
M I N U T E S 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

January 3, 2017 

5:30 PM 

Council Chambers 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Stiehm.  Council Members Jeff Austin, Judy Enright, Steve 

King, David Hagen, Laura Helle, Paul Fischer and Council 

Member-at-Large Janet Anderson 

 

MEMBERS ABSENT:  

        

STAFF PRESENT: City Administrator Craig Clark, Director of Administrative 

Services Tom Dankert, Public Works Director Steven Lang, Fire 

Chief Jim McCoy, Assistant City Attorney Craig Byram, Police 

Chief Brian Krueger, Park and Rec Director Kim Underwood 

Planning and Zoning Administrator Holly Wallace, City Clerk Ann 

Kasel and Human Resources Director Trish Wiechmann 

 

OTHERS PRESENT: Jason Baskin, Lia Culbert, Miguel Garate, Richard Lemons, Andre 

Goodlett, KAUS Radio, Austin Daily Herald, Public 

 

Mayor Stiehm called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. 

 

Director of Administrative Services Tom Dankert provided oaths of office to Mayor Stiehm and 

Council Members Laura Helle, Steve King and Paul Fischer.  Mr. Dankert also provided oaths of 

office to the City Administrator, City Engineer and Director of Administrative Services.   

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Austin, approving the 

agenda.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, seconded by Council Member King, approving 

the Council minutes from December 19, 2016.  Carried. 

 

AWARDS AND RECOGNITIONS 

 

Jason Baskin, Human Rights Commission Chair, read a statement regarding the Commission’s 

progress on Austin being a welcoming community.  He stated a resource guide would be placed 

on the Commission’s website for individuals that may need help with human rights issues. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, approving the consent 

agenda as follows: 

 

 



Licenses: 

  Cigarette:  JHT Vape, LLC, 204 Oakland Avenue West 

  Excavation:  Harty Mechanical, 1600 1
st
 Avenue NE 

  Exempt Gambling (raffle):  Cedar River Longbeards, National Wild Turkey 

    Federation on January 28, 2016 at the Holiday Inn  

  Hotel/Motel:  Rodeway Inn & Suites, 805 21
st
 Street NE  

  Massage Establishment:  Impact Martial Arts & Fitness, 1300C 18
th

 Avenue NW 

  Master Plumber:  1
st
 Class Plumbing & Heating, Inc.  PO Box 1077, Rochester 

  Master Plumber:  Harty Mechanical, 1600 1
st
 Avenue NE 

  Master Plumber:  Lone Star Plumbing, Box 100, Adams 

  Master Plumber:  Route 52 Plumbing & Heating, Inc., PO Box 98, Byron 

 

Claims: 

a. Financial and Credit Card Reports. 

b. Pre-list of bills. 

        

Carried. 

 

BID OPENINGS AND AWARDS: 

 

The City received bids for asbestos abatement at the low rate filter building located at the Waste 

Water Treatment Plant.  Public Works Director Steven Lang stated the following bids were 

received: 

 

      ECCO Midwest, Inc. $114,000 

      MAVO Systems $128,450 

      VCI Environmental $157,200 

      Envirobate, Inc. $194,400 

      Safe Air Systems $313,000 

      MAAC, Inc. $483,152          

 

Mr. Lang recommended awarding the bid to ECCO Midwest, Inc. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member King, awarding the bid for 

asbestos abatement at the low rate filter building to ECCO Midwest, Inc.  Carried 7-0. 

 

PETITIONS AND REQUESTS: 

 

Director of Administrative Services Tom Dankert requested the Council adopt a resolution 

designating the City’s financial institutions for 2017. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Enright, adopting a resolution  

designating depositories for checking and investments of public funds for 2017.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Mr. Dankert requested authorization for the City to participate in the 4M Fund which is the 

account where state aid money is deposited. 



