
M I N U T E S 

COMMITTEE-OF-THE-WHOLE WORK SESSION 

July 5, 2016 

City Hall Conference Room 

 
PRESENT:    Mayor Thomas Stiehm, Council Members Steve King, Michael Jordal, 

Jeremy Carolan, Jeff Austin, Judy Enright and Council Member-at-Large 

Janet Anderson  

 

ABSENT:  Council Member David Hagen 

 

STAFF PRESENT: City Administrator Craig Clark, Director of Administrative Services Tom 

Dankert, Public Works Director Steven Lang, Planning and Zoning 

Administrator Holly Wallace 

  

ALSO PRESENT:  Austin Daily Herald, Public 

 

Mayor Stiehm opened the meeting at 6:02 p.m.   

 

Item No. 1 – Temporary Family Health Care Dwelling – Holly Wallace  

 

Planning and Zoning Administrator Holly Wallace stated the State of Minnesota recently passed 

a law allowing temporary family health care dwellings which are mobile dwellings providing an 

environment facilitating a caregiver’s provision of care for a mentally or physically impaired 

person.  Since the new law limits or alters the City’s zoning ordinances staff recommends 

adopting an opt-out option to allow additional time to review the State’s requirements and 

determine if there is a demand or need for this these types of structures in Austin. 

 

Council Member Enright asked how long the City can opt-out. 

 

Ms. Wallace stated there is no limit and the City can opt-in at any time. 

 

Council Member Enright asked if Mower County has opted out. 

 

Ms. Wallace stated the Council did opt-out at the end of June.   

 

City Administrator Craig Clark stated the State has good intentions with this law but it needs to 

be refined to meet Austin’s needs.   

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Enright, to opt-out of the 

State’s temporary family health care dwelling law.  Carried.   

 

The item will be placed on the July 18, 2016 Council Agenda. 

 

Item No. 2 –Administrative Report 

 



City Administrator Craig Clark provided an update to the 2016 Council goals stating the City’s 

76 election judges will be trained soon and the City hall remodel project is moving forward.  The 

City is working with Riverland for leadership training for department heads and supervisors.  He 

also added that the Lions Park flood mitigation project will be on the next work session. 

 

Item No. 3 – Open Discussion 

 

Council Member Enright stated she is receiving e-mails regarding feral cats. 

 

Mayor Stiehm stated he had met with Captain McKichan regarding the matter and the Captain 

will address the Council at a future meeting. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Enright, adjourning the work 

session at 6:14 p.m. 

 

Respectfully Submitted: 

 

 

______________________ 

Ann M. Kasel 

City Clerk 

 


