
M I N U T E S 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

August 15, 2016 

5:30 PM 

Council Chambers 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Stiehm.  Council Members Michael Jordal, Jeremy Carolan, 

Jeff Austin, Steve King, David Hagen and Council Member-at-

Large Janet Anderson 

 

MEMBERS ABSENT: Council Member Judy Enright 

        

STAFF PRESENT: City Administrator Craig Clark, Director of Administrative 

Services Tom Dankert, Public Works Director Steven Lang, Fire 

Chief Jim McCoy, City Attorney David Hoversten, Police Chief 

Brian Krueger, Park and Rec Director Kim Underwood, Planning 

and Zoning Administrator Holly Wallace, City Clerk Ann Kasel 

 

OTHERS PRESENT: KAUS Radio, Austin Daily Herald, Public 

 

Mayor Stiehm called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, approving the agenda.  

Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Carolan, seconded by Council Member Hagen, approving the 

Council minutes from August 1, 2016.  Carried. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, approving the consent 

agenda as follows: 

 

 Licenses: 

  Exempt Gambling (raffle):  Austin Area Chamber of Commerce on October 13,  

   2106 at the Holiday Inn & Conference Center 

  Temporary Food:  Jacob Bentley, 57443 260
th

 Street, Austin on August 21, 2016  

   at Bandshell Community Park 

  Temporary Liquor:  VFW Post 1216 on August 20, 2016 at Lafayette Park 

 

  Claims: 

a. Pre-list of bills. 

b. Investments Report. 

 

                                                                                                                      

Carried. 



 

BID OPENINGS AND AWARDS 

 

The City received bids for the City Hall partial remodel.  The following bids were received: 

 

Contractor                     Base Bid Alt. A-1 Alt. A-2 Unit to Re-Key  

Wagner Const. $377,000 $  6,800  $11,800 $  55 

Rocon Inc. $412,000 $  8,000  $  9,800 $  50 

JD Driver $426,000 $10,500  $10,000 $  45 

Healy Const. $441,700 $  8,600  $13,000 $  40 

Met-Con Const. $467,000 $  8,000  $14,000 $150 

Joseph Company $564,700 $17,500  $13,700 $115 

 

Director of Administrative Services Tom Dankert stated alternate A-1 is the repaint the exterior 

EFIS on the south, west and east sides of the building, alternate A-2 is to replace the pair of 

aluminum entrance doors on the south side, and the unit price to re-key is to re-key all the doors 

so that they are on one master lock. Mr. Dankert recommended awarding the base bid, alternates 

A-1 and A-2 and the re-key option to Wagner Construction. 

 

Council Member Anderson asked if this quote included signage on the building. 

 

Mr. Dankert stated there will be separate bids for signage and furniture. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Hagen, recommending 

awarding the bid for the City Hall partial remodel to Wagner Construction.  Carried 6-0. 

 

PETITIONS AND REQUESTS: 

 

Director of Administrative Services Tom Dankert stated the Council ranked the Hormel 

Foundation Grant Requests at their August 1, 2016 Council meeting in the following order: 

 

Business Encouragement/Enhancement Partnership (BEEP) $60,000 

Delivering the Data: Hotspot Data Plans 2017 $28,800 

Jay C. Hormel Nature Center Education Programs $40,347 

Playground and Poured-In-Place Surface $45,000 

Targeted Area Redevelopment (TAR) $300,000 

Riverside Arena Door Replacement $62,500 

Fire Prevention and Education $5,000 

Riverside Arena Summer Ice $40,000 

Jay C. Hormel Nature Center Ski Groomer $5,500 

Community CPR Instruction $5,700 

 

Mr. Dankert stated two grant applications, one for Quality of Life in the amount of $41,500 and 

the other for Marcusen Stadium Lighting/Public Address System in the amount of $120,800,  

will be submitted through the City but will not be ranked.  In addition, there are three City 

related requests that will be submitted through Vision 2020.  



Moved by Council Member Anderson, seconded by Council Member King, approving Hormel 

Foundation Grant request applications.  Carried. 