 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, adopting 

a resolution authorizing membership in the 4M Fund.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Director of Administrative Services Tom Dankert requested the Council designate the official 

newspaper for 2017.  The Austin Daily Herald is the only newspaper that qualifies for such 

designation. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, designating the Austin 

Daily Herald as the official newspaper for the City of Austin for the year 2017.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Hagen, adopting a resolution  

accepting donations to the City.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Fischer, appointing Murielle 

Atewologun to the Library Board term expiring December 31, 2019.  Carried. 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang presented feasibility reports for the five street reconstruction 

projects for 2017.  He stated all the projects were feasible and requested the Council set public 

hearings for the projects on February 21, 2017.  

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Enright, adopting a resolution  

receiving feasibility report and calling a public hearing for February 21, 2017 for street 

improvements on 4th Ave NW (4th St NW to 12th St NW), Project 17101.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, adopting a resolution  

receiving feasibility report and calling a public hearing for February 21, 2017 street 

improvements on 1st St, 2nd St, 3rd St, 4th Ave, 5th Ave SW (1st St SW – 1st Ave to Dead End, 

2nd St SW – 1st Ave to 4th Ave SW, 3rd St SW – 4th Ave to 5th Ave SW, 4th Ave SW – 2nd St 

to 4th St SW & 5th Ave SW – 3rd St to 4th St SW), Project 17102.  Carried 7-0.  

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, adopting 

a resolution receiving feasibility report and calling a public hearing for February 21, 2017 for 

street improvements on in the Woodson School Area (6th St SE – 16th Ave SE to Dead End and 

16th Ave SE – 6th St to 8th Dr SE), Project 17103.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Enright, adopting a resolution  

receiving feasibility report and calling a public hearing for February 21, 2017 for street 

improvements on 5th Ave, 6th Ave, 7th Ave NW (5th Ave NW – 8th St to 11th St NW,  

6th Ave NW – 8th St to 11th St NW and 7th Ave NW – 8th St to 11th St NW), Project 17104.  

Carried 7-0. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Enright, adopting a resolution  

receiving feasibility report and calling a public hearing for February 21, 2017 for alley 

reconstruction south of 4
th

 Avenue NE from 9
th

 Street to 10
th

 Street NE, Project 17301.  Carried 

7-0. 



 

Human Resources Director Trish Wiechmann requested the Council approve a labor agreement 

with AFSCME for 2017-2019.  The terms of the agreement are consistent with the other 

negotiated labor agreements.  

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a resolution  

approving a labor agreement with AFSCME for 2017-2019.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Human Resources Director Trish Wiechmann requested the Council approve the extension of the 

City’s voluntary furlough policy. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, authorizing the 

extension of the voluntary furlough policy.  Carried. 

 

Fire Chief Jim McCoy requested the Council authorize the use of $20,677 in Fire PERA funds as 

a match for a FEMA Assistance to Firefighters Grant.  The grant would be used to purchase new 

SCBA gear for the department. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, adopting 

a resolution authorizing Fire PERA funds in the amount of $20,677 for a matching grant for 

SCBA Gear – budget adjustment number 1.  Carried 7-0. 

 

REPORTS 

 

Council Members Enright, King and Austin welcomed new Council Members Laura Helle and 

Paul Fischer. 

 

Council Member-at-Large Anderson thanked the Human Rights Commission for their report.  

She added that Paint the Town Pink is coming up with the Plunge on February 4
th

. 

 

Council Member Helle thanked the voters for electing her to office.   

 

Council Member Hagen welcomed the new council members and thanked Park and Rec Director 

Kim Underwood for opening warming the house at Skinner’s Hill. 

 

Council Member Fischer stated he is looking forward to working with the Council. 

 

City Administrator Craig Clark stated the legislative session has begun and the City will work 

closely with its legislators to lobby for local causes.  

 

Mayor Stiehm also welcomed the new Council Members.   

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Austin, adjourning the 

meeting to January 17, 2017.  Carried. 

 

 



Adjourned:   6:06 p.m.    

  

Approved:   January 17, 2017   

   

Mayor:       

 

City Recorder:       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


