
M I N U T E S 
CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

December 19, 2016 

5:30 PM 
Council Chambers 

 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Stiehm.  Council Members Michael Jordal, Jeremy Carolan, 

Jeff Austin, Judy Enright, Steve King, David Hagen and Council 
Member-at-Large Janet Anderson 

 
MEMBERS ABSENT:  

        
STAFF PRESENT: City Administrator Craig Clark, Director of Administrative 

Services Tom Dankert, Public Works Director Steven Lang, City 
Attorney David Hoversten, Police Chief Brian Krueger, Park and 

Rec Director Kim Underwood Planning and Zoning Administrator 
Holly Wallace and City Clerk Ann Kasel 

 
OTHERS PRESENT: Bob Cost, Paul Fischer, Laura Helle, KAUS Radio, Austin Daily 

Herald, Public 
 
Mayor Stiehm called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. 
 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, approving the agenda.  
Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, seconded by Council Member Jordal, approving 

the Council minutes from December 5, 2016 and the Truth In Taxation meeting from December 
6, 2016.  Carried. 
 
AWARDS AND RECOGNITIONS 

 
Mayor Stiehm recognized Steve Clark and Larry Dolphin on their retirements from the City. 
 
Public Works Director Steven Lang thanked Steve Clark for his 32 years in the Public Works 

Department and Parks and Recreation Director Kim Underwood thanked Larry Dolphin for his 
28 years at the Nature Center. 
 
Mayor Stiehm presented plaques and keys to the City to the retirees. 

 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, approving the consent 

agenda as follows: 
 
             Licenses: 



  Exempt Gambing (raffle):  Mower County Pheasants Forever on February 25,  
   2017 at the Holiday Inn 
  Temporary Liquor:  Austin Area Commission for the Arts on January 14, 2017  

  2016 License Renewals (Complete list available in Council Chambers.) 
 
 Claims:  

a. Investment Reports.   

b. Pre-list of Bills. 
c. Clifford Wollschlager, 26652 540

th
 Avenue, Lansing.  The matter has been 

forwarded to the City Attorney to protect the City’s interest. 
                                                                                          

Carried. 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS: 
 

A public hearing was held for the adoption of the 5-Year Capital Improvement Plan.  Director of 
Administrative Services Tom Dankert stated the City budgets for future improvements and sets 
forth the plan for those improvements in the five year document.  There are roughly 102 million 
dollars of projects proposed from 2017-2021, many of which are contingent on outside funding 

sources.   The Plan was reviewed in detail at work sessions throughout the year and Mr. Dankert 
recommended adopting the plan. 
 
There were no public comments. 

 
Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a resolution 
adopting the 2017-2021 5-Year Capital Improvement Plan.  Carried 7-0. 
 

PETITIONS AND REQUESTS: 
 

Director of Administrative Services Tom Dankert requested the Council adopt the 2017 tax levy 
in the amount of $5,341,000.  The Truth in Taxation meeting was held on December 6, 2016 
with Council making a recommendation for adoption at the next meeting.  The levy will be 
spread among all the taxable property in the City of Austin for the 2017 tax year.   

 
Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, adopting 
a resolution approving the tax levy for the year 2017.  Carried 7-0. 
 

Director of Administrative Services Tom Dankert requested the Council adopt the 2017 budget 
in the amount of $31,252,900.  The budget includes the same City services as 2016 plus moving 
a part-time secretary to full-time in the Fire Department.  The budget was also recommended for 
approval at the December 6, 2016 Truth in Taxation hearing. 

   
Moved by Council Member Hagen, seconded by Council Member Austin, adopting a resolution 
adopting the budget for the year 2017.   Carried 7-0. 
 



Director of Administrative Services Tom Dankert requested the Council authorize the 
cancellation of certain ad valorem tax levies.  The City has other revenue sources available to 
pay for the principal and interest on the bonds in 2017. 

 
Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Jordal, adopting a resolution  
authorizing cancellation of certain ad valorem tax levies. Carried 7-0. 

City Clerk Ann Kasel requested the Council pass a resolution granting licenses for the sale of on-
sale hard liquor, Sunday hard liquor on-sale, Sunday wine on-sale and 3.2 beer on and off-sale.   

