
M I N U T E S 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

June 20, 2016 

5:30 PM 

Council Chambers 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Stiehm.  Council Members Steve King, Michael Jordal,  

Jeremy Carolan, Jeff Austin, Judy Enright, David Hagen and 

Council Member-at-Large Janet Anderson 

 

MEMBERS ABSENT:   

         

STAFF PRESENT: City Administrator Craig Clark, Director of Administrative 

Services Tom Dankert, Public Works Director Steven Lang, Fire 

Chief Jim McCoy, City Attorney David Hoversten, Police Chief 

David McKichan, Park and Rec Director Kim Underwood, 

Planning and Zoning Administrator Holly Wallace and City Clerk 

Ann Kasel 

 

OTHERS PRESENT: KAUS Radio, Austin Daily Herald, Post Bulletin, Public 

 

Mayor Stiehm called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member King, approving the agenda 

with the removal of item number 20.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Carolan, approving the 

Council minutes from June 6, 2016.  Carried. 

 

AWARDS AND RECOGNITIONS  

 

Mayor Stiehm read a proclamation declaring June 20, 2016 the Longest Day in support of 

Alzheimer’s research.  Representative Jeanne Poppe stated Governor Dayton also issued a 

proclamation earlier in the day for Alzheimer’s research and provided information on the topic. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, seconded by Council Member Enright, 

approving the consent agenda as follows: 

 

*Consent Agenda 

 Licenses: 

 Exempt Gambling (raffle):  Riverland Community College Foundation at Holiday Inn on  

  July 23, 2016 

 Food:  El Maguey Bar, 324 North Main Street 

 Taxi Cab Driver:  Jason Dulitz, 703 13
th

 Avenue SW 



 Temporary 3.2 Beer:  Austin Area Chamber of Commerce at the Plager Building in the  

  Mower County Fairgrounds on July 19, 2016  

 Temporary 3.2 Beer: Marcusen Park Baseball Association at Marcusen Park on June 23- 

  26, 2016 

 Temporary Food:  Austin All Stars at Todd Park on June 25-26, 2016 

 Temporary Food:  Casa Zamora at Packer Arena on July 9, 2016 and August 20, 2016 

 Temporary Food:  PaniniPinups, LLC at the Hormel 125
th

 Anniv. on July 29, 2016 

    

 Claims: 

a. Financial and Investment Report. 

b. Pre-list of bills. 

 

             Event Applications: 

 Crazy Day on July 14, 2016 

 Hormel Foods 125
th

 Anniversary on July 29, 2016 

                                                                                                                     

Carried. 

 

BID OPENINGS AND AWARDS 

 

The City received bids for an ice resurfacer.  Public Works Director Steven Lang stated one bid 

was received from CTM Services, Inc. in the amount of $151,625 for an Olympia Millennium E.  

The bid included a new battery powered resurfacer with front discharge, custom paint color, ice 

edger and trade-in allowance for the existing machine.  Mr. Lang recommended awarding the bid 

to CTM Services, Inc.  The item was budgeted for in the 2016 capital improvement plan. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Austin, adopting a resolution 

awarding the bid for an ice resurfacer to CTM Services, Inc.  Carried 7-0. 

 

PETITIONS AND REQUESTS: 

 

Director of Administrative Services Tom Dankert requested the Council approve the 2015 audit 

report. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Carolan, approving 2015 

audit ending December 31, 2015.  Carried. 

 

Director of Administrative Services Tom Dankert requested the Council approve budget 

adjustment number 4 transferring $600,000 from the General Fund to the Building Fund for the 

City Hall remodel project and $650,000 from the General Fund to the Risk Management Fund 

for health insurance claims.  

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Enright, adopting a resolution  

approving budget adjustment number 4.  Carried 7-0. 

 



City Clerk Ann Kasel requested the Council appoint the election judges and designate polling 

places for the August 9, 2016 primary and November 8, 2016 election.  The judges will be 

trained by Ms. Kasel in July. 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, seconded by Council Member Enright, adopting 

a resolution designating 2016 election judges for the primary and general elections.  Carried 7-0. 

 

City Administrator Craig Clark requested the Council renew a prosecutorial services contract 

with Baudler Maus & Forman, LLP for the City’s prosecution services.  The financial 

compensation remains the same as the last agreement and this would be a three year agreement. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Austin, adopting a resolution  

approving a contract for prosecution services with Baudler, Maus and Forman, LLP.  Carried 6-0 

with Council Member King abstaining from the vote. 

