
 M I N U T E S 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

March 6, 2017 

5:30 PM 

Council Chambers 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Stiehm.  Council Members Jeff Austin, Judy Enright, Steve 

King, David Hagen, Laura Helle and Paul Fischer  

 

MEMBERS ABSENT: Council Member-at-Large Janet Anderson 

        

STAFF PRESENT: City Administrator Craig Clark, Director of Administrative 

Services Tom Dankert, Public Works Director Steven Lang, Fire 

Chief Jim McCoy, Assistant City Attorney Craig Byram, Police 

Chief Brian Krueger, Interim Library Director Sara Steinhoff, Park 

and Rec Director Kim Underwood Planning and Zoning 

Administrator Holly Wallace, City Clerk Ann Kasel and Human 

Resources Director Tricia Wiechmann 

 

OTHERS PRESENT: Sarah Karki, Jaime Villalaz, Jose Rivera, Austin Daily Herald, 

Public 

 

Mayor Stiehm called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. 

 

Added to the Agenda: 

 

(res) 16.  Approving a small cell lease with Mobilitie.  

 

(mot) 18. Approving an electronics recycling event on May 13, 2017 at the Mower County   

Fairgrounds. 

 

(mot) 19.   Authorizing a silent auction at the Nature Center for surplus office furniture.   

 

License: Master Plumber:  US Patio Systems, 218 N. River Ridge Circle, Burnsville 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, approving the agenda 

as amended.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Fischer, approving the 

Council minutes from February 21, 2017.  Carried. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member King, approving the consent 

agenda as follows: 

 



 

 Licenses: 

  Food:  Jo-Ann Fabric and Craft Stores, 1700 17
th

 Street NW 

  Food:  Mayo Clinic Health Systems, 1000 1
st
 Drive NW 

  Master Plumber:  US Patio Systems, 218 N. River Ridge Circle, Burnsville 

Temporary Liquor:  Austin Area Commission for the Arts at the Paramount 

Theatre on April 1, 2017 and May 5, 2017 

 

 Claims: 

a. Credit Card Report 

b. Pre-list of bills. 

 

Carried with Council Member Helle abstaining. 

 

BIDS AND AWARDS: 

 

The City received the following bids for biosolids removal: 

 

 Bidder      Bid 

 Oyer Trucking     $490,500 

 United Liquid Waste Recycling, Inc.  $585,000 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang stated the City awards the bids every two years for biosolids 

removal.  The proposed contract would be for 2017 and 2018.  He recommended awarding the 

contract to Oyer Trucking. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a resolution 

awarding the bid for biosolids removal to Oyer Trucking.  Carried 6-0. 

 

PETITIONS AND REQUESTS: 

 

Parks and Recreation Director Kim Underwood stated that the Marcusen Association received a 

grant in the amount of $120,800 from the Hormel Foundation to replace the PA system and put 

up new lights at the ballpark.  The project’s total cost is $177,457 so the Association will have to 

raise the additional $56,657.  They have requested that the City loan them $56,675 on a lease 

program with payments over six years. 

 

Moved by Council Member Hagen, seconded by Council Member Enright, adopting a resolution 

approving a loan agreement with the Marcusen Park Association in the amount of $56,675  

for lights at Marcusen Park.  Carried 6-0. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, approving a 

membership in US Communities Cooperative Purchasing agreement.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Enright, adopting a resolution 

accepting donations to the City.  Carried 5-0 with Council Member Helle abstaining.  



 

Director of Administrative Services Tom Dankert requested the Council approve 2016 budget 

carryovers in the general fund, capital improvement fund, waste water treatment plant fund and 

the central garage fund.  The projects couldn’t be completed in 2016 so staff is requesting the 

funds be carried over into 2017 for project completion.   

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Enright, adopting a resolution 

approving 2016 budget carryovers – budget adjustment #3.  Carried 6-0. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a resolution 

approving an exceptional performance pay for Tom Dankert.  Carried 6-0. 

 

Director of Parks and Recreation Kim Underwood requested Council approval to donate one 

desk and four cabinets to the Austin Convention and Visitor’s Bureau in accordance with the 

City’s surplus equipment policy. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Enright, approving a donation 

of surplus equipment.  Carried 6-0. 

 

City Administrator Craig Clark requested Council approval to enter into a purchase agreement 

with Cottage Properties, LLC for 3.9 acres of City owned property known as Northwest Park.  

The property is currently being used as snow storage.  The purchase price of the property is 

$253,500 and the closing would occur on or before September 1, 2017. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a resolution 

approving the sale of a portion of Northwest Park.  Carried 6-0. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a resolution 

approving a 4% wage increase for the Police Chief and the Police Captain as of March 6, 2017.  

Carried 6-0. 

 

Human Resources Director Tricia Wiechmann requested authorization of the budgeted job 

classification and compensation study.   

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Hagen, approving the job 

classification and compensation study.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Enright, setting a public 

hearing for Tuesday, April 18
th

 at 5:30 p.m. for the annual stormwater public informational 

meeting.  Carried. 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang stated Mobilite would like to erect a small cell site on a 

power pole on 4
th

 Street SW, near the high school, similar to the cell sites installed by Verizon 

Wireless.  Mr. Lang presented the proposed lease agreement which would provide for payments 

of $2,700 a year with a 1.5% yearly increase.  The company is going to pay for a new streetlight 

which would be engineered to hold the small cell equipment.  Mr. Lang noted the pole and 



foundation are going to be owned by Mobilite and the City would retain the right to move the 

pole if required as part of a project.   

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member King, approving a small cell 

lease agreement with Mobilitie.  Carried 6-0. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member King, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally stored 

vehicles at 1701 18
th

 Avenue NW.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Austin, authorizing the 2017 

electronics recycling event on May 13, 2017.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Enright, authorizing a silent 

auction on April 1, 2017 at the Nature Center to sell surplus office furniture.  Carried.   

 

CITIZENS ADDRESSING THE COUNCIL 

 

Sarah Karki with the Austin Area Minority Business Project presented to the Council stating her 

organization is a collaboration of four businesses to form a non-profit to assist minority 

populations with business and immigration questions. 

 

Jaime Villalaz with the Latino Economic Development Center stated he manages the Austin 

office which provides business services to latinos and other minority populations.  They are 

located in the Town Center building on Main Street. 

 

Jose Rivera also with the Latino Economic Development Center stated he has experience to help 

build businesses in Austin and appreciates the City’s help. 

 

REPORTS 

 

Council Member Helle stated there is a Feeling History on Saturday, March 11
th

 and to visit the 

Austin Area Commission for the Arts’ website for more information.  

 

Police Chief Krueger stated there is the potential for severe weather in the evening and storm 

spotters are out on patrol. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Hagen, adjourning the meeting 

to March 20, 2017.  Carried. 

 

Adjourned:   5:55 p.m.    

  

Approved:   March 20, 2017   

   

Mayor:       

 



City Recorder:       


