
M I N U T E S 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

April 3, 2017 

5:30 PM 

Council Chambers 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Stiehm.  Council Members Jeff Austin, Judy Enright, Steve 

King, Paul Fischer and Council Member-at-Large Janet Anderson 

 

MEMBERS ABSENT: Council Members David Hagen and Laura Helle 

        

STAFF PRESENT: City Administrator Craig Clark, Director of Administrative 

Services Tom Dankert, Public Works Director Steven Lang, Fire 

Chief Jim McCoy, City Attorney David Hoversten, Police Chief 

Brian Krueger, Park and Rec Director Kim Underwood, Planning 

and Zoning Administrator Holly Wallace, and City Clerk Ann 

Kasel  

 

OTHERS PRESENT: KAUS Radio, Austin Daily Herald, Post Bulletin, Kris Fadness, 

AHS Boys Basketball Team, Tim and Emilia Tolliver, Public 

 

Mayor Stiehm called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Fischer, approving the agenda.  

Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, seconded by Council Member King, approving 

the Council minutes from March 20, 2017.  Carried. 

 

AWARDS AND RECOGNITIONS 

 

(Item was moved to later in the meeting) 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, approving the consent 

agenda as follows: 

 

  Licenses: 

   Massage Establishment:  Serenity Massage, 1002 Oakland Avenue West 

   Exempt Gambling (bingo):  American Legion Auxiliary Post 91 at the  

     Mower County Fair, August 8 -13, 2017 

 

  Claims:  

a. Pre-list of Bills.  



b. Gregory Hagen.  134 W. Clark Street, Apt. 2, Albert Lea.  The 

matter was forwarded to the City Attorney to protect the City’s 

interest. 

 

Carried. 

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS: 

 

A public hearing was held for a housing abatement request for Tim and Emilia Tolliver/Turtle 

Creek Construction.  The abatement would be for the home to pay no City real estate taxes for 

five years on the property.  The home is proposed to be valued at $405,000 and located in the 

Meadows addition. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adopting resolution 

approving the housing tax abatement request.  Carried 5-0. 

 

PETITIONS AND REQUESTS: 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, authorizing a reduction of 

sewer charges to $5,000 and a three month grace period with LL Parks.  Carried. 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang stated the City currently leases the waste transfer station to 

Waste Management.  The facility was leased for the last two years at a rate of $6,000 per year 

but the City negotiated the 2017-2018 lease at $32,400 per year due to changes in the waste 

stream.  Mr. Lang requested Council approval of the lease with Waste Management for the 

transfer station. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, adopting a resolution  

approving a transfer station lease agreement.  Carried 5-0. 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang requested the Council pass a resolution in support of 

retaining local control of public right-of-ways.  There is a bill in the legislature which would 

allow small cell wireless companies to place their equipment in the right-of-way without cities 

applying their authority.  Current legislation would also take away any lease payments to cities 

received from poles located in the right-of-way. 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, seconded by Council Member Austin, adopting a 

resolution reaffirming City authority to manage the public right-of-way.  Carried 5-0. 

 

Mayor Stiehm congratulated the Austin High School Boys’ Basketball team for their successful 2017 

season.  He stated the City is very proud of the team.   

 

Coach Fadness introduced the team and thanked the community for its support. 

 



Director of Administrative Services Tom Dankert requested Council waive the audit for the Blazing 

Star Trail fund.  The fund’s only activity last year was .93 cents of interest income and the City has 

waived the audit in past years. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Enright, adopting a resolution 

waiving the Blazing Star Trail audit.  Carried 5-0. 

 

Director of Administrative Services Tom Dankert requested the Council authorize the City be the 

fiscal agent for the Community Band in 2018. This would allow the band to receive additional 

grant funding.    

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, authorizing the 

City to be the fiscal agent for the Community Band.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a resolution  

accepting donations to the City of Austin.  Carried 5-0. 
 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Austin, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally stored 

vehicles at 1303 9th Avenue NW, Rodriguez Property.  Carried. 

 

REPORTS 

 

City Administrator Craig Clark stated he is working with the commissioners of the Minnesota 

Pollution Control Agency regarding the permit for the Waste Water Treatment Plant. 

 

Planning and Zoning Administrator Holly Wallace stated the City, Habitat for Humanity and the 

HRA have been involved in a walking survey in the northwest part of Austin   They will now be  

following up with residents as part of revitalization efforts and volunteers are needed to help.  

The tentative date for the surveys is May 5th and citizens can contact the Planning and Zoning 

office if interested. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adjourning the meeting 

to April 17, 2017.  Carried. 

 

Adjourned:    5:52 p.m.   

  

Approved:    April 17, 2017   

   

Mayor:       

 

City Recorder:       

 

 

 

 

 


