
M I N U T E S 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

May 1, 2017 

5:30 PM 

Council Chambers 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Stiehm.  Council Members Jeff Austin, Judy Enright, Steve 

King, David Hagen, Laura Helle, Paul Fischer and Council 

Member-at-Large Janet Anderson 

 

MEMBERS ABSENT:  

        

STAFF PRESENT: City Administrator Craig Clark, Director of Administrative 

Services Tom Dankert, Public Works Director Steven Lang, Fire 

Chief Jim McCoy, City Attorney David Hoversten, Police Chief 

Brian Krueger, Park and Rec Director Kim Underwood, Interim 

Library Director Sara Steinhoff, and Planning and Zoning 

Administrator Holly Wallace  

 

OTHERS PRESENT: Bob Rosel, Bill Spitzer, Kirsten Lindbloom, Nancy Schnable, 

Curtis Sorenson, KAUS Radio, Austin Daily Herald, Public 

 

Mayor Stiehm called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. 

 

The following items were added to the agenda: 

 

Consent Agenda: 

  Temporary outside on-sale liquor:  The Bakery II Lounge on May 27, 2017 

  Street closure:  3rd Avenue NE adjacent to VFW parking lot, May 20, 2017 

  Street closure:  Public parking lot behind The Bakery II Lounge on May 27, 2017 

 

Addition: 

(res) 20. Approving a minor subdivision of property petitioned by David G. Hillier and  

  Carolyn R. Hillier. 

 

Removed from Agenda: 

 15.  Approving a project close out for an airport grant. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Enright, approving the agenda 

as amended.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, seconded by Council Member Enright, 

approving the Council minutes from April 17, 2017.  Carried. 

 

AWARDS, RECOGNITIONS AND REPORTS 

 



Bob Rosel reported the annual Stamp Out Hunger Food Drive will be held on May 13, 2017.  He 

stated the City of Austin collected more food than Albert Lea last year and received a trophy.  

Residents are asked to place food next to their mailboxes on Saturday, May 13, 2017 and mail 

carriers will pick it up and deliver it to the Salvation Army.   

 

Bill Spitzer with Austin Positive Action Coalition stated the Minnesota Department of Human 

Services provided a $1 million grant for the Coalition.  One of the goals of the group is to reduce 

alcohol usage in young people by pursuing the positive norms of Austin instead of focusing on 

the negative.  He added that anyone in the community can be involved in the Coalition.   

 

Nancy Schnable provided the yearly Discover Austin report.  She stated tourism increased in 

2016 due to the opening of the SPAM Museum and other conferences.  She added that Discover 

Austin also relocated to the US Bank building downtown.   

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, approving the consent 

agenda as follows: 

 

 Licenses: 

  Concrete (transfer):  Lickteig and Bastyr Farms to Jim’s Excavating, LLC 

  Excavation (transfer):  Lickteig and Bastyr Farms to Jim’s Excavating, LLC  

  Food:  JKT90 Inc. dba Culvers, 1800 8th Street NW 

  Outside Liquor Sales:  Bobee Jo’s on June 24, July 22 & September 2, 2017 

  Sign Installer:  Albrecht Sign Company, Inc., 7775 Main St. NE, Fridley 

  Temporary 3.2 Beer:  Marcusen Park Baseball Association on June 22-25, 2017 

  Temporary outside on-sale liquor:  The Bakery II Lounge on May 27, 2017 

  Street closure:  Public parking lot behind The Bakery II Lounge on May 27, 2017 

    

 Claims:  

a. Pre-list of bills. 

b. Credit card report. 

 

            Event Applications: 

 Approving requests from the Mower County Fair Board  

 Annual Armed Forces Day Car Show at the VFW on May 20, 2017 

 

BID OPENINGS AND AWARDS: 

 

The City received bids for asphalt street reconstruction on 6th Street and 16th Avenue SE. 

 The following bid was received: 

 

 Contractor   Bid 

 Ulland Bros., Inc.  $925,946.62 

 



Public Works Director Steven Lang stated the project would consist of pavement removal, utility 

upgrades, curb & gutter, sidewalk replacement and asphalt paving improvements.  Mr. Lang 

recommended awarding the bid to Ulland Bros., Inc. 

 

Moved by Council Member Hagen, seconded by Council Member Enright, adopting a resolution 

awarding the bid for asphalt street reconstruction on 6th Street and 16th Avenue SE to Ulland 

Bros, Inc.  Carried 7-0. 

 

The City received bids for asphalt street reconstruction on 5th Avenue, 6th Avenue and 7th Avenue 

NW.  The following bid was received: 

 

 Contractor   Bid 

 Ulland Bros., Inc.  $881,175.60 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang stated the project would consist of pavement removal, utility 

upgrades, curb & gutter, sidewalk replacement and concrete paving improvements.  Mr. Lang 

recommended awarding the bid to Ulland Bros., Inc. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, adopting 

a resolution awarding the bid for asphalt street reconstruction on 5th Avenue, 6th Avenue and 7th 

Avenue NW to Ulland Bros, Inc.  Carried 7-0. 

