
M I N U T E S 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

July 18, 2016 

5:30 PM 

Council Chambers 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Stiehm.  Council Members Michael Jordal, Jeremy Carolan, 

Jeff Austin, Judy Enright, David Hagen and Council Member-at-

Large Janet Anderson 

 

MEMBERS ABSENT: Council Member Steve King 

         

STAFF PRESENT: City Administrator Craig Clark, Director of Administrative 

Services Tom Dankert, Public Works Director Steven Lang, Fire 

Chief Jim McCoy, City Attorney David Hoversten, Police Chief 

Brian Krueger, Park and Rec Director Kim Underwood, Planning 

and Zoning Administrator Holly Wallace, Library Director Ann 

Hokanson and City Clerk Ann Kasel 

 

OTHERS PRESENT: KAUS Radio, Austin Daily Herald, Post Bulletin, Public 

 

Mayor Stiehm called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. 

 

Added to the agenda: 

 

Additional backup: 

 

(res) 5. Accepting bids for 4
th

 Drive SW construction. 

 

Added item: 

 

(res) 18.   Approving an off-site gambling application for the Fraternal Order of the Eagles  

on October 8, 2016 at the Mower County Fairgrounds. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Austin, approving the agenda 

as amended.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Austin, approving the 

Council minutes from July 5, 2016.  Carried. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, seconded by Council Member Austin, approving 

the consent agenda as follows: 

 

*Consent Agenda 



 Licenses: 

  Cab Driver:  Steven Paul Christiansen, 406 10
th

 Street NW 

  Food:  Hardees, 1406 4
th

 Street NW 

  Food Wagon:  RA MacSammy’s PO Box 173, Rosemount, on July 29, 2016 

  Sandwich Board:  Discover Austin, Minnesota, 301 North Main Street  

  Temporary Food:  Atmosphere, LLC, 9979 Troy Ln. N, Maple Grove on July 29,  

   2016 

  Temporary Food:  Enki Fernandez, 713 9
th

 Street SE at the Austin Skate Park on  

   August 14, 2016 

  Temporary Food:  Match MG - SPAMERICAN Tour on July 29, 2016 

  Temporary Food:  Progressive Hair, 301 4
th

 Avenue NE, Ste. B, on July 29, 2016 

 Temporary Food:  Schwans Home Service, 2795 Park Drive, Owatonna on July  

  29, 2016 

  Temporary Food:  Wooley’s Restaurant, 7901 34
th

 Avenue S, Bloomington on  

   July 29, 2016 

  

  Claims: 

a. Pre-list of bills 

b. Investment Report.  

 

 Event Applications: 

  5K Your Way Run/Walk on July 23, 2016 

                                                                                                                      

Carried. 

 

BID OPENINGS AND AWARDS: 

 

The City received bids for construction of 4
th

 Drive SW.  Public Works Director Steven Lang 

stated the following bids were received: 

 

 Contractor   Base bid Amount 

 Ulland Brothers, Inc.  $1,739,578.05 

 RAW Construction  $2,029,636.71 

 

 Engineer’s Estimate  $1,964,593.50 

 

Mr. Lang stated this project is a joint project with Mower County and will be funded mainly 

through Federal and County State Aid grants with 3.9% coming from City Sewer funds.  The 

project will be completed in three phases with two of the phases being completed in 2016 and the 

phase outside of the City limits will be completed in 2017.  Mr. Lang stated the bid approval 

would be contingent upon approval of the MnDOT Office of Civil Rights and the Mower County 

Board of Commissioners. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Hagen, adopting a resolution 

awarding a bid to Ulland Brothers for the construction of 4
th

 Drive SW contingent upon the 

acceptable of the MnDOT Office of Civil Rights and the Mower County Board of 



Commissioners.  Carried 6-0. 

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS: 

 

Planning and Zoning Administrator Holly Wallace reviewed a rezoning request petitioned by 

Jeffrey Sellers, Mark Reeve and James Schaffer.  The Petitioners would like to rezone the block 

of property from a “R-O” Multi-Family Office District to a “B-2” Community Business District 

for the proposed redevelopment of a non-conforming use and the removal of a blighted property. 

 

The Planning Commission reviewed the matter at its July 12, 2016 meeting and recommended 

approval of the request by a 7-0 vote. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Hagen, for preparation of the 

rezoning ordinance.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Hagen, for adoption and 

publication of the rezoning ordinance.  Carried 6-0.  

 

Planning and Zoning Administrator Holly Wallace reviewed a rezoning request petitioned by K 

Properties Management, LLC.  The Petitioners would like to rezone a property from a “R-1” 

Single-Family Office District to a “I-1” Limited Industrial District.  When the property was 

annexed into the City of Austin it was automatically zoned “R-1” and the action was requested to 

accommodate the proposed development to expand storage unit buildings. 

 

The Planning Commission reviewed the matter at its July 12, 2016 meeting and recommended 

approval of the request by a 7-0 vote. 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, seconded by Council Member Enright, for 

preparation of the rezoning ordinance.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, seconded by Council Member Enright, for 

adoption and publication of the rezoning ordinance.  Carried 6-0. 

 

PETITIONS AND REQUESTS: 

 

Planning and Zoning Administrator Holly Wallace stated the State of Minnesota recently passed 

a law allowing temporary family health care dwellings which are mobile dwellings providing an 

environment facilitating a caregiver’s provision of care for a mentally or physically impaired 

person.  Since the new law limits or alters the City’s zoning ordinances staff recommends 

adopting an opt-out option to allow additional time to review the State’s requirements and 

determine if there is a demand or need for this these types of structures in Austin.  The matter 

was previously reviewed by the Council and by the Planning Commission at their July 12, 2016 

meeting and they recommended approval of the opt-out ordinance by a 7-0 vote. 

