
M I N U T E S 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

October 3, 2016 

5:30 PM 

Council Chambers 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Stiehm.  Council Members Michael Jordal, Jeremy Carolan, 

Jeff Austin, Judy Enright, David Hagen and Council Member-at-

Large Janet Anderson 

 

MEMBERS ABSENT: Council Member Steve King 

        

STAFF PRESENT: City Administrator Craig Clark, Director of Administrative 

Services Tom Dankert, Public Works Director Steven Lang, Fire 

Chief Jim McCoy, City Attorney David Hoversten, Police Chief 

Brian Krueger, Park and Rec Director Kim Underwood Planning 

and Zoning Administrator Holly Wallace and City Clerk Ann 

Kasel 

 

OTHERS PRESENT: Tanya Medgaarden, Matt Cano, Laura Helle, Greg Siems, KAUS 

Radio, Austin Daily Herald, Public 

 

Mayor Stiehm called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. 

 

Removed from the Agenda: 

 

(res) 17. Approving a lease agreement with the Young Men’s Christian Association of Austin, 

Minnesota. 

 

Moved by Council Member Hagen, seconded by Council Member Enright, approving the agenda 

as amended.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, 

approving the Council minutes from September 19, 2016.  Carried. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Hagen, approving the 

consent agenda as follows: 

 

 Licenses:  

  Motel (transfer):  Jay Laxmi, Inc. dba Rodeway Inn and Suites 

  Sign Installer:  Sign Service, LLC, PO Box 768, Dubuque, Iowa 

  Taxi Driver:  Samantha Hegna, 411 10
th

 Street NW, Apartment #1  

 

 



Claims: 

a. Credit Card Report 

b. Claims:  John McDermott, 1607 2nd Avenue SE.  The matter has been 

forwarded to the City Attorney to protect the City’s interest. 

 

        Event Applications: 

  Fire Station Open House on October 12, 2016 

                                                                                                           

Carried. 

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 

City Clerk Ann Kasel presented the assessment rolls for the fall assessment hearings.  Each 

property owner was mailed a notice of hearing and the notices were published in the Austin 

Daily Herald.  The property owners will have until October 31
st
 to pay with no interest otherwise 

the assessment will be placed on their property taxes at 4.5% interest.   

 

A public hearing was held for the assessment for miscellaneous sidewalk, indrive and sewer line 

projects. 

 

There were no public comments. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Hagen, adopting a resolution for 

miscellaneous sidewalk, indrive and sewer line projects.  Carried 6-0. 

 

A public hearing was held for the assessments for 2015-2016 grass and weed removal. 

 

There were no public comments. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Austin, adopting a resolution for 

2015-2016 grass and weed removal.  Carried 6-0. 

 

A public hearing was held for assessments for 2015-2016 snow removal. 

 

There were no public comments. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Austin, adopting a resolution for 

2015-2016 snow removal.  Carried 6-0. 

 

A public hearing was held on assessments for 2015-2016 junk and garbage removal. 

 

There were no public comments. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Carolan, adopting a resolution 

for 2015-2016 junk and garbage removal.  Carried 6-0. 

 



A public hearing was held on assessments for tree and brush removal.  

 

There were no public comments. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, adopting a 

resolution for tree and brush removal.  Carried 6-0. 

 

PETITIONS AND REQUESTS: 

 

Director of Administrative Services Tom Dankert stated the City is working with Intereum for 

the office furniture on the City Hall remodeling project.  Intereum provided an estimate for the 

design and installation of the office furniture in the amount of $165,348.  Mr. Dankert added 

there is approximately $109,700 left in contingency on the project and recommended awarding 

the contract to Intereum. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Hagen, adopting a resolution 

awarding a contact with Intereum for office furniture on the City Hall remodel.  Carried 6-0. 

 

Director of Administrative Services Tom Dankert stated the City is working with UHL for 

security cameras at City hall.  There would be a total of eight cameras on the inside and outside 

of the building.  UHL provided an estimate in the amount of $12,618 for the cameras and Mr. 

Dankert recommended awarding the contract to UHL. 

 

Moved by Council Member Hagen, seconded by Council Member Enright, adopting a resolution 

awarding a contract with UHL for City Hall security cameras.  Carried 6-0. 