 

City Administrator Craig Clark requested the Council approve a policy for the donation of 

surplus City equipment to a non-profit organization.  The donation was recently allowed by the 

Legislature with a law change.  This policy would not require the City to donate to the non-

profits but would give it the option to donate. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a resolution 

adopting a surplus property donation policy.  Carried 6-0. 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang requested authorization to purchase 1206 12
th

 Drive SW 

with MnDNR grant and LOST funds.  The home is not located in the flood plain but is very close 

to it and the property fits the City’s buyout guidelines for neighborhood removal and 

infrastructure expansion.  Acquisition would be approximately $44,000 and asbestos abatement 

and demolition approximately $20,000.   

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Carolan, approving the 

acquisition of 1206 12
th

 Drive SW.  Carried. 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang stated the City received the following proposals for 

construction staking on 4
th

 Drive SW: 

 

 Jones, Haugh & Smith $29,000 

 WHKS & Co.   $16,500 

 

Mr. Lang stated the proposals included staking work, field control, office setup and calculations 

for phase 1 and 2 of the project.  City staff would complete the work for staking on phase 3 of 

the project.  Mr. Lang recommended awarding the work to WHKS & Co. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, adopting 

a resolution approving construction staking on the 4
th

 Drive SW project to WHKS & Co.  

Carried 6-0. 

 

Director of Administrative Services Tom Dankert requested the Council authorize the City be the 

fiscal agent for the Community Band.  This would allow the Community Band to receive 

additional grant funding. 

 

Moved by Council Member Hagen, seconded by Council Member Carolan, adopting a resolution 

authorizing the City of Austin as the fiscal agent for the Community Band.  Carried. 

 

Director of Administrative Services Tom Dankert requested the Council approve a renewal of a 

promissory note with G & R Truck Wash.  The original note was from 2013 in the amount of 

$190,913.52 and was also renewed in 2015 for one year.  Mr. Dankert stated G & R has been 

current with their payments and recommended renewing the promissory note under the same 

terms for two years.   



 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a resolution 

approving a promissory note with G&R Truck Wash.  Carried 6-0. 

 

Planning and Zoning Administrator Holly Wallace presented a proposed ordinance for the 

management of the Schrafel Wildlife Management Area.  She stated the area was gifted to the 

State of Minnesota in 1992 with the condition it remains an undeveloped area that allows dog 

training, controlled burns and archery hunting.  The City recently annexed the area and proposed 

the ordinance to address these issues.   Ms. Wallace stated the DNR requested some last minute 

changes to the ordinance and she presented an updated proposed ordinance to the Council.   

 

Moved by Council Member Hagen, seconded by Council Member Austin, for preparation of the 

ordinance.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Hagen, for adoption and 

publication of the ordinance.  Carried 6-0. 

 

Police Chief Brian Krueger requested the Council authorize the renewal of a joint powers 

agreement for the Internet Crimes Against Children Taskforce.  

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, adopting a resolution 

renewing a joint powers agreement for the Internet Crimes Against Children Taskforce.  Carried 

6-0. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Carolan, appointing Xiuhong 

Zhai to the Library Board, term expiring December 31, 2016.  Carried. 

 

REPORTS 

 

Council Member-at-Large Anderson stated the ArtWorks Festival is August 27-28
th

.  

 

City Administrator Craig Clark stated the Human Rights Commission will host a community 

conversation on poverty on August 17
th

 at HRC at 6:30 p.m. at the Hormel Historic Home. 

 

Mayor Stiehm read a thank you from the Coalition of Greater Minnesota Cities for holding the 

recent conference. 

 

Parks and Recreation Director Kim Underwood stated the Doggie Dip will be Friday, August 

19
th

 from 6:00 to 7:30 at pool.  The last day for human swimming will be Thursday, August 18
th

. 

The splash pad will remain open into September.  

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adjourning the meeting 

to September 6, 2016.  Carried. 

 

 

 



Adjourned:  5:45 p.m.    

  

Approved:   September 6, 2016   

   

Mayor:       

 

City Recorder:       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