 



Moved by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, seconded by Council Member Austin, for 

preparation of the ordinance approving an opt-out provision of the regulation of temporary 

family health care dwellings.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Carolan, for adoption and 

publication of the ordinance approving an opt-out provision of the regulation of temporary 

family health care dwellings.  Carried 6-0. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Carolan, resolving the City 

Council into the Board of Adjustment and Appeals.  Carried. 

 

Planning and Zoning Administrator Holly Wallace reviewed a parking appeal from Seller’s Lock 

& Key, Inc.  The Petitioner would like a variance of 4 stalls from the 16 stall parking 

requirement.  The Planning Commission reviewed the matter at its July 12, 2016 meeting and 

found that the parking variance would not create an additional burden on the area and 

recommended approval by a 7-0 vote. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Hagen, approving a parking 

appeal from Seller’s Lock & Key, Inc.  Carried. 

 

Planning and Zoning Administrator Holly Wallace reviewed a fence appeal from Austin Utilities 

on behalf of Northern Natural Gas.  The Petitioners would like to increase the height of the chain 

link fence surrounding the natural gas infrastructure located at 207 21
st
 Street NW from 4 feet to 

8 feet.  Current City ordinance limits the fence height to 6 feet but they would like a variance for 

additional security at the location. 

 

Moved by Council Member Hagen, seconded by Council Member Enright, adopting a resolution 

approving a fence appeal from Austin Utilities on behalf of Northern Natural Gas.  Carried. 

 

Planning and Zoning Administrator Holly Wallace reviewed a fence appeal from Daniel 

Slowinski.  Mr. Slowinski would like a six foot privacy fence which would enclose the rear and 

side yards of this property located at 501 9
th

 Street NW.  The Planning Commission reviewed the 

matter at the July 12, 2016 meeting and approved the matter by a 5-2 vote with the 

recommendation that the fence of the SW end of the property be angled to the setback area to 

provide greater visibility of the sidewalk and oncoming traffic. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Carolan, approving a fence 

appeal from Daniel Slowinski.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, resolving 

the Board of Adjustment and Appeals back into the City Council.  Carried. 

 

Planning and Zoning Administrator Holly Wallace stated the City received informal bids for 

asbestos abatement for the properties located at 1916 3
rd

 Avenue NE and 1205 4
th

 Street NW.  

The following bids were received: 

 



 Safe Air Systems  $4,840 

 MAVO Systems  $6,820 

 Asbestrol   No bid 

 

Ms. Wallace recommended awarding the bid to Safe Air Systems. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Hagen, adopting a resolution 

approving a contract for asbestos abatement with Safe Air Systems for 1916 3
rd

 Avenue NE and 

1205 4
th

 Street NW.  Carried 6-0. 

 

Fire Chief Jim McCoy stated the Austin Fire Department was awarded a 2015 FEMA Assistance 

to Firefighters grant in the amount of $206,777 for the purchase of new Self Contained Breathing 

Apparatus gear.  The City will be required to provide a match in the amount of $20,677. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Hagen, adopting a resolution 

accepting a 2015 FEMA Fire Department Grant.  Carried 6-0. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Carolan, adopting a resolution 

accepting donations to the City of Austin.  Carried 6-0. 

 

Parks and Recreation Director Kim Underwood requested the Council approve change orders for 

the Nature Center construction project.  The first change order would be an addition of $1,841 to 

add a fence around the photovoltaic system.   

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Enright, adopting a resolution 

approving a change order in the amount of $1,841 for the photovoltaic system.  Carried 6-0. 

 

Ms. Underwood requested the Council also approve a total of $8,325.10 in change order 

deductions for the main building of the Nature Center. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Enright, adopting a resolution 

approving a change order deduct in the amount of $8,325.10 for the Met-Con Companies 

contract.  Carried 6-0. 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang requested the Council approve a point source 

implementation grant application for Turtle Creek 2.  The grant would cover up to 50% of 

eligible construction costs for the project.  The project was not able to be completed in 2016 due 

to the tight time frame so it will be completed in 2017. 

 

Moved by Council Member Hagen, seconded by Council Member Enright, adopting a resolution 

authorizing a 2017 Point Source Implementation Grant application for Turtle Creek 2.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Carolan, granting the 

Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally 

stored vehicles at 800 2
nd

 Avenue NW, Raimann Property.  Carried. 

 



Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Austin, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally stored 

vehicles at 700 11
th

 Avenue NE, Kvam Property.  Carried.   

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, approving 

an off-site gambling application for the Fraternal Order of the Eagles on October 8, 2016 at the 

Mower County Fairgrounds.  Carried 6-0. 

 

REPORTS 

 

City Administrator Craig Clark stated the Coalition of Greater Minnesota Cities conference will 

be in Austin this week. 

 

Library Director Ann Hokanson stated Ann Hope Jahren will be visiting the Library on August 

9
th

 and conducting a writer’s workshop at noon.   There will also be a reception and book signing 

at 1:00. 

 

Parks and Recreation Director Kim Underwood stated there will be close to 500 swimmers at the 

municipal pool this coming weekend and 24 baseball teams at Riverland for a tournament. 

 

Fire Chief Jim McCoy stated the Fire Department is flushing fire hydrants in the southwest area 

of town and it may cause a temporary discoloration of resident’s water.    

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang stated the final lift of asphalt will take place later this week 

on Highway 105.  

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Hagen, adjourning the 

meeting to August 1, 2016.  Carried. 

 

Adjourned:   6:00  p.m.    

  

Approved:   August 1, 2016   

   

Mayor:       

 

City Recorder:       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