 

City Clerk Ann Kasel presented a proposed election plan and cost allocation with Mower 

County.  The agreement provides election logistics and a breakdown of the costs the City is 

responsible for with the election.  This agreement will provide set election costs for the City as 

the billing has been sporadic from the County in the past.  Ms. Kasel recommended approval of 

the agreement. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Carolan, adopting a 

resolution approving an election plan and cost allocation with Mower County.  Carried 6-0. 

 

Park and Recreation Director Kim Underwood stated the City received proposals for an alarm 

and camera system at the Nature Center.  The following companies submitted proposals: 

 

 Heartland Security  $21,538 

 Paape Companies, Inc. $41,538 

 Phone Station, Inc.  $33,375 (camera system only) 

 

Ms. Underwood recommended awarding the bid to Heartland Security. 

 



Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Hagen, adopting a resolution 

approving a security alarm and camera agreement with Heartland Security for the Nature Center.  

Carried 6-0. 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang stated a resident petitioned for their sidewalk to be replaced 

by the City.  Under the sidewalk replacement program Julia and Jamie Rembao can have the 

work completed and assessed to their property taxes for a period of ten years.  Mr.  Lang 

recommended approval of the agreement. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Jordal, adopting a resolution 

approving a sidewalk replacement agreement.  Carried 6-0. 

 

Planning and Zoning Administrator Holly Wallace presented an agreement with Mower County 

for an All-Hazard Mitigation Plan.  The plan is updated every five years to incorporate new 

projects thought the County.  The City is required to adopt the plan to be eligible for FEMA 

funding in a disaster situation.  

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, adopting 

a resolution adopting an all-hazard mitigation plan with Mower County.  Carried 6-0. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Carolan, adopting a 

resolution accepting donations to the City of Austin.  Carried 6-0. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Carolan, granting the 

Planning and Zoning Department authorization to remove junk and/or illegally stored vehicles at 

401 9
th

 Street SW, Sanchez Property.  Carried.  

 

CITIZENS ADDRESSING THE COUNCIL 

 

Syd Brown, 2301 10
th

 Street NW, expressed concerns about a building project in the Fox Point 

area. 

 

Marvin Repinski noted the library is having an upcoming book sale and that there are library 

books to be given away prior to the sale.  

 

REPORTS 

 

Council Member-at-Large Anderson stated there was a media event earlier in the day to kick off 

the Paint the Town Pink events which are scheduled for January 30
th

 to February 12
th

.   

 

Council Member Hagen stated there will be a Hunt for a Cure event in connection with Paint the 

Town Pink on Saturday, October 8
th

 from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. in LeRoy. 

 

Council Member Carolan stated a benefit will be held for Brian Staska at the fairgrounds on 

October 8
th

 from 1:00 to 10:00 p.m.  There will be a silent and live auction along with music and 

food. 



 

City Administrator Craig Clark stated the red bikes will be collected by October 15
th

.  

 

Planning and Zoning Administrator Holly Wallace stated there will be a meeting to review the 

draft comprehensive plan on October 20
th

 from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m. at the Ruby Rupner Auditorium 

at the Nature Center. 

 

City Clerk Ann Kasel stated absentee voting is now open at the Mower County Auditor’s office. 

  

Director of Park and Recreation Kim Underwood stated crews are working to replace the sand in 

playgrounds that were washed away from flooding. 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang stated he received some concerns about an emergency 

crossing not being open during flooding at the 4
th

 Avenue railroad track crossing.  He stated that 

crossing would only be open to emergency vehicles when Oakland Place and 8
th

 Avenue NE 

were impassable.  This did not happen with the most recent flooding event.  He added that this 

was the 7
th

 highest flood on the Cedar River and the 3
rd

 highest on Turtle Creek.  

 

Fire Chief McCoy stated the annual Fire Department open house is Wednesday, October 12
th 

from 5-7 p.m. at the fire station. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Enright, adjourning the 

meeting to October 17, 2016.  Carried. 

 

Adjourned:   5:56 p.m.    

  

Approved:   October 3, 2016   

   

Mayor:       

 

City Recorder:       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


