
M I N U T E S 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

September 19, 2016 

5:30 PM 

Council Chambers 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Stiehm.  Council Members Michael Jordal, Jeremy Carolan, 

Jeff Austin, Judy Enright, Steve King, David Hagen and Council 

Member-at-Large Janet Anderson 

 

MEMBERS ABSENT:  

        

STAFF PRESENT: City Administrator Craig Clark, Director of Administrative 

Services Tom Dankert, Public Works Director Steven Lang, Fire 

Chief Jim McCoy, City Attorney Craig Byram, Police Chief Brian 

Krueger and City Clerk Ann Kasel 

 

OTHERS PRESENT: KAUS Radio, Austin Daily Herald, Post Bulletin, Public 

 

Mayor Stiehm called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. 

 

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Cub Scout Pack 109. 

 

Added to the Agenda: 

 

Additional Bid Opening 

 

 5.   Receiving bids for Dobbins Creek Sanitary Sewer Lift Station. 

(res)   a. Awarding Bid. 

 

Additional Backup 

 

(res) 8. Approving a dedicated bike lane on 12
th

 Street SW from Oakland Avenue to 16
th

 

Avenue. (updated resolution) 

 

 15. Paid on call firefighter pension issue.  (Letter from Dan Sparks)  

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Carolan, approving the 

agenda as amended.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, 

approving the Council minutes from September 6, 2016.  Carried. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 



Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member King, approving the consent 

agenda as follows: 

 

Licenses: 

  Concrete:  JJ’s King Kong Crete, 980 22
nd

 Street SE, Owatonna 

  Exempt Gambling (raffle):  Austin Morning Lions Club on October 21, 2016 

  Exempt Gambling (raffle):  United Catholic Schools Foundation on November 2,  

    2016 

  Food:  Lou’s Sweet Treats, 708 14
th

 Street NE 

  Food:  Tienda Y Restaurante Verde Rancho dba Green Ranch, 507 1
st
 Street NW 

 Temporary 3.2 beer:  Austin Jaycees at the Cedars of Austin on September 24, 2016 

 Temporary Liquor:  Austin Jaycees at the Mower County Fairgrounds on October  

   8, 2016 

 

 Claims:  

a. Financial and Investment Report. 

b. Pre-list of Bills.  

  

 Event Applications:  

   Relay for Life Luminary Lighting on October 2, 2016 

   Ride it, Race it, Walk it – Pacelli 5/10k on October 8, 2016 

                                                                                                           

Carried. 

 

BID OPENINGS AND AWARDS: 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang stated the City received bids for the demolition of 1916 3
rd

 

Avenue NE and 1205 4
th

 Street NW.  The following bids were received: 

 

 Hansen Hauling & Excavating  $15,890 

 Fitzgerald Excavating   $21,500 

 

Mr. Lang recommended awarding the bid to Hansen Hauling & Excavating. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Enright, adopting a resolution 

awarding the bid for residential building demolition to Hansen Hauling & Excavating.  Carried 

7-0. 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang stated the City received bids for Dobbins Creek Sanitary 

Sewer Lift Station.  The following bids were received: 

 

 Contractor                          Base Bid                          Alternate  Low Bid  

  

            Pember Companies, Inc.      $287,815.50                   ($28,745.00) $259,070.50 

 RL Larson Excavating, Inc. $278,105.01  ($12,599.99)          $265,505.02 

 Alcon Construction Corp.    $266,549.77   $65,200.00          $266,549.77 



 Meyer Contracting            $386,001.50  ($22,307.00)          $363,694.50   

 

Mr. Lang recommended awarding the bid to Pember Companies, Inc.  

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Enright, adopting a resolution 

awarding the bid for Dobbins Creek Sanitary Sewer Lift Station to Pember Companies, Inc.  

Carried 7-0. 

 

PETITIONS AND REQUESTS: 

 

Director of Administrative Services Tom Dankert stated the tax levy payable in 2017 is proposed at 

$5,341,000.  He requested the Council set the proposed levy and budget as it needs to be certified to 

Mower County before September 30, 2016.  Mr. Dankert also set the date for the annual Truth in 

Taxation hearing on December 6, 2016 at 6:00 p.m. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a resolution 

approving 2017 property tax levy and proposed budget.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang stated as part of the Highway 105 reconstruction a portion of 

12
th

 Street SW was to include a bike Sharrow or shared bike/vehicle lane.  Due to the installation 

of the fog line, the sharrow was to be installed in the passenger wheel area.  Mr. Lang 

recommended against the sharrow and for a dedicated bike lane on 12
th

 Street SW for better bike 

safety. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, adopting a 

resolution rescinding resolution 15034.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Mr. Lang added that he talked to MnDot and the parties agreed not to immediately restrict parking 

on 12
th

 Street SW. 