 
Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Hagen, adopting a resolution  
granting 2017 licenses for sale of hard liquor on-sale, Sunday hard liquor on-sale, Sunday wine 
on-sale, and 3.2 beer on and off-sale.  Carried 6-0 with Council Member Enright abstaining. 

 
Public Works Director Steven Lang presented a construction agreement between the City and 
MnDOT for the 11

th
 Drive NE bridge project.  He stated the City would be financially 

responsible for 100% of the bike trail and sidewalk approaches; 50% of the cost to widen the 

sidewalk from 6 to 10 feet; all costs for aesthetics over the State’s 7% allowance and all costs 
over the State’s 2% landscaping allowance.  The estimated total cost to the City is $127,993.87.   
 
The project has been approved for funding from Vision 2020 and the Hormel Foundation with a 

grant in the amount of $150,000. 
 
Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Hagen, adopting a resolution  
approving an agreement with MnDOT for the 11

th
 Drive NE bridge project.  Carried 7-0. 

 
Public Works Director Steven Lang presented a proposed agreement with the Cedar River 
Watershed District for One Watershed One Plan.  The agreement would take the four county plan 
and the City’s plan for the watershed and combine them into one plan which would prioritize 

projects and increase chances of funding.  Mr. Lang requested approval of the agreement.   
 
Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Carolan, adopting a resolution  
approving a “One Watershed One Plan” agreement with the Cedar River Watershed District.   

Carried 7-0. 
 
Public Works Director Steven Lang requested the Council accept a $60,000 Mighty Ducks Grant 
from the Minnesota Amateur Sports Commission for the purchase of a new ice resurfacer for 

Riverside Arena.  The total cost of the ice resurfacer is $145,000. 
 
Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, adopting a resolution  
approving a Mighty Ducks grant agreement.  Carried 7-0. 

 
Public Works Director Steven Lang presented a proposed lease with VS Family Farms, LLC for 
farm rental on two farms.  The airport farm would rent at $50 per acre for the non-productive acres 
and $100 per acre for the productive acres and the Anderson farm would rent at $50 per acre for the 

non-productive acres and $200 per acre for the productive acres.   



 
Council Member Enright asked why the lease rates have decreased over the last few years. 
 

Mr. Lang stated the lease rates vary with input costs and commodity rates. 
 
Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Hagen, adopting a resolution  
approving an airport farm lease agreement with VS Family Farms, LLC.  Carried 7-0. 

 
Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Carolan, adopting a 
resolution accepting donations to the City of Austin.  Carried 7-0. 
 

Human Resources Director Trish Wiechmann requested the Council approve 2017-2019 wage 
increases for non-union, non-exempt personnel and non-union exempt personnel.  The proposed 
increases are consistent with the other settled labor agreements. 
 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a resolution  
approving 2017-2019 wage increases for non-union, non-exempt personnel.  Carried 7-0. 
 
Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Jordal, adopting a resolution  

approving 2017-2019 wage increases for non-union, exempt personnel.  Carried 7-0. 
 
Human Resources Director Trish Wiechmann requested Council approve an adjustment to 2% 
into a health care savings plan for non-exempt non-union employees and 3% for exempt, non-

union employees.  The change would not increase costs to the City because the contributions 
come solely from the employees.   
 
Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Jordal, adopting a resolution  

approving amended terms for non-union, non-exempt personnel participation in the Minnesota 
State Retirement Systems Healthcare Savings Plan.  Carried 7-0. 
 
Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Enright, adopting a resolution  

approving amended terms for non-union, exempt personnel participation in the Minnesota State 
Retirement Systems Healthcare Savings Plan.  Carried 7-0. 
 
Human Resources Director Trish Wiechmann requested the Council approve an agreement with 

the Austin Employees Association for 2017-2019.  The wage increase in the contract is 
consistent with the other settled labor agreements. 
 
Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, adopting a resolution  

approving a labor agreement with Austin Employees Association for 2017-2019.  Carried 7-0. 
 
Planning and Zoning Administrator Holly Wallace requested the Council approve hearing officer 
agreements with Donnelly Law Office, Adams, Rizzi, Sween, PA, Lee Bjorndal and Paul 

Spyhalski.  The hearing officers would be used for contested administrative citations. 
 
Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Enright, adopting a resolution  



approving hearing officer agreements for contested administrative citations.  Carried 7-0. 
 
Planning and Zoning Administrator Holly Wallace introduced Bob Cost of SEH, Inc. who 

presented the 2016 Comprehensive Land Use Plan which will be combined with the 2014 
Downtown Master Plan to replace the 2000 Comprehensive Land Use Plan.  Mr. Cost reviewed 
portions of the plan and recommended its adoption.   
 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a 
resolution adopting the Comprehensive Plan.  Carried 7-0. 
 
City Clerk Ann Kasel requested that Xiuhong Zhai be removed from the reappointment list for 

2017 City Boards and Commission.   
 
Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Enright, approving the 
following appointments and reappointments to City Boards and Commissions: 

 
  Appointments: 
 

Megan Burroughs to the Planning Commission, term ending 12/31/20    

Michael Postma to the Planning Commission, term ending 12/31/20 
Peggy Young to the Fire Civil Service, term ending 12/31/19 
Chris Grev to the Parks and Recreation Board, term ending 12/31/20 

 

  Reappointments: 
  Steve Kime to the Sustainability Taskforce, term ending 12/31/19 

Danielle Heiny to the Cable TV Committee, term ending 12/31/19 
Marv Repinski to the HRA, term ending 12/31/21 

Shawn Martin to the Human Rights Commission, term ending 12/31/2019 
Jessica Swanson to the Human Rights Commission, term ending 12/31/19 
Adam Pulchinski to the Human Rights Commission, term ending 12/31/19 
Alex Mayfield to the Library Board, term ending 12/31/19 

Julie Schramek to the Library Board, term ending 12/31/19  
Don Fox to the Pillars of the City Committee, term ending 12/31/19 
Belita Schindler to the Pillars of the City Committee, term ending 12/31/19 
Gretchen Ramlo to the Pillars of the City Committee, term ending 12/31/19 

Doug Myers to the Police Civil Service, term ending 12/31/19 
 
Carried. 
 

Director of Administrative Services Tom Dankert requested the Council set the 2017 mileage 
reimbursement at 53.5 cents per mile which is a decrease of .5 cents per mile from 2016.  The 
reimbursement would be available for City employees using their personal vehicles for business 
use. 

 
Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, adopting a resolution  
setting the mileage reimbursement rate for 2017.  Carried 7-0. 



 
City Administrator Craig Clark requested the Council approve an amendment to the conditional 
purchase agreement with Austin Utilities.  The conditions of the original purchase agreement 

cannot be met by December 31, 2016, as required in the original agreement.  The amendment 
would extend that date to June 30, 2017 and Austin Utilities has already approved the extension. 
 
Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Enright, adopting a resolution 

approving an amendment to the conditional purchase agreement with Austin Utilities.  Carried 7-
0. 
 
Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, adopting a resolution 

declaring the property located at 611 1
st
 Avenue NW a hazardous dwelling.  Carried 7-0. 

 
Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Carolan, granting the 
Planning and Zoning Department the authorization to remove junk and/or illegally stored 

vehicles at 801 10
th

 Street NE, Hernandez Property.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Austin, granting the Planning 
and Zoning Department the authorization to remove junk and/or illegally stored vehicles at 614 

13
th

 Street NE, Northstar Homes of America Property.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Jordal, granting the Planning 
and Zoning Department the authorization to remove junk and/or illegally stored vehicles at 504 

5
th

 Street NW, HPMN1 LLC Property.  Carried. 
 
REPORTS 
 

Council Member Carolan thanked the City for the time he served on Council. 
 
Council Member Jordal thanked City and the citizens for electing him to service. 
 

Council Member-at-Large Anderson and Council Members Austin, King and Enright all thanked 
Council Members Jordal and Carolan for their service.   
 
Mayor Stiehm presented Council Members Jordal and Carolan keys to the City. 

 
Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Carolan, adjourning the 
meeting to January 3, 2017.  Carried. 
 

Adjourned:   6:18 p.m.    
  
Approved:   January 3, 2017   
   

Mayor:       
 
City Recorder:       



 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 


