
M I N U T E S 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

October 17, 2016 

5:30 PM 

Council Chambers 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Stiehm.  Council Members Michael Jordal, Jeremy Carolan, 

Jeff Austin, Judy Enright, Steve King, David Hagen and Council 

Member-at-Large Janet Anderson 

 

MEMBERS ABSENT:  

        

STAFF PRESENT: City Administrator Craig Clark, Director of Administrative 

Services Tom Dankert, Public Works Director Steven Lang, Fire 

Chief Jim McCoy, City Attorney David Hoversten, Police Captain 

David McKichan, Park and Rec Director Kim Underwood, 

Planning and Zoning Administrator Holly Wallace, Library 

Director Ann Hokanson and City Clerk Ann Kasel 

 

OTHERS PRESENT: Karen Mattson, Laura Helle, Tanya Medgaarden, Tedd Maxfield, 

Steve Kime, Mark Lang, Dan Goshorn, KAUS Radio, Austin 

Daily Herald, Post Bulletin, Public 

 

Mayor Stiehm called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. 

 

Added to the Agenda: 

 

15. Approving final project costs on the Waste Water Treatment Plant excess flow 

improvement project. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member King, approving the agenda 

with additions.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, seconded by Council Member Enright, 

approving the Council minutes from October 3, 2016.  Carried. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member King, approving the consent 

agenda as follows: 

  

 Licenses: 

  Cab Driver:  Kerry Leachman, 722 37
th

 Street SW, Austin 

  Cab Driver:  Ruth Wittmer, 1610 1
st
 Avenue SW, Austin 

  Sign Installer:  Nesper Sign Advertising, Inc., 4620 J Street SW, Cedar  

   Rapids, IA 



 

 Claims: 

a. Pre-list of bills.  

b. Financial and Investment Reports. 

 

              Event Applications: 

 Christmas in the Southwest on December 1, 2016 

                                                                                                           

Carried. 

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 

A public hearing was held for the abatement of taxes for 5 years petitioned by Scott Fox under 

the Austin Home Initiative Program.  City Administrator Craig Clark stated Mr. Fox is proposing 

to build a $450,000 to $500,000 home on 29
th

 Avenue NE and the estimated tax abatement 

would be $11,255. 

 

There were no public comments. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, adopting a resolution 

approving an abatement request from Scott Fox under the Austin Home Initiative Program.  

Carried 7-0. 

 

A public hearing was held for the Minnesota Small Cities Development Program grant that was 

used in the Crane Addition area of Austin.  Karen Mattson of the Housing and Redevelopment 

Authority stated there were seven owner-occupied homes that were rehabilitated and the public 

hearing was a requirement to close out the grant.    

 

There were no public comments. 

 

PETITIONS AND REQUESTS: 

 

City Administrator Craig Clark presented a modified lease with the YMCA for the rec center.  

The agreement has already been passed by the YMCA and allocates $100,000 to the YMCA for 

the operation of a youth activity center and children’s play area which will be free of charge to 

the public.  There was an additional $100,000 which was previously included to cover other 

public areas but now that $100,000 will be allocated for scholarships at the Council’s discretion. 

 

Council Member-at-Large Anderson stated she appreciated everyone’s hard work and 

willingness to compromise on the project.  

 

Council Member Austin thanked the staff for their work especially Mr. Dankert and Ms. 

Underwood. 

 

Mayor Stiehm stated everyone worked hard on the project.  

 



Council Member Jordal spoke against the project stating a large portion of the citizens are 

against the project and he was not in support of it. 

 

Council Member Hagen stated most people he talked to were in favor of the project once they 

know more about it.  

 

Council Member King stated the rec center is a gift to Austin and will be good for the 

community. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Hagen, adopting a resolution 

approving a lease agreement with the Young Men’s Christian Association of Austin, Minnesota. 

Carried 5-2 with Council Members Carolan and Jordal voting nay. 

 

Planning and Zoning Administrator Holly Wallace reviewed the administrative citation 

ordinance.  The citations would be used for residents who violate various City ordinances 

repeatedly or refuse to comply with ordinance or licensing requirements.  The citations could be 

contested and the costs of the hearing would be paid by the non-prevailing party.  The property 

owner could also receive an assessment on their property.  The goal of the ordinance is to 

improve the quality of life in Austin. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member King, for preparation of the 

ordinance.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member King, for adoption and 

publication of the ordinance.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, seconded by Council Member Carolan, adopting 

a resolution approving establishing administrative penalties.  Carried 7-0. 

 

City Clerk Ann Kasel presented the discussion on changing off-sale regulations in the City code.  

