
M I N U T E S 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

November 7, 2016 

5:30 PM 

Council Chambers 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Stiehm.  Council Members Michael Jordal, Jeremy Carolan, 

Jeff Austin, Judy Enright, Steve King, David Hagen and Council 

Member-at-Large Janet Anderson 

 

MEMBERS ABSENT:  

        

STAFF PRESENT: City Administrator Craig Clark, Director of Administrative 

Services Tom Dankert, Public Works Director Steven Lang, City 

Attorney David Hoversten, Police Chief Brian Krueger, Park and 

Rec Director Kim Underwood, Planning and Zoning Administrator 

Holly Wallace and Human Resources Director Trish Wiechmann   

 

OTHERS PRESENT: KAUS Radio, Austin Daily Herald, Post Bulletin, Public 

 

Mayor Stiehm called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Jordal, approving the agenda.  

Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, seconded by Council Member Enright, 

approving the Council minutes from October 17, 2016.  Carried. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Hagen, approving the 

consent agenda as follows: 

  

Licenses: 

 Exempt Gambling (raffle):  Austi Youth Hockey Assn. on January 1, 2017 

 Plumbing: Kaduce Plumbing & Heating, 527 N. Main., Winnebago, MN  

 Tree Service:  Strom Tree Service, 606 5
th

 Street SE, Little Falls, MN 

 

  Claims: 

a. Credit Card Report. 

b. Pre-list of bills. 

 

 Event Applications: 

  Christmas in the City on November 25, 2016 

 

 



 Petitions and Requests: 

 

a. Setting the election canvassing board meeting for November 17, 2016 at  

      12:00 p.m. in the City Hall Conference room. 

 

 b.  Authorizing the City Recorder/Treasurer to sign a waiver indicating the City  

      does not waive the statutory tort limits. 

                                                                                                           

Carried. 

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 

A public hearing was held for the abatement of taxes for 5 years petitioned by Patrick and 

Angela Harty under the Austin Home Initiative Program.  The Harty’s are proposing to build a 

$450,000 home on 6
th

 Street NE. 

 

There were no public comments. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a resolution 

approving an abatement request from Patrick and Angela Harty under the Austin Home Initiative 

Program.  Carried 7-0. 

 

A public hearing was held for the abatement of taxes for 5 years petitioned by Bigelow and 

Lennon Construction under the Austin Home Initiative Program.  They are proposing to build a 

$500,000 twin home on 28
th

 Street SW. 

 

There were no public comments. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a resolution 

approving an abatement request from Bigelow and Lennon Construction under the Austin Home 

Initiative Program.  Carried 7-0. 

 

PETITIONS AND REQUESTS: 

 

Planning and Zoning Administrator Holly Wallace stated there have been requests from 

food wagon owners to operate on public property in the downtown area.  The Council 

previously reviewed and recommended approval of the Brick Furniture lot and the north 

half of the Municipal Pool parking lot for a limited number of food wagons in the summer 

of 2017.  Ms. Wallace requested the Council approve food wagons in the old Library lot 

also. Food wagon operators could also work with businesses to park in their private parking 

lots for food vending, if desired.   

 

Council Member-at-Large Anderson asked if there was a time restriction in the lots. 

 

Ms. Wallace stated currently there was not a proposed time restriction but if there were 

issues in the future the Council could revisit it. 



 

Council Member Enright spoke in support of additional locations. 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, seconded by Council Member Jordal, approving 

food wagons in the north half of the Municipal pool parking lot, in the Brick Furniture parking 

lot and in the old library lot.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, adopting 

a resolution accepting donations to the City of Austin.  Carried 7-0. 

 

City Administrator Craig Clark requested the Council authorize the joint powers agreement with 

the State of Minnesota to allow the City attorney to access an electronic system for prosecution 

purposes. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Hagen, adopting a resolution 

approving joint powers agreements with the State of Minnesota and the City of Austin on behalf 

of its City Attorney and Police Department.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Human Resources Director Trish Wiechmann requested the Council approve a three year labor 

agreement with the International Association of Firefighters (IAFF).   

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Austin, adopting a resolution 

approving a union contract with IAFF.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Human Resources Director Trish Wiechmann requested the Council approve health insurance 

rates for 2017.  There will be a rate increase for 2017 and an additional plan available.  She 

added this is a higher increase due to the significant amount of claims in 2015 and 2016. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Enright, adopting a resolution 

approving health insurance rates for 2017.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Human Resources Director Trish Wiechmann requested the Council approve health insurance 

rates for non-bargaining employees.  

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, adopting a 

resolution approving health insurance rates for non-bargaining employees for 2017.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang requested the Council approve an extension of an agreement 

with Swenson Trucking for snow removal at the Austin Municipal Airport.  Swenson Trucking 

held the contract the prior year and City staff was pleased with their work.  The 2016-2017 

winter rate would be at $140 per hour. 

 

Moved by Council Member Hagen, seconded by Council Member Enright, adopting a resolution 

approving an extension of a contract with Swenson Trucking for snow removal at the Austin 

Municipal Airport.  Carried 7-0. 

 



Public Works Director Steven Lang requested the Council pass a resolution for a variance on the 

Oakland Place bridge project.  The project was not reviewed for state-aid funding participation 

and this variance would allow it to be. 

 

Moved by Council Member Hagen, seconded by Council Member Enright, adopting a resolution 

approving a variance for the Oakland Place Bridge Replacement project.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Enright, adopting a resolution 

accepting a grant for Fire Department Radios.  Carried 7-0. 

 

REPORTS 

 

Council Member Austin encouraged citizens to get out and vote. 

 

Council Member-at-Large Anderson also encouraged people to vote adding that the City website 

has a lot of good information on it. 

 

Parks and Recreation Director Kim Underwood stated curling league will begin soon. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adjourning the meeting 

to November 21, 2016.  Carried. 

 

Adjourned:   5:50 p.m.    

  

Approved:   November 21, 2016   

   

Mayor:       

 

City Recorder:       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