 

Planning and Zoning Administrator Holly Wallace requested funding from contingency funds for 

the demolition of the properties located at 1205 4
th

 Street NW and 1916 3
rd

 Avenue NE. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a resolution  

approving funding of the demolition of 1205 4
th

 Street NW and 1916 3
rd

 Avenue NE coming 

from 2016 contingency funds.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang requested the Council authorize engineering consulting 

services for electrical work at the Waste Water Treatment Plant.  Mr. Lang stated staff would 

complete installation of the electrical work but in order to meet code requirements an engineer 

must be hired to design the project.  SEH, Inc. has provided an estimate in the amount of $27,150 

for the project. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Austin, adopting a resolution  

approving engineering consulting services at the Waste Water Treatment Plant.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang requested the Council authorize three change orders for the 

Library’s boiler system replacement project in the amount of $6,273.33. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Jordal, adopting a resolution  

approving change orders on the Library boiler system.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang requested the Council authorize additional funding for 

sanitary sewer on the 10
th

 Drive SE project.  The project was originally estimated at $150,000 in 

the 2016 Capital Improvement Plan budget but the bids came in higher than expected at 

$173,797.50.  The properties would look up through a Sewer Access Charge and this would 

generate approximately $157,000 in funds which would go back in the sewer fund. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Enright, authorizing 

additional funding for sanitary sewer construction on 10
th

 Drive SE.  Carried. 

 



Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, resolving the City 

Council into the Board of Appeals.  Carried. 

 

Planning and Zoning Administrator Holly Wallace presented a variance request from Bob and 

Donna Kelley for a nine foot variance from City Code for a deck on the front of the property.  

The Planning Commission reviewed the matter at their June 14, 2016 meeting and recommended 

approval by a 6-0 vote. 

 

Moved by Council Member Hagen, seconded by Council Member Enright, approving a variance 

request from Bob and Donna Kelley, 811 11
th

 Avenue SW.  Carried. 

 

Planning and Zoning Administrator Holly Wallace presented a variance request from Isaac Ehley 

for a seven foot variance from City Code for a deck on the front of the property.  The Planning 

Commission reviewed the matter at their June 14, 2016 meeting and recommended approval by a 

6-0 vote. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, approving 

a variance request from Isaac Ehley, 510 27
th

 Street SW.  Carried. 

 

Planning and Zoning Administrator Holly Wallace presented a variance request from Fox 

Electric for a variance allowing them to build a 28’ by 54’ accessory structure within the 10 foot 

required yard setback.  The Planning Commission reviewed the matter at their June 14, 2016 

meeting and recommended approval by a 6-0 vote. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member King, approving a variance 

request from Fox Electric, 500 10
th

 Street NE.  Carried. 

 

Planning and Zoning Administrator Holly Wallace presented a fence appeal submitted by 

Hormel Foods for a 12 foot fence at their new R&D facility to hide the building’s large 

mechanical systems. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Enright, approving a fence 

appeal submitted by Hormel Foods.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Austin, adjourning the Board 

of Appeals back into the City Council.  Carried.   

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Enright, granting an on-sale 

liquor license to El Maguey Bar.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Enright, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally stored 

vehicles at 105 13
th

 Street NE, Landherr Property.  Carried. 

 



Moved by Council Member Jordal, seconded by Council Member Austin, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally stored 

vehicles at 1108 10
th

 Avenue SW, Lawhead Properties.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Austin, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally stored 

vehicles at 2600 16
th

 Avenue SW, Christianson Property.  Carried.  

 

REPORTS 

 

Council Member-at-Large Anderson stated she attended the Police K-9 fundraiser earlier in the 

evening. 

 

Mayor Stiehm stated he recently attended the League of Minnesota Cities conference. 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang stated the City will spray for mosquitoes on Thursday, June 

23
rd

 and Thursday, June 30
th 

beginning at 7:00 p.m.  This will be a ground application and 

citizens with allergies or breathing issues should close their windows.  Mr. Lang added that not 

every street is sprayed because the crew uses the wind to drift the application.   

 

Library Director Ann Hokanson stated the Friends of Austin Public Library donated funds for an 

additional WIFI hotspots and now the Library has 55 of them.  Citizens can borrow one for 3 

weeks at a time.  Also, the summer reading program has started at the library for all ages. 

 

Parks and Recreation Director Kim Underwood stated the first track meet of the summer is 

Thursday, June 23
rd

 at Wescott Field.  

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, adjourning the meeting 

to July 5, 2016.  Carried. 

 

Adjourned:    6:06 p.m.    

  

Approved:   July 5, 2016    

   

Mayor:       

 

City Recorder:       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