The first proposed change would allow off-sales until 10:00 p.m. on weekdays.  Current 

ordinance stops sales at 8:00 p.m. but the State allows sales until 10:00 p.m. The second issue 

whether to allow 3.2 off-sale liquor in stores other than liquor establishments.  The current city 

ordinance prohibits the sale of 3.2 beer in stores other than liquor establishments.  The State does 

allow the sale of 3.2 in other establishments such as convenience stores.  Ms. Kasel noted the 

first reading of the ordinance requires unanimous approval and she requested if passed, the 

changes not be implemented until January 1, 2017 due to the current licensing renewal process. 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, seconded by Council Member Jordal, for 

preparation of the ordinance extending off-sale hours to 10:00 p.m. on Monday through 

Thursday.  Carried.  

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Jordal, for adoption and 

publication of the ordinance extending off-sale hours to 10:00 p.m. on Monday through 

Thursday. Carried 7-0. 

 



Mark Lang, owner of Bobee Jo’s Bar, spoke against the expansion of the sale of 3.2 off-sale 

beer.  He stated it would harm small businesses in the community and that 19.8% of his gross 

sales come from 3.2 off-sale.  

 

Dan Goshorn, 1302 28
th

 Street SW, the Hy-vee store director, spoke in favor of the ordinance 

passing because it would be a convenience to his shoppers.  

 

Council Member Hagen stated he checked with stores in the community and they generally were 

not in favor of the ordinance.  

 

Council Member King stated he would like to create a positive community and doesn’t support 

alcohol being more accessible to adults and minors. 

 

Council Member Austin stated he appreciates staff’s efforts to get the City code up to date but he 

doesn’t support the sale of 3.2 beer in stores.  

 

Council Member Jordal spoke in favor of the change stating the majority of the country sells 

strong beer in grocery stores.  He added that he felt open market competition is a good thing.  

 

Mayor Stiehm stated he was against the ordinance because it would hurt more business than it 

helps.   

 

Moved by Council Member Jordal, seconded by Council Member Carolan, for preparation of the 

ordinance allowing 3.2 off-sale liquor in establishments other than liquor stores.  Motion failed 

3-4 with Council Members King, Austin and Hagen voting nay with the Mayor voting nay to 

break the tie and Council Member Enright abstaining.   

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Carolan, adopting a resolution 

accepting donations to the City of Austin.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang requested the Council finalize the project on the 2015 

pavement rehabilitation project at the Austin Municipal Airport.  He stated Council previously 

approved a contract with Struck & Irwin Paving and the project has been completed with a final 

cost of $206,263.86.  The project costs are split between Federal, State and local jurisdictions 

and Mr. Lang requested final approval of the costs.  He added that there is an additional warranty 

on the project through May of 2017 due to sand separation from the slurry mix. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, adopting 

a resolution approving final project costs on the Austin Municipal Airport pavement 

rehabilitation project.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang stated the City previously approved design services from 

Bolton & Menk for rainfall analysis on the Turtle Creek watershed district with Bolton & Menk 

proposing two stormwater pumping stations in the estimated amount of $3 million.  The City 

would like SEH to evaluate the current rainfall analysis using their knowledge of the Cedar River 



Watershed district and SEH has provided an estimate in the amount of $8,000 for the work.  Mr. 

Lang recommended awarding the contract to SEH, Inc. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Hagen, adopting a resolution 

awarding engineering review services to SEH on the Turtle Creek Flood Mitigation project.  

Carried 7-0. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Enright, adopting a resolution 

declaring the property located at 601 10
th

 Avenue SW a hazardous structure.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Carolan, granting the 

Planning and Zoning Department authorization to remove junk and/or illegally stored vehicles at 

401 21
st
 Street SW, Durren Property.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Carolan, granting the 

Planning and Zoning Department authorization to remove junk and/or illegally stored vehicles at 

707 9
th

 Avenue SW, Whalen Property.  Carried. 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang stated the wastewater excess flow improvement project at 

the Waste Water Treatment Plant has been completed with a final project cost of $2,846,361.51.  

Mr. Lang requested the Council approve the final quantities and construction costs. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Hagen, approving final 

project costs on the Waste Water Treatment Plant excess flow improvement project.  Carried 7-0. 

 

REPORTS 

 

City Administrator Craig Clark stated he received notification that Austin will be one of the 

waste water treatment plants studied for the new permitting process.  

 

Fire Chief McCoy thanked the community for their support at the Brian Staska benefit. 

 

Captain McKichan stated Mower County Deputy Brady Muelken passed away over the weekend 

of natural causes. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adjourning the meeting 

to November 7, 2016.  Carried. 

 

Adjourned:   6:11 p.m.    

  

Approved:   November 7, 2016   

   

Mayor:       

 

City Recorder:       

 