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS:   

 

A public hearing was held for a tax abatement request from David Hillier/Turtle Creek 

construction for the property located at 3008 15th Avenue SW.   

 

There were no public comments. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a resolution 

approving a tax abatement request from David Hiller/Turtle Creek Construction.  Carried 7-0. 

 

A public hearing was held for a tax abatement request from Gail Nelson/David Hillier/Turtle 

Creek construction for the property located at 3010 15th Avenue SW. 

 

There were no public comments. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, adopting a resolution 

approving a tax abatement request from Gail Nelson/David Hiller/Turtle Creek Construction.  

Carried 7-0. 

 

A public hearing was held for a tax abatement request from New Horizon Homes, LLC for the 

property located at 1905 13th Avenue NE. 

 

There were no public comments. 

 



Moved by Council Member Hagen, seconded by Council Member Fischer, adopting a resolution 

approving a tax abatement request from New Horizon Homes, LLC.  Carried 7-0. 

 

PETITIONS AND REQUESTS: 

 

An ordinance for the off-sale of Sunday liquor was reviewed.  Director of Administrative 

Services Tom Dankert stated the ordinance failed to pass by a unanimous vote on the first 

reading which took place on April 17, 2017.  The City needs to modify its off-sale ordinance to 

be in compliance with State law which will allow Sunday off-sale beginning July 1, 2017. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, for preparation of the 

ordinance for the off-sale of liquor on Sundays beginning July 1, 2017.  Carried 5-1 with Council 

Member Hagen voting nay and Council Member Enright abstaining. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, for adoption and 

publication of the ordinance allowing off-sale liquor on Sundays beginning July 1, 2017.  Carried 

5-1 with Council Member Hagen voting nay and Council Member Enright abstaining.  

 

Director of Administrative Services Tom Dankert requested the Council approve participation in 

the State Auditor’s performance measurements program.  The City would have access to 

additional local government aid if the City completes a citizen survey.   

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, adopting 

a resolution affirming participation in the Office of the State Auditor’s voluntary 2017 

performance measurements program.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Director of Administrative Services Tom Dankert requested the Council approve an agreement 

with the Minnesota Department of Revenue for the revenue recapture service.  The City uses the 

program to collect outstanding debts from individuals and the State would like an updated 

agreement. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Austin, adopting a resolution 

approving an agreement with the Minnesota Department of Revenue for revenue recapture.  

Carried 7-0. 

 

Parks and Recreation Director Kim Underwood requested the Council revise an ordinance 

regarding animals at the Nature Center.  She stated the Center would like to begin educational 

programs for bees at the Nature Center and it is not allowed under current ordinance.  The 

language change would permit the Director to allow any species of animal at the center. 

  

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, seconded by Council Member Austin, for 

preparation of the ordinance allowing animals at the Nature Center.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, for 

adoption and publication of the ordinance allowing animals at the Nature Center. Carried 7-0. 

 



Public Works Director Steven Lang requested the Council approve an airport transfer agreement 

with the City of Baudette.  The Federal Aviation Administration allows cities to transfer money 

to other airports for their projects and get it back in the future. Mr. Lang proposed transferring 

$300,000 in 2017 and getting $150,000 back both in 2019 and 2020. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, adopting a resolution 

approving an airport funds transfer agreement.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, appointing Dan Ball to 

the Sustainability Taskforce, term expiring 12/31/2017.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Fischer, seconded by Council Member Austin, appointing Maria 

Anderson to the Sustainability Taskforce, term expiring 12/31/19.  Carried.   

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, adopting a resolution 

declaring the property located at 2006 6th Avenue NE a hazardous structure.  Carried 7-0. 
 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally stored 

vehicles at 404 Main Street South, Hauer Property.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Fischer, seconded by Council Member Austin, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally stored 

vehicles at 301 Main Street South, Gutz Property.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally stored 

vehicles at 105 2nd Street SE, Landherr Property.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally stored 

vehicles at 805 4th Street NW, Nedia Cantor, LLC Property. 

 

Planning and Zoning Administrator Holly Wallace requested a piece of property be subdivided 

from unplatted property next to the Tolliver property. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, approving a minor 

subdivision of property petitioned by David G. Hillier and Carolyn R. Hillier.  Carried 7-0. 

 

REPORTS 

 

Council Member-at-Large encouraged the public to explore the new Nature Center interpretive 

building. 

 

Council Member Hagen stated the Red Bike rollout will be on May 4, 2017 at 4:30 p.m. 

 



Public Works Director Steven Lang stated the electronics recycling event will be on May 13th 

from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.  He added that the City is looking for volunteers for the event. 

 

He also stated MnDot is planning on closing the westbound exit ramp by Oakwood Cemetery 

beginning on May 8th for a few weeks.   

 

Park and Recreation Director Kim Underwood thanked the volunteers that picked up the city for 

Community Pride day. 

 

Police Chief Krueger stated the Police Department hired a new community service officer.   

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adjourning the meeting 

to May 15, 2017.  Carried. 

 

Adjourned:    6:13 p.m.   

  

Approved:    May 15, 2017   

   

Mayor:       

 

City Recorder:       

 


