (Bingo):  Austin Area Veterans Council at the Veteran’s  

   Pavilion on July 3 & 4, 2016 

  Temporary Food:  Gigunda Group on Friday, July 29
th

  

  Temporary Liquor:  Pacelli Catholic Schools on June 17, 2016 at Pacelli 

   

 Claims: 

a. Investment Report   

b. Pre-list of bills 

 

Event Applications: 

Memorial Rosary March on May 28, 2016 

Freedom Fest on July 1 – 4, 2016 

                                                                                                                     

Carried. 

 

BID OPENINGS AND AWARDS 

 

The City received bids for asphalt and concrete reconstruction on South Main Street and 3
rd

 

Avenue SW.  Public Works Director Steven Lang stated work on 3
rd

 Avenue would begin prior 

to the 4
th

 of July and work on Main Street would begin after the 4
th

 of July due to the parade 

being routed on Main Street.  The following bids were received:   

 

 Contractor                           Bid  Alt. #1  Alt #2    

  

            Ulland Brothers, Inc. $1,078,363.95              $28,348.10     $54,030.00     

     Pember Companies, Inc. $1,261,006.00              $28,951.80     $54,015.50 

                 

 Estimate  $1,159,988.00              $25,214.00     $41,148.00 

 

Mr. Lang recommended awarding the base bid to Ulland Brothers, Inc. 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a 

resolution awarding the base bid for asphalt and concrete reconstruction on South Main Street 

and 3
rd

 Avenue SW to Ulland Brothers, Inc.  Carried 7-0. 

 

The City received bids for alley reconstruction west of Main Street from 3
rd

 Avenue NW south to 

the dead end.  Public Works Director Steven Lang stated the following bids were received: 

 

 Contractor                           Bid   

  

            Doyle Conner Co. $  98,321.15                

     Pember Companies, Inc. $101,149.50              



                 

  Estimate     $  78,238.50     

 

Mr. Lang recommended awarding the bid to Doyle Conner Co. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, adopting a 

resolution awarding the base for alley reconstruction west of Main Street from 3
rd

 Avenue NW 

south to the dead end to Doyle Conner Co.  Carried 7-0. 

 

PETITIONS AND REQUESTS: 

 

City Administrator Craig Clark presented the 2016 Council goals for adoption.   

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member King, adopting 2016 Council 

goals.  Carried. 

 

City Administrator Craig Clark requested the Council approve a resolution reaffirming their 

participation in a proposed 38 unit workforce housing project through the HRA at Fox Pointe.  In 

2015, the Council approved tax increment financing for the project but the project was not 

awarded funding from the State.  The HRA is once again going to applying for a State grant for 

the project with the application being due in June of 2016.   

 

Moved by Council Member Hagen, seconded by Council Member Enright, adopting a resolution  

reaffirming Council participation in a 38 unit HRA workforce housing project a Fox Pointe.  

Carried 7-0. 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang stated the City of Austin’s single most valuable facility is its 

Waste Water Treatment Plant and over the last 20 years the City has completed numerous 

projects in excess of $35 million dollars to rehabilitate and expand the facility.  Sewer charges 

are used in part to fund these projects and are evaluated every couple of years. The strong waste 

charges for Biochemical Oxygen Demand (BOD) and Total Suspended Solids (TSS) have not 

increased since 2000 and Mr. Lang recommended the following increases: 

 

  Date   Increase  BOD  TSS  

  July 1, 2016  11%   $0.185  $0.412 

  January 1, 2017 11%   $0.206  $0.457 

  January 1, 2018 11%   $0.228  $0.507 

  January 1, 2019 11%   $0.254  $0.563 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Carolan, adopting a 

resolution approving strong waste charges.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang stated the City of Austin purchased the former Budget Oil 

Gas Station Property in 2011 and entered into a voluntary monitoring program with the 

Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) for groundwater monitoring to determine if there 

was contamination from the underground storage petroleum storage tanks.  The City has worked 



with West Central Environmental Consultants to complete groundwater monitoring in 

accordance with MPCA regulations for a total cost of $55,189.79 and received a closure letter 

from the MPCA stating the site is released from its monitoring program.  Mr. Lang stated 

eligible costs can be considered for reimbursement up to 90% through the Petrofund 

Reimbursement program.  All remaining costs would be covered through an escrow account 

funded by the seller of the property.   

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Austin, adopting a resolution  

approving a Petrofund reimbursement for the former Budget Oil Site.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, adopting a 

resolution accepting gifts to the City of Austin.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member King, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally stored 

vehicles at 1109 17
th

 Avenue NE, Neitzell Property.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member King, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally stored 

vehicles at 615 14
th

 Street NE, Johannsen Property.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Austin, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally stored 

vehicles at 804 4
th

 Street NW, Cantor Property.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Austin, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally stored 

vehicles at 101 20
th

 Street SE, Belden Property.  Carried. 

 

CITIZENS ADDRESSING THE COUNCIL 

 

Bruce Westrum, 1302 2
nd

 Avenue SW, Apt 4, expressed his concerns about the lack of indoor 

tennis courts in the proposed community recreation center. 

 

REPORTS 

 

Council Member-at-Large Anderson stated the Sustainability Task Force is working on a 

pollinator-friendly City resolution which will come to Council shortly.  She also stated the 

City/County electronics recycling event was a success again this year. 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang stated there were five semi loads of items that were collected 

at the recycling event.  He also thanked the volunteers at the event for all their help. 

 

City Administrator Craig Clark stated he recently attended a Coalition of Greater Minnesota 

meeting and met with legislators.  

 



City Clerk Ann Kasel stated that filing for election for municipal offices opens on May 17
th

 at 

8:00 a.m. and runs through May 31
st
 at 5:00 p.m.  The City positions open for election are 

Mayor, a council member from each ward and three Austin Utilities Board members.  The filing 

fee is $25. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adjourning the meeting 

to June 6, 2016.  Carried. 

 

Adjourned:   5:54 p.m.    

  

Approved:   June 6, 2016    

   

Mayor:       

 

City Recorder:       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