 

Moved by Council Member Hagen, seconded by Council Member Carolan, adopting a resolution 

approving a dedicated bike lane on 12
th

 Street SW from Oakland Ave to 16
th

 Avenue.  Carried 7-0. 

 

City Clerk Ann Kasel presented a proposed ordinance providing for the licensing of brewer tap 

rooms, brew pubs and brewery off-sale.  Ms. Kasel stated breweries are an expanding industry in 

Minnesota and there has been interest expressed in opening one in Austin.  The proposed 

ordinance refers to the Statutes for regulation of the license and therefore the ordinance would 

stay current as the Statutes are updated.  

 

Moved by Council Member Jordal, seconded by Council Member Enright, for preparation of the 

brewery ordinance.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, for adoption 

and publication of the brewery ordinance.  Carried 7-0. 

 



Fire Chief Jim McCoy requested the Council approve a contract with Brycer, LLC.  He stated the 

Council adopted the 2015 Minnesota Fire Code which requires annual inspections of fire 

suppression, alarm and safety systems in the City.  Brycer, LLC submitted a contract to administer 

the Compliance Engine at no cost to the City for the next three years.  Chief McCoy recommended 

approving the contract with Brycer, LLC. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a resolution 

approving a contract with Brycer, LLC for the Compliance Engine.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, authorizing the sale of 

surplus Park and Rec property.  Carried. 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang stated the City’s 4
th

 Avenue Mill Pond dam and East Side 

Lake dam are in need of inspection and the City received a proposal from SEH, Inc. for the 

inspection of the dams in the amount of $12,850.  He recommended extending the contract to 

SEH, Inc. in the amount of $12,850. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Hagen, adopting a resolution 

approving a proposal for dam inspections.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Moved by Council Member Hagen, seconded by Council Member Enright, adopting a resolution 

granting a Sunday on-sale hard liquor license to Bicabut, Inc. dba the Bakery II Lounge.  Carried 7-

0. 

 

Moved by Council Member Hagen, seconded by Council Member Jordal, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department authorization to remove junk and/or illegally stored vehicles at 1014 11
th

 

Avenue SW, Novak Property.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Jordal, seconded by Council Member Enright, granting the Planning and 

Zoning Department authorization to remove junk and/or illegally stored vehicles at 907 10
th

 Avenue 

SW, Castlerock Property.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Carolan, granting the 

Planning and Zoning Department authorization to remove junk and/or illegally stored vehicles at 

1009 10
th

 Avenue SW, Hommerding Property.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Enright, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department authorization to remove junk and/or illegally stored vehicles at 903 10
th

 

Avenue SW, Molina/Soto Property.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member King, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department authorization to remove junk and/or illegally stored vehicles at 1201 10
th

 

Avenue SW, Williamette Property.  Carried. 

 

City Administrator Craig Clark provided information on a paid on-call firefighter pension issue.  Mr. 

Clark stated the City historically allocated a portion of its fire aid to the on-call firefighters and 



retained a portion.  As part of a clean-up provision (eliminating obsolete laws that don’t affect 

anyone) a law was changed in 2013 and eliminated the option for the City to retain a portion of the 

fire aid.  The City of Austin was apparently the only city that relied on this law.  The City did not 

know about this change in the law until February 2016 and tried to work with the legislature to 

reverse the law.  However, this was not completed in the legislature and they will attempt it again 

next year.  However, the State Auditor sent a letter the City stating it must remit $214,605.99 in state 

aid to the Fire Relief association to make up for the 2013-2015 transfers.  

 

Representative Jeanne Poppe stated she, along with Senator Sparks, worked on getting the statute 

changed but there was difficulty obtaining a hearing with the pension chair.  She added ultimately a 

pension bill was not passed in 2016 anyways.  She is committed to fixing the issue at the next 

legislative session. 

 

REPORTS 

 

City Administrator Craig Clark stated Austin is one of 25 finalist cities that could be selected for 

an assessment of the proposed regulations on the waste water treatment plant.  Fifteen cities will 

ultimately be selected for the program. 

 

Library Director Ann Hokanson stated the annual fall book sale will take place in October and 

the Library will accept donations at the end of September.  

 

City Administrator Craig Clark stated Welcoming Week is going on now through September 

25
th

.  There are several events going on throughout the community promoting inclusion and 

diversity. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Jordal, adjourning the 

meeting to October 3, 2016.  Carried. 

 

Adjourned:    5:56 p.m.   

  

Approved:   October 3, 2016   

   

Mayor:       

 

City Recorder:       

 


